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The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Probably it was
a flow on from the programme started by
the Tonkin Government.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I realise Mr
Dellar is not able to take up my challenge.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: That did not
happen in every school, as the Minister for
Education is aware.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: It was not my
intention to go on at length, but I believe
there was some justification for taking 15
to 20 minutes to make my comments. I
appreciate the co-operation of the House
in its support of the Supply Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Hill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice).
and Passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-
Minister for Justice) [12.13 am.): I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 19th August.

Question Put and passed.
House adiouned at 12.14 am. (Thursday)

Wednesday, the 13th August, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION
Inquiry: Petition

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [4.33
pm.]: I have a petition, Mr Speaker,
which I wish to Present to the House. It
is addressed as follows-

To the Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We. the undersigned residents in the
State of Western Australia do herewith
pray that Her Majesty's Government
of Western Australia implement an
open Independent enquiry into all as-
pects of the operation of pre-school
services in Western Australia and into
the reasons for the amendments to
the Pre-School Education Act 1973.

(66h

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourable House will
give this matter earnest consideration
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The Petition carries one signature on the
main page. I certify this is in accordance
with the Standing Orders and It carries
a total of 2 832 signatures.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be tabled.

The petition was tabled (see paper No.
288).

EXCESS WATER RATE
Increase: Petition

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [4.36 P.m.]: I
have a petition to present. Mr Speaker, and
it reads as follows--

To the Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament Assembled.

We, the undersigned residents and
ratepayers of the Langford district in
the State of Western Australia do
herewith petition the Honourable Min-
ister for Works and Water Supplies
to act urgently to resolve the problem
we are faced with of excess water. As
such, we hereby voice a strong protest
against this extreme high cost of ex-
cess water blatantly charged against
us. We irrevocably hereby confirm that
such extreme high charges are unlair
and totally unjustified.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your honourable House will
give this matter earnest consideration
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition bears 169 signatures and I
hereby certify that it conforms with the
Standing Orders of this House.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

The petition was tabled (see paper NO.
286).

1.

QUESTIONS (47): ON NOTICE

MilK QUOTAS
Applications for Transfer

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) On what date (or dates) after

the coming into operation of the
Dairy Industry Act did the auth-
ority submit to the Minister in
accordance with section 30 of the
Act a written statement (or state-
ments) setting out its recormmen-
dations as to the bases or prin-
ciples on which applications
under the section should be deter-
mined?
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(2) What were the recommendations 3. KING EDWARD MEMORIAL
submitted?

(3) On what date did the Minister
after considering the statement
(or statements) of the authority
in accordance with subsection
(2) of section 30 furnish the
authority with directions as to
the bases or principles on which
the authority is to determine ap-
plications made to it under sec-
tion 30 and purporting to be not
inconsistent with the Act?

(4) What were the directions furn-
ished to the authority by the Min-
ister?

(5) Since the coming into operation
of the Dairy Industry Act how
many applications for transfers of
milk quotas have been made and
what is the total amount involved
respectively under-
(a) paragraph (a) of subsection

(4); and
(b) paragraph (b) of subsection

(4) ?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) to (5) As the answer to this

question is so lengthy I request
that it be tabled.

The answer was tabled (see paper No.
285).

2. RATES, TAXES. AND CHARGES
Increases

Mr BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:
As evidence of the implementa-
tion of his Policy of putting
things right and alleged disap-
proval of price fixing by Govern-
ments will he list the amount and
date of each price increase by way
of rates taxes charges and other-
wise directly and indirectly im-
posed by his Government during
the few months which it has been
in power?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The increases imposed have all
been required to offset rising
costs, Particularly higher wage
payments, and were inescapable,
in view of the Prime Minister's
often expressed attitude that 'the
user must pay".
As all major changes received
ample Publicity at the time, I do
not Propose to detach officers at
this time from more important
work, such as the preparation of
the Budget, to compile the list
requested.

HOSPITAL
Bed Accommodation, and Extensions

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the permanent bed
establishment at King Edward
Memorial Hospital?

(2) Of this number, how many beds
are additional to those originally
planned?

(3) What is the daily bed average?
(4) What is the highest number of

inpatients on any single day dur-
ing the present year?

(5) What extensions are planned to
the hospital and what is the time-
tabling for such extensions?

(6) Is there any pressure or demand
for beds from time to time and if
so to what extent?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) 185 adult beds.
(2) 39 of these are extra beds.
(3) In 1974-75 adult bed average was

154.38.
(4) 194 adults.

(5) A new ward block comprising adult
and neo-natal beds is planned
and preliminary ground level
work has already commenced.
Completion of above ground level
structure will depend on avail-
ability of funds. This will not be
known until the extent of Com-
monwealth-State fund approvals
has been determined.

Stage II, which involves remodel-
ling and upgrading existing areas
to service the extensions, will not
commence until the completion of
stage 1.

(6) Yes--requests for accommoda-
tion from other hospitals or pub-
lic patients are not affected but
there is a waiting list for elective
surgery. Some urgent private
gynaecological procedures are
directed elsewhere.

4. MT. HELENA SCHOOL
Resource Centre

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) When was the construction of

the Mount Helena Primary School
resource centre completed?

(2) (a) Was it completed on sched-
ule:

(b) if not, why not?
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(3) What action has the Education
Department or the Public Works
Department taken In regard to
the builder failing to complete on
the agreed date?

(4) (a) Is the centre being fully uti-
lised at the present time;

(b) if not, why not and what
action has the department
taken to bring about its uti-
lisation?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) May, 1975.
(2) (a) The building was one month

late.
(b) Minor delays occurred

through weather difficulties
and the supply of materials
and labour.

(3) Legitimate extensions of time to
a builder, occasioned through cir-
cumstances beyond his control,
invoke no penalty from either
department.

(4) (a) and (b) The centre is fully
operational.

5. EASTERN HILLS HIGH SCHOOL
Mr 1. Byfteld: Resignation

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) On what date did Mr I. Byfield

terminate his employment at
Eastern Hills high school?

(2) What was Mr Byfleld's classifi-
cation when he resigned from
Eastern Hills?

(3) (a) Has the vacancy created been
now filled;

(b) if not, why not?
(4) What steps have been taken to

correct the deficiency caused by
Mr Byfield's resignation?

(5) When did Mr Byfield first indi-
cate that he intended to resign?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Mr Hyfleld has not resigned, he is

on extended sick leave.
(2) Mr Byfield does not hold a pro-

motional position. He is classified
as a master.

(3) (a) No.
(b) No suitable replacement is

available until the end of
term two.

(4) Some rearrangement of staff has
occurred within the school and
relief teachers have been used.

(5) His application for sick leave was
received on the 15th July, 1975.

6. EASTERN HILLS HIGH SCHOOL
Additions

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the anticipated comple-

tion date of the additions at pres-
ent under construction at Eastern
Hills high school?

(2) Why have they not been com-
pleted by the contracted date?

(3) Where does the fault lie for the
delay in completion of the addi-
tions?

(4) What was the total fee charged
by the private architect commis-
sioned to carry out the documen-
tation for the additions?

(5) From what date was the $137 200
contract price for the additions
available to the State Govern-
ment from Schools Commission
funds?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) The current estimated completion

date Is 20th August, one month
late.

(2) and (3) The weather has caused
delays and small changes were
made to the work required, thus
adding to the building time,

(4) A total of $9 015.90 was paid to
the architects concerned for
documentation, disbursements,
site visits and secondary consult-
ants fees.

(5) 1st January, 1974.

., SCHOOLS

IKalamunda Electorate:
Enrolments

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

What were the enrolment figures
for all grades at the following
primary schools as at 1st March,
1975. and what is their present
enrolment-

Wattle Grove,
Maids, Vale,
High Wycombe,
Forrestfield,
Kalamunda,
Gooseberry Hill,
Lesmurd Ie.
Carmel,
Karragullen,
Pickering Brook and
Walliston?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

School Date Year Year Year Year Year Year Year Special Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Wattle 0 ... .. March 12 24 10 16 16 20 17 .... 115
lst Aug. 16 20 15 16 13 19 20 ... 119

Maida, Vale......... .. March 43 35 35 36 35 39 30 ... 253
lat Aug. 42 34 32 38 33 37 31 .... 247

High Wycombe ... .. March 91 70 71 79 79 79 85 .... M54
lot Aug. 89 68 69 79 76 77 84 .. 542

Forrestfield .... March 84 81 82 80 76 61 80 .. 544
ist Aug. 86 87 80 84 81 64 84 ... 566

Kalamumda ............. March 79 03 83 81 99 91 109 17 652
1et Aug. 81 94 83 80 98 95 109 13 653

Cooseberry Hill ... .. March 50 50 41 50 40 44 37 ... 312
let Aug. 53 47 43 50 40 48 36 ... 317

Lesmurdie........... .. March 84 72 97 82 80 68 75 .... 558
let Aug. 83 87 87 87 78 65 73 ... 560

Carmel .... .......... March 5 5 2 .... .... ........... 12
lat Aug. 5 5 2...........................12

Karragullen ................ March 4 1 3 2 3 2 15. i
Iat Aug. 3 1 3 1 3 2 ... 13

Pickering Brook..........March 13 9 18 13 14 12 7 .... 86
let Aug. 10 9 17 12 14 10 6 .. 78

Wailiston ... .. ... March 47 41 42 50 49 44 53 .. 326
lat Aug. 49 48 33 49 49 44 62 .... 324

8. MUNDARING POLICE STATION
Accommodation

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) In view of the conditions of the

living quarters and office accom-
modation at the Mundaring polle
station and the recent establish-
ment of the Road Traffic Auth-
ority in rented accommodation In
Mundaring, will he give consid-
eration to building a combined
police and traffic authority office
in Mundaring?

(2) If not. why not?
(3) How long does the Minister esti-

mate that the police stationed at
Mundaring will have to continue
to operate from within the pres-
ent accommodation?

(4) Is he aware of any worse police
accommodation within the State;
If so, would he list their loca-
tions?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Every consideration

would be given to replacement of
the present Police complex with
a combined Police-Road Traffic
Authority building-

(3) Mundaring is currently listed for
a replacement police complex in
the 1977-78 financial year. The
provision of this building will be
subject to finance being made
available to satisfy earlier priori-
ties.

(4) Other stations which could be
considered to be in a similar or
worse position than Mundaring
are--Fremantle. Tanunin, Ben-
cubbin and Donnybrook, to men-
tion a few.

Mr Mclver: Did I hear you mention
Northam?

Mr O'CONNOR: I can also think of
Yalgoo, Jurien Bay, and a few
others.

9. STREET LIGHTING
Brentwood-Welshpaol Roads

Intersection

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Electricity:

In reference to the street lighting
at the intersection of Brentwood
Road and Welshpool Road, Wattle
Grove, what are the complexi-
ties which the State Energy
Commission would have to stir-
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mount to enable the above Inter-
section to be illuminated till
dawn without the entire Kala-
munda Shire area street lights
operating during the same
periods?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
This matter has already been
raised with the commission by Ian
Thompson, M.L.A.. Member for
Kalaniunda, and is receiving fur-
ther consideration.
The commission does not encour-
age the installation of isolated
groups of long hour dusk to dawn
street lighting as it interferes with
the established control circuitry
and introduces possible vision haz-
ards for drivers passing suddenly
from dark to light, to dark areas.
However, street light tariffs are
being designed to give encourage-
ment to local shires to adopt dusk
to dawn lighting. Currently the
all night lighting rates give an in-
crease of 70% In operating times
for a 25% increase in the annual
charge, as compared with the 1.15
a.m. switch off circuits.
If a situation is considered suffi-
ciently serious, It is possible that
special circuit control could be es-
tablished to provide isolated dusk
to dawn lighting. The extra cost
in these circumstances would be
the responsibility of the local
authority.

10. MI3NDARING WEIR
CATCHMENT AREA
Prohibition on Entry

Mr MOILER to the Minister for
Works:

In view of the fact that some two
months have elapsed since my
correspondence of 10th June. I
wrote to him criticising his depart-
ment's Prohibition to entry into
the Mundaring Weir water catch-
ment area, my letter being ack-
nowledged on 18th June, is be
now in a position to provide ans-
wers to the queries in my corres-
pondence and when can I antici-
pate a reply?

Sir Charles Court (for Mr ONEIL)
replied:

(a) No. The entire subject In-
volving recreational use of
water supply catchments is a
complex issue and is still
under inter-departmental re-
view.

(b) An interim reply to the let-
ter of 10th June advising de-
tails of the current situation
will be forwarded.

11. MmNDARING WEIR
Water Treatment

Mr MOILER to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) With reference to water purity

and water treatment at Mundar-
Ing Weir, would he explain the
water treatment carried out on
water supplied from the Mun-
daring Weir?

(2) Does the committee for water
purity consider the treatment to
be a complete water treatment?

(3) If "No" to (2). would he explain
what additional treatment would
be necessary for Mundering Weir
water to be considered to have
a complete water treatment?

Sir Charles Court (for Mr O'NEIL)
replied:
(1) Water treatment at Mundaring

Weir comprises simple chlorina-
tion and fluoridation.

(2) The treatment complies with the
requirements of the Water Purity
Committee, and the Fluoridation
of Public Water Supplies Advisory
Committee.

(3) Answered by (2).

12. PLAYBOY WATER
SKI CLUB

Use of Lake Forrestdale

Mr BATEMAN to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Is he aware the Playboy Water

Ski Club of W.A. have been told
to leave Lake Forrestdale by 30th
September, 1975?

(2) If "Yes" is he aware the ski club
has no other area in which to ski?

(3) Is he further aware the ski club
has two potential Olympic skiers?

(4) Is he also aware this ski club
takes a pride in the area and
keeps it perfectly clean of bottles,
rubbish etc.?

(5) Does be also know the club uses
only a portion of the lake for ski-
ing and by so doing the bird and
marine life are completely pro-
tected?

(6) If his answers to (1), (2), (3),
(4) and (5) are "Yes" then why
is he evicting them from this
area?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) I do not know this as a fact but

the club says it is.
(3) Answered by (2).
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(4) 1 am aware that It has made some
effort to do this in accordance
with the terms of its permit to
use the lake.

(5) 1 am aware that the club was ie-
quired to restrict its area of opera-
tions to reduce their effect oil the
biota and the environment.

(6) The Playboy Water Ski Club of
W.A. is having its permissive use
of Forrestdale Lake terminated by
the Western Australian Wild Life
Authority in whom the reserve Is
vested. The decision was not
mine to take. I am informed
that the Wild Life Authority
reached its decision because-
(a) it is no longer acceptable to

the public that one club
should have exclusive use of
a nature reserve:

(b) reports Indicate that the pres-
ence of this club's boats on
the lake encourage other
boat owners in the public to
conclude that they, too, must
be allowed to operate there:

(c) another ski club's permissive
use of a different lake was
terminated some time ago by
the Wild Life Authority
which then decided as a long
term policy that it should not
allow powered craft to operate
on the metropolitan wetlands
under its control because of
the above factors and because
the operation of power boats
in lake systems have undesir-
able effects on their natural
environment. Inquiries have
revealed that the authorityts
policy has the strong support
of local residents.

BIRDS
Vermin Classification

Mr BATEMAN to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it correct that birds classified

vermin are still being purchased
from aviculturists in Western
Australia by Eastern States
buyers where the Act does not
prevail?

(2) What will the fees be used for that
are collected from people keeping
birds classified as vermin?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) To meet part of the costs of ad-

ministering the regulations includ-
ing inspection of aviaries.

14. MEAT
Canning Industry., Establishment

Mr CRANE to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Because of the seroa piigiit Of

the beef industry in Western Aus-
tralia which has further deterior-
ated as a result of the 15% de-
valuation of the New Zealand
currency and 20-25% devaluation
by Argentina, and because of the
high cost of refrigeration and
storage of surplus meat-

(a) has a feasibility study and
economical appraisal been
carried out for canning meat
at the Manjirnup cannery;

(b) if so, what is the finding of
the study and will he make
tils study available;

(c) If no study has been made
will he undertake to have one
made as a matter of extreme
urgency?

(2) Is he aware that a Perth firm
when asked to quote for an order
of 680 tonnes of canned corned
beef for a middle east market,
found it impossible to obtain a
price to quote on a supplier of the
commodity in Western Australia?

(3) In view of the comparative
cheapness of storing canned meat
in relation to frozen meat, could
he advise if canned meat could
be used to enhance Australia's
policy of aid to needy countries
and disaster situations similar to
Bangladesh and the famine in
Ethiopia?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) (a) to (c) The existing canning

facilities at Manjimup are suitable
only for processing fruit and
vegetables. The installation oif
meat processing and canning faci-
lities would require further major
investment. Although no formal
feasibility study has been carried
out, It is understood that the
directors of the co-operative have
made an assessment in this respect
but do not consider that such an
undertaking would be appropriate
at the present time. The profit-
ability of canning meat for export
markets depends significantly oin
the close proximity of the can-
nery to an export abattoir; this is
not the case at Manjimup.

(2) Yes. I understand the firm In
question referred the trade in-
quiry to several large canneries
throughout Australia. None was
able to offer a tender on the basis
of the specifications.

13.

1950
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(3) The Commonwealth Department
of Agriculture has been in close
contact with aid agencies over the
past Year and in pressing for the
use of meat in aid programmes has
been advised that the first choice
of most countries requesting food
aid is for cereals. The Australian
Meat Board has not been able to
attract substantial requests for
meat in canned form as an Item
of foreign aid.

15. PORT OF CARNARVON
Enlargement, and Appointment of

Personnel
Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What Is the anticipated date of

gazettal of the enlargement of the
port of Carnarvon?

(2) What is the anticipated date of
opening of the small boat har-
bour for commercial operators?

(3) Have appointments been made
for the advertised positions of
harbourmiaster and assistant bar-
bourmaster?

(4) On what date do these appoint-
ments commence?

(5) What will be the practical effect
of the changed situation at Car-
narvon?

Sir Charles Court (for Mr ONEIL)
replied:
(1) New port limits will be pro-

claimed in September.
(2) Although all facilities are not

complete and the harbour is not
fully operational it is in commer-
cial use at present.

(3) No.
(4) September, 1975.
(5) (i) Amended port boundaries to

include Cape Cuvier will en-
able rationalisation of the
overall pilotage operations in
that the two pilots will con-
duct pilotage operations for
Cape Cuvier, Carnarvon
Jetty and Useless Loop.

(ii) The establishment and
operation of the new fishing
boat harbour will facilitate
the servicing of the fishing
fleet in the Carnarvon area.

16. MEDICAL STUDENTS
Numbers

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) What numbers of medical

students were admitted to train-
ing during each Year from 1970
to 1975 inclusive?

(2) What increases are planned in
the foreseeable future?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1)-

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Total

1970
1971
1072
1973
1974
1075

163
172
183
187
110
11.6

90
go
00
92

100
120

62
88
03
g0
89

101

55
83
78
02
85
so

49
54
58
72
90
70

53
50
64
80
75
03

472
516
55

593
549
594

During the years 1970 to 1973
inclusive the effective quota was
at entry for second year medicine.
Since 1974, the quota has been
introduced to first-year medicine.
However, the quota for second-
year medicine was raised In both
1974 and 1975.

(2) In its sixth report the Australian
Universities Commission, through
its committee on medical schools.
has recommended that second-
year enrolmnents be increased to
180 in 1983. This will be depend-
ent upon a full examination by
the university and the State Gov-
ernment of many factors such
as population growth, the desir-
able ratio of doctors to popula-
tion, taking into account the
number of migrant doctors arriv-
ing, finance and the availability
of teaching facilities.

17. MEDICAL STUJDENTS
St. John of God Hospital: Budget

Allocation

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

How was the Budget allocation
for training of medical students
at St. John of God Hospital,
Sublaco, spent?

Mr RIDGE replied:
To date $41 606 has been re-
couped to the hospital. This in-
cludes $29 639 in respect of the
surgical teaching unit and $11 967
for operating support facilities.

18. MVEDIBANK SCHEME
Agreement: Tabling

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

Will he table a copy of the agree-
ment between the State and Aus-
tralian Governments on the
State's entry into Medibank?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Yes, a copy is tabled herewith.

The agreement was tabled (see paper
No. 28?).
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19. PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION by members of the Police Force In
Health Screening Scheme

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) With reference to ray question 58

of 1st May, 1975 regarding the
pre-school health screening team,
can he advise whether all mem-
bers of the team have been ap-
pointed and the team operative?

(2) If so, what areas have been cov-
ered?

(3) If not, what members are yet to
be appointed and what Is the
cause of the delay?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) The team is not operative be-

cause all members have not yet
been appointed.

(2) The social worker, speech thera-
pist, and three nurses have been
appointed or are about to be ap-
pointed.

(3) A medical officer. The delay has
been due to the need to advertise
interstate and overseas for suit-
ably qualified staff.

20. VENEREAL DISEASE
Health Education Officers

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) With reference to my question 20

of 24th April, 1975, regarding ap-
pointment of additional health
education officers, can he advise
the result of his submission for
funds?

(2) If successful, what appointments
have been made and from when
were they made?

(3) What is the source of funds for
the appointment(s)?
RIDGE replied:
Funds for both centres have been
approved.

(2) Three health education officers-
June.
Journalist--June. (since resigned,
replacement being sought).
Artist-July.
Two clerk/typists-ist June, 1st
July.
Suitable officers for other ap-
pointments are being sought.

(3) Jointly funded by the Federal
and State Governments.

POLICE
Complaints: Investigation

Mr B. TI. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many complaints against

members of the Western Austra-
lian Police Force were Investigated

the period from 1st January. 1974
to 1st August, 1975?

(2) In how many instances were the
complaints laid by-
(a) pioaI~n
(b) members of the Poice Force;
(c) other?

(3) Will he please list by occupation
each complainant referred to in
(2) (a) and (b) above?

(4) In how many instances were the
complaints found to be justified
in (2) (a). (b) and (c)?

(5) What action was taken in each of
these instances against the of-
fending officer?

(6) How many complaints against
members of the W.A. Police Force
were Investigated by other than
members of the force in the period
1st January, 1974 until 1st
August, 1975?

(7) Will he please list the number of
complaints referred to in (b)
above that were found to be jus-
tified?

(8) Which officer or officers in the
W.A. Police Force are charged
with the responsibility of inves-
tigating complaints against fellow
members of the force?

(9) (a) Are there any procedures that
must be complied with by
people wishing to lay a com-
plaint against a member of
the W.A. Police Force:

(b) if so. what are the proce-
dures?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) 335.

(2) (a) 335.
(b) There has been quite a num-

ber but no record is kept other
than on personal fies of
members. A separate regis-
ter has not been kept. The
number would be considerable.

(c) Included in (a).
(3) In a large number the com-

plainants observed anonymity.
but nonetheless their complaints
received police investigation. A
search of those who declared their
occupation would Involve massive
research.

(4) Information not available with-
out a complete analysis of all files
being made.

(5) Where the officers have been
found to have offended the penal-
ties have ranged from action taken
in criminal courts and police
courts. Police disciplinary penal-
ties have ranged from dismissals

Mr
(1)

21.
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or removals from the Police Force,
fines, cautions, reprimnands, trans-
fers, non selection for promotion
and being passed over for promo-
tion. Others have submitted resig-
nations before investigations were
complete.

(6) Nil.
(7) Answered by (2) (b) but most

were found to be justified.
(8) Commissioner of Police, Chief

Superintendent, and nominated
officers of commissioned rank.

(9) (a) No, but it is considered such
complaints should be ground-
edi by either written com-
plaint or personal interview
with an officer of police.

(b) Answered by (a).

NATURAL GAS
Piping Facilities: Capacity

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister
for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Has the State Energy Commis-

sion been made aware of the fact
that facilities (pipelines, etc.)
used to carry natural gas from
the Dongara fields are operating
under capacity?

(2) Has WANG sought negotiations to
alter this situation?

(3) Has the Government expressed
any attitude regarding its ability
to accept or expand the amount
of gas it utilises?

Mr
(1)

24.

MENSAROS replied:
Yes. The Dongara-Pinjarra pipe-
line was built to enable additional
gas to be carried should further
discoveries be made In the future.
The Dongara gas field however is
operating at its optimum capacity.

(2) No.
(3) The SEC has restricted the s;ale

of additional gas to industry be-
cause of the limited reserves in
Dongara. Should more gas be-
come available the SEC will
quickly expand its services to uti-
lise the additional supplies.

NATURAL GAS
Price: Policy

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister
for Fuel and Energy:
(1) Does the State Energy Commis-

sion follow a Pricing policy where-
by the price of natural gas to the
consumer reflects only the costs
involved In its Purchase and sup-
ply by the commission?

(2) if not, what other factors are
taken Into account?

(3) Is the cost of alternative power
(electricity) a factor in deter-
mining the price paid by the con-
sumner for natural gas?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (3) The pricing of natural gas

reflects all the costs involved in
serving Its gas customers. How-
ever consistent with the Govern-
ment's broad objectives in setting
up the State Energy Commission,
future tariffs for both electricity
and gas will form part of an Inte-
grated fuel policy designed to
make the best use of our fuel re-
sources.

NATURAL GAS
Price: Differentiation

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister
for Fuel and Energy;
(1) Is it true that the city gate price

of natural gas delivered by
WANG to the SEC is the equiva-
lent of 30c per 1 000 000 BTU's?

(2) Is it true that the price to the
domestic consumer of natural gas
referred to in (1) above is the
equivalent of $5 per 1 000 000
BTU's approximately?

(3) Is he aware that the cost of
natural gas delivered to the
Alcoa refinery at Pinjarra Is 30c
per 1 000 000 BTU's despite the
extra distance involved in the
delivery?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The price paid by the SEC to

WANG for natural gas is subject
to a contract which includes a
confidential clause precluding
either party disclosing contract
terms.

(2) There are two tariffs available for
domestic gas consumers, one with
a unit price of 1.5c and the other
of 1.Oc, The equivalent of these
prices Is $4.40 and $2.93 per mil-
lion BTflJs. The cost of gas pur-
chased is only a small part of the
total cost to provide and main-
tain a gas service to a customer.
The capital charges and mainten-
ance of the distribution system
and general administration costs
are far more significant. Because
of this cost structure the price
varies with the quantity used.

(3) The price of gas purchased by
Alcoa from WANG Is confidential
to those parties and subject to a
similar contract as between the
SEC and WANG.

1953
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25. DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Building Index: Space Rental

Mr B. T. BURKE. to the Minister
for Industrial Development:
(1) Did the Department of Industrial

Development arrange to rent
space in the Housing Industry
Association's "Building Index" in
Colin Street, West Perth?

(2) When was the booking made?
(3) On what terms was the booking

made, i.e., term of lease, rental,
area leased?

(4) On what date was the depart-
ment's display installed?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) From 1st January, 1975.
(3) one complete display unit was

leased for a Period of one year
with an option of renewal. Total
lease rental was $3 000 for the
year.

(4) First products were displayed on
the unit in mid-July.

26. This question was postponed until
Tuesday, 19th August.

27. BUILDING INDUSTRY
Liens Legislation

Mr MAY, to the Premier:
(1) Did he give an undertaking to

the Building Industry Sub-Con-
tractors Organisation of Western
Australia that he would Investi-
gate the possibility of introduc-
ing liens legislation similar to
that in South Australia?

(2) If so, will the necessary legisla-
tion be introduced during the
current session of Parliament?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) 1 do not recall giving an

undertaking specifically to the
building industry sub-contractors'
organisation of Western Austra-
lia.
However, I did indicate to some
trade associations that I would
ask the Law Reform Commission
to advise on the practical effects
of enacting liens and charges
legislation (with Particular refer-
ence to the South Australian and
Queensland legislation) to protect
the interests of persons involved
in the building and construction
industries.
This undertaking was honoured
and the Law Reform Commis-
sion's Report (No. 54) was tabled
in the Legislative Assembly on
16th October, 1974.

The report recommended against
the introduction of such legisla-
tion.

28. KWINANA-BALGA POWER LINE
Completion, and Settlement of Claims

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Has the 330 kV powerllne between

Kwinana and Balga been com-
pleted?

(2) Have all compensation or resumip-
tion claims been resolved?

(3) If not, please detail the areas
still to be finalised?

(4) What period of time has elapsed
since receiving the last complaints
over the construction of this par-
ticular transmission line?

(5) Has there been any reported
climbing of the towers?

(6) Have there been any accidents
resulting from the construction
of this power line in so far as it
would affect the public?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) It is scheduled for completion at

the end of September, 1975,
which is right on time.

(2) No.
(3) Most of the property negotia-

tions have been resolved or are
proceeding satisfactorily. The
cases that are being negotiated
are evenly distributed along the
entire line route.

(4) Approximately two months ago a
complaint was received regarding
the contractor's activities (i.e.
leaving farm gates open).
Remedial instructions have been
issued.

(5) Yes, on the 11th November, 1974,
during the initial stage of tower
construction, but following the
fitting of standard anti-climbing
devices no subsequent reports
have been received.

(6) The State Energy Commission
has no knowledge or report of
any such accidents.

29. MILK QUOTAS
Selection of Applicants

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) What was the precise method by

which the successful applicants
for market milk quotas to become
effective in 1976 were selected?



[Wednesday, 13 August, 1975) 95

(2) Was the lodging of an applica-
tion for a loan to install a bulk
milk vat a consideration and if
so to what extent was the condi-
tion relevant?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) The Dairy Industry Authority

was directed that new market
milk quotas be allocated on the
following bases and principles--
(a) Location of property.
(b) Area of land.
(c) Number of cows in milking

herds.
(d) Standard of dairy building

and equipment.
(e) Provision of refrigerated bulk

tank complying with ASH 46.
(f) Availability of bulk collection

services to the property.
(g) Applicant's standard of dairy

hygiene.
(h) Applicant's milk quality re-

cord.
(2) Yes. An applicant was expected

to have a refrigerated bulk vat
installed complying with ASH 46,
or be prepared to purchase and
install such a vat.

MUTTON
Exports to Iran

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) Have any contracts to supply

mutton to Iran in 1975 been re-
ceived in Western Australia?

(2) With what W.A. companies or
agencies have these contracts
been?

(3) What tonnage is involved in these?
this contract (s) ?

(4) What is the price per tonne pay-
able under these/this con-
tract(s)?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) The W.A. office of the Australian

Meat Board has advised that some
contracts were effected during the
early part of 1975.

(2) to (4) This information is viewed
as confidential to the exporters
concerned and is not available to
my department.

LIVE SHEEP
Exports to Arabian Gulf Countries

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) How many live sheep were

exported to the Arabian Gulf area
in the financial Years 1972-73,
1973-74 and 1974-75?

(2) What was the average price per
head paid to farmers in each of
the three years referred to In
(1) ?

(3) What was the average amount per
bead paid by buyers in the
Arabian Gulf countries for sheep
imported from Western Australia
in the same three years?

(4) How many live sheep have been
exported from Western Australia
to the Arabian Gulf countries In
each of the past 12 months?

(5) What has been the average
monthly price per head paid to
farmers for export live sheep in
each of these 12 months?

(6) What Arabian Gulf countries
have live sheep been exported to
from Western Australia in each
of the past 12 months, and what
has been the average monthly
amount paid by buyers in those
countries for live sheep imported
from this State?

Mr OLD replied:

(1)-
1972-73 ..
1973-74 ..
1974-75 ..

Number of sheep

507 117
... 611 666
-. 897 753

(2) The average price varies season-
ally, and according to liveweight,
skin value and market destination.
In addition shipping wethers are
sold both at auction and privately.
No accurate overall price can
therefore be provided. On the basis
of prices quoted in stock firns'
market reports average prices paid
were-

1972-73 approximately ..
1973-74 approximately .

1974-75 approximately ..

1$
12

(3) This information is viewed as con-
fidential to the buyers and is not
available to my department.

1974-
Month
July ....
August
September
October
November
December

1975-
January
Pebruary -

March
April
May
June

Total ..

Number
361lao
70040
60820
25800
83 519
86488

137 000
30 200

141 486
85 400
74200
66700

897 753
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(5) On the basis of Prices Quoted in
stock firms' market reports-

1974 July
August ..
September
October
November
December

1975 January -

February
March
April ..
May
June ..

.... .... 12
11
9
'7

7

6

7
'7

(6) Iran
Saudi Arabia
Iraq
Drubai
Syria
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Bahrain
Qatar
United Arab Emirates
Oman
* Principal importing countries.
Information on amounts Paid by
buyers In these countries is not
known to my department.

32. MIDLAND JUNCTION
ABATTOIR BOARD

Trade in Pork, Beef, and
Sheep Meat

Mr
for
(1)

H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
Agriculture:
What amounts of-
(a) pork;
(b) beef;

33.

34.

(c) sheep meat,
were traded by the Midland
Junction Abattoir Board in its
own right in 1973. 1974 and 1975?

(2) What were the major markets
for each kind of meat?

(3) What amount of profit was gained
or loss sustained in each of the
years referred to as a result of
trading?

Mr OLD) replied:
The Midland Junction Abattoir
Board has advised as follows-

177f( 2_ 410GS( In0061I _
1074 ... 171-19 0071 26G.-2-18
1075. .. 100-09 0-12 2672-70

(2) These markets were-
Pork:

Japan, United Kingdom and
Eastern States of Australia.

Sheep meat:
Japan and United Kingdom.

Beef :
United Kingdom.

Sheep meat:
Japan and United Kingdom.

(3) Trading results were-
1973-$15 '786 profit.
1974-$83 825 loss.
19'75-$141 362 loss.

*To 25th July.

EXPEDITER
Employment by Government

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
(1) Is the "expediter" still employed

by the Government?
(2) If "No" since when?
(3) If "Yes" what are his duties

now?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Mr a. E. C. Hodgson was re-

appointed as Western Australian
Government trade representative
for a period of 6 months, at the
end of which time the Position
will be reviewed. His duties, in
addition to those of expediter, are
to pursue trade and investment
opportunities for Western Austra-
lia in Eastern States markets.

PETROL
Price Reduction

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
What steps has the Government
taken and what steps-and when
-does it intend to take to put
right the price of petrol by sub-
stantially reducing it?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Member will realise that the
most important factor in the
future price of petrol is the future
price of indigenous Australian
crude oil concerning which the
Federal Government appears to be
taking no constructive action.
Federal excise tax is the second
biggest price component, cur-
rently being 22.3c/gallon.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Have you not heard
of cut-price petrol?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am talking
about the future Price of indigen-
ous Australian crude oil. The
answer continues-
The State Energy Commission Is
finalising a report covering all as-
pects of petroleum, including
motor spirit retailing in Western
Australia, which will be submit-
ted to the Government in due
course.
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35. LIQUOR
Cabaret Licenses

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

By what date was or is it neces-
sary for holders of cabaret lic-
einses under the Liquor Act to
make application in 1975 for re-
newal of their licenses?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Holders of cabaret licenses are
required to lodge an application
for renewal of the license an or
before the last day of the month
immediately preceding the month
in which the license expires.

36. POLICE
Off ences under Police Act and Criminal

Code

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:

Will he supply details relating to
offences under the Police Act and
Criminal Code respectively and
for each month from 1st March,
1974, showing the number of-
(a) known offences;
(b) charges laid;
(c) trials pending;
(d) acquittals;
(e) convictions;
(f) charges not laid or laid but

withdrawn?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The information required by the
Member will take some time to
collate, but as soon as it is avail-
able, it will be forwarded on to
him.

37. BIRDS
Vermin Classification

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Pursuant to the regulations rela-
tive to the Vermin Act published
in the Government Gazette on
27th June, 1975, would he please
provide iternised lists of the birds
proposed to be classified as cate-
gory 2, category 2, and category
3?

Mr OLD replied;,
The lists were published in Gov-
ernment Gazette No. 44 of 11th
July, an extract of which is
tabled.
Tabled also is a list of commonly
held birds which are not restricted
by the regulations.

The extract and list were tabled (see
paver No. 289).

39. HOSPITALS
Laundry Service

Dr DADOUR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) What was the total building cost

of the hospitals linen and laundry
service?

(2) What was the total cost of equip-
ment?

(3) What was the total cost of linen
acquired?

(4) What was the total running cost
of the laundry for the year 1974-
1975?

(5) What was the total revenue of
the laundry for the year 1974-
1975?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) $2259000.
(2) $3 384 000.
(3) $2 000 000.
(4) $3 153 300.
(5) $2939051.

39. OERALDTON REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

Resident Doctors

Mr CARE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:

What is the Present Position re-
garding the possible appointment
of resident doctors to the Ger-
aldton Regional Huispital?

Mr RIDGE replied:

40.

The matter is being pursued by
the Medical Department. Before
appointments for resident medi-
cal officers can be created cer-
tain accreditation procedures
have to be followed and this is
being done, It is possible that ap-
propriate resident medical offi-
cers to fill such posts may not be
available until the end of the
year.

GERALDTON REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

Facilities: Charge to Private Doctors

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health;.
(1) Is it a fact that private doctors in

Geraldton are being charged for
use of hospital facilities?

(2) If "Yes" will the Minister pro-
vide details including the amount
concerned, when introduced and
reasons for introduction?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) No,
(2) Answered by (1).
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41. This question Was -postponed until
Tuesday, thre 19th August.

42. PORT OF GERALDTON
Mineral Sands: Shipment

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:
(1) Can he confirm that the Western

Mining Company will be export-
ing the mineral sands products
from its Jurien operations
through the port of Qeraldton?

(2) If "No" will he please advise the
position?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The negotiations, which are pro-

ceeding with Western Mining
Corporation, provide for the
mineral sands products to be
shipped through Geraldton from
1st January, 1977, with provision
for up to 5 000 tonnes of con-
tainerised product to be shipped
from Fremantle. We are discuss-
Ing with the corporation its pro-
posal to ship a limited tonnage
of products from Fremantle dur-
ing the interim period to the end
of 1976.

(2) Answered by (1).

43. NATIONAL PARK
Moresby Range

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment:

With reference to the proposal to
create a national park in the
Moresby Ranges near Geraldton.
will he please advise of the pre-
sent position?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
The present position is that an
inspection by the Director of
National Parks on 15th July, 1975,
indicated that owing to extensive
cultivation in the estate which has
taken place since the original ap-
plication for purchase with Com-
monwealth funds the area can no
longer be considered to be a poten-
tially viable national park.

44. HOUSING
Geraldton

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Hous-
tig:
(1) How many persons are registered

for accommodation in each cate-
gory of State Housing Commis-
sion accommodation In Gerald-
ton?

(2) What is the length of time regis-
tered for the longest waiting per-
son in each category, presently
waiting in Oeraldtan?

(3) How many homes are presently
vacant in each category in Ger-
aldton?

(4) Will he Please Provide details of-
(a) accommodation completed

since answer of 27th March;
(b) accommodation under con-

struction at present;
(c) construction proposed in

1975-76?
Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1)
4 B'room *3 Broom 2 Broomn i Broom single Unit

10 15B 631 20 19

(2)
4 Broom
February

1974

(3)
4 B'room

N IL

(4) (a

(b

(c

45.

3 Broom 2 W3roora 1 B'rnoo Single Unit
August February Juoy November
1974 1974 1073 1973

3 Wroom
7 under

mainten-
ance

2 Broom I BrToom Single Unit
N tNil Nil 51

7 x 3 bedroom dwellings.
14 x 3 bedroom; 12 x 1 bed-
room;, and 12 single units.
Proposed construction for
1975-76 cannot be finalised
until the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment advises the funds to
be made available for the year
under the 1973 housing agree-
ment.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL
Extensions

Dr DADOUR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:,
(1) Has the proposed expansion to

the Royal Perth Hospital been
scrapped and, if so, why?

(2) It not, why has the private archi-
tectural firm's contract been can-
celled?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) No.
(2) The private architectural firm's

contract has not been cancelled.

46. ROCKINOHAM-KWINANA
HOSPITAL

Staff Appointments
Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

As three positions at the Rock-
lngham-Kwlnana hospital have
already been advertised on a
State-wide basis and two ap-
pointments have already been
made, would the Minister give
me an assurance that all future
appointments will be made from
residents of the Rockingham-
Kwinana area?
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Mr RIDGE replied:
No. It is not always possible to re-
cruit locally appropriately qluali-
fled Personnel.
Applications will be called for the
various vacancies in due course.
Other things being equal, suitable
applicants who are residents of
the Rockingham-Kwinana area
will be given preference.

47?. HOSPITALS
Develop~ment Programme Fundts

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

Referring to question 11 of 12th
August, 1975, regarding financial
assistance for hospital develop-
ment, can he give details of the
five-year programme Put to the
Australian Government?

Mr RIDGE replied:
No. There is mutual agreement be-
tween the Commonwealth and the
State that the submission is con-
fidential. When a programme has
been approved by both Common-
wealth and State, details will be
available.

QUESTIONS (9): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Second Part: Programme
Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government made a

decision regarding the weeks dur-
Ing which we will be in recess in
the present session of Parliament?

(2) Is it intended to make any varia-
tion In the times of sitting, as com-
Pared with the times In the first
Part of the session?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) It Is intended that in addition to

Show Week, which happens to co-
incide with the Constitutional
Convention, when 12 members of
the Parliament will be in Melb-
ourne, the House will be in recess
for the week prior to that in order
that members will have a chance
to organise their affairs. I cannot
see any other recesses being nec-
essary during the session. How-
ever, to enable members to plan
ahead it is desirable that they
know that the House will he in
recess during the weeks commenc-
ing the 15th and 22nd September.
Hopefully we will introduce the
State Budget on Thursday, the 2nd
October, when we resume after the
recess.

(2) It Is not intended at this stage to
have sitting hours different from
those we have normally followed

in the past and are following at
present. If, however, the exigen-
cies of the business are such Lhat
we feel some change is necessary,
naturally I will confer as usual
with the Leader of the opposition.
For the moment we intend to work
on the present sessional pattern
of hours.

2. CONSUMER PROTECTION
Roof Repairers

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the ac-

tivities of an itinerant group of
Eastern States people alleging
themselves to be roof repairers,
and presently calling on elderly
people in the Victoria Park area?

(2) Is he aware that it is claimed
pressure is applied to elderly
people to have unwarranted re-
pairs carried out for cash? The
repairs appear to consist of neg-
ligible attempts to inspect and al-
legedly seal any areas which may
leak, coupled with a quick silver-
coloured paint job.

(3) Is he aware of an instance which
occurred yesterday in which paint
applied in the morning was flaking
off by the early afternoon? The
elderly lady concerned paid $250
cash and received no receipt.

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) The Commissioner for Con-

sum;er Affairs has already reported
to me the incident referred to by
the member.
The Senior Investigations Officer
of the Bureau of Consumer Aff -
airs has contacted the fraud
squad.
The group concerned is driving a
red Holden utility carrying New
South Wales registration plates
number HHQ 823, which has been
located at the Orange Grove Car-
avan Park. The Department of
Motor Transport in Sydney has
advised that the vehicle is regis-
tered in the name of one Nelson
Smith of 135 Menangle Street,
Picton, NSW. The bureau has
earlier complaints of similar ac-
tivities by other itinerant groups
which move rapidly around the
State collecting cash payments
for work allegedly performed.
The particular prey of these
groups is elderly People.
After yesterday's incident the
bureau despatched its qualified
builder to inspect the house. He
stated that there was no visible
sign of any repair work other than
the poor paint job referred to by
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the member. The public are warn-
ed to check carefully the bona
fides of people offering these ser-
vices. It is preferable that they
deal only with reputable estab-
lished Western Australian firns
in this field.

3. CIERALDTON REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Payment to Private Doctors

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
Ing the Minister for Health:

Yesterday I asked a fairly lengthy
question without notice. The Min-
ister did not have an answer avail-
able, and asked me to repeat the
question today. Does he have an
answer now?

Mr RIDGE replied:
I am sorry, the member for Ocr-
aldton obviously misunderstood
me. I asked that he place the ques-
tion on the notice paper.

Mr Carr: I tried to, but it was too late.
Mr RIDGE: Well, I am sorry. The

answer I gave was that the ques-
tion should be placed on the notice
paper, and I have not an answer
to it.

Mr Carr: Fair go!

4, PREMIER
Overseas Visits

Mr MAY, to the Premier:
In view of the number of official
overseas visits the Premier has uin-
dertaken since being in Govern-
ment, will he Indicate whether it
is his intention either to fully or
partially inform the Parliament
regarding the outcome of Those
visits?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
If it is the wish of Parliament, I
will be only too pleased to do so.
If such is the feeling of the Op-
position, I will confer with the
Leader of the Opposition as to
what would be an appropriate
time to make such a statement.

5. ROCKINGHAM-KWINANA HOSPITAL
Subcontracts: Inquiry

Mr
(1)

(2) In view of the likelihood of some
of the subcontractors being forced
into bankruptcy, would he instit-
ute an immediate inquiry to ascer-
tain whether the benefits of the
rise and fall clauses can bo passed
on?

SIr CHARLES COURT replied:-
(1) and (2) 1 think the honourable

member will appreciate that this
is hardly a question die Premier
could be expected to answer off
the cuff. However, I shall have the
inquiries made that he requests.

6, DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Building Index: Space Rental
Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

My question fllows question 25 on
the notice Paper. Could the Min-
ister please explain to the House
why after arranging the rental of
space at an approximate cost
of $8 per day his department al-
lowed that space to remain vacant
for almost seven months?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I think the assumption incorpor-
ated in the question of the mem-
ber for Ealga is not evident In the
answer I gave. If the member reads
the question and answer correctly,
he will realise that he asked
when the booking was made and
the reply was from the 1st Janu-
ary, 1975. A booking can be made
in advance, and prudent people do
make bookings in advance.

71.

BARNETT, to the Premier:
Relative to the contract between
the Government and Trident Con-
struction Fty. Ltd. for the build-
Ing of the Rockingham-Kwinana
Hospital, is he aware that many
of the subcontractors are facing
severe financial hardship because
the contractors are not passing on
the benefits of rise and fall clauses
in their contracts?

MEAT
Price Levy on Consumers

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

My question concerns a report
today that the Department of
Agriculture is considering the im-
Position of a levy on consumers
who purchase meat. I ask the Min-
Ister-
(1) Is he aware that for some

time now the price of meat
has been decreasing in the
sairyards but increasing in
butchers' shops?

(2) Will he give an undertaking
to the House and to the con-
sumners of Western Australia
that he will not adopt this
proposal to impose a levy on
the consumers of meat?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2) The report in the

paper is not entirely correct.
This matter was discussed at
the Australian Agricultural
Council meeting last week and
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several plans were put for-
ward to relieve the position of
beef producers. This proposi-
tion happened to be one of
many, but it certainly cannot
be instituted at a State level
as it would be classified as an
excise. Until such time as I
am In a position to take some-
thing to Cabinet In an en-
deavour to relieve the situa-
tion of beef producers I am
not prepared to give any
undertaking whatsoever.
However, I assure the hon-
ourable member that there Is
no intention whatsoever to
overload the consumer.

MINING BIL
Notice of Government Amendments
Mr MAY. to the Minister for Mines:

In view of the Government's re-
quest to place proposed amend-
ments to the Mining Bill on the
notice paper prior to the com-
mencement of this session, will
the Minister advise-
(a) Is the Government proposing

any amendments?
(b)

(c)

If so, when will they appear
on the notice paper?
Will members be given ade-
quate time to consider the
amendments Prior to the re-
sumption of debate on the
Mining Bill?

Mr MENBAROS replied:
Firstly I express my appreciation
to the member for Clontarf for
agreeing to my request to place
the Opposition's amendments on
the notice paper. The answer to
his question is as follows--
(a) Yes.
(b) I could not say exactly when

they will appear on the notice
paper. Without trying to
make excuses, this was not my
fault or the fault of my de-
partment. Unfortunately, ob-
servations on the Mining Bill
are still corning forward. Only
a few moments ago in the
House I received a submission
of considerable volume. Pos-
sibly, it is important; I have
not had time to read it. I can
assure the honourable mem-
ber that I am trying to collate
the amendments the Govern-
ment wishes to move in re-
spect of the Mining Bill and
have them printed on the same
special notice paper on which
his amendments appear.

(c) Yes; adequate time will be
provided for his party to con-
sider the amendments.

9. NATURAL GAS
Price: Differentiation

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

My question follows on from ques-
tion 24 on today's notice paper.
Why is It necessary to keep secret
from the public the cost of natural
gas delivered by WANG to the
SEC?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Very often, commercial agree-
ments-and, essentially, this is a
commercial agreement-have such
a clause in them. I cannot tell
the honourable member at present
whether this agreement was signed
during the term of the Brand
Government or the Tonkin Gov-
ernment, although I think it was
the latter. However, the agree-
ment has been honoured, just as
any other commercial agreement
is honoured, and for obvious rea-
sons-such as competition or
others. Such agreements which in-
clude this clause are honoured by
commerce as well as Government.

DAMAGED MOTOR VEHICLES
Roadworthiness: Grievance

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [5.17 p.m.]:
I should like to draw the attention of the
House and, in particular, the Minister for
Police to a matter which I believe is of
some importance. I refer to the return to
the road of vehicles which have been in-
volved in collisions. The situation at pre-
sent is that there is no compulsion for a
smash to be reported where damage sus-
tained to the vehicle or vehicles involved
does not exceed $100, unless injury is
caused to any person as a result of the
accident. However, whether or not a smash
is reported to the Police, there is no com-
pulsion upon the owner to have an in-
spection carried out on the vehicle once
it is repaired, before it returns to the road.

It is my belief that a number of un-
roadworthy vehicles are leaving smash
repair Premises to be driven on the road;
probably, in most cases there is no de-
liberate attempt on the part of these
Premises to defraud or cheat the owners
when the vehicles are returned to them.

I should like to draw the attention of
the House to two or three examples which
have been brought to my notice. The first
concerns a person who purchased a sec-
ondhand vehicle, which behaved perfectly
normally when driven at low speeds within
the built-up area. However, once the
.vehicle was taken beyond the built-up
area and driven at speed, it behaved most
erratically. The owner had the vehicle
inspected and discovered that the front
end geometry-the suspension of the
vehicle-was completely wrong. Apparent-
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ly the vehicle had been involved in a
smash and its frame had been twisted. The
company which had effected the repairs
had carried them out to the best of its
ability and apparently the repairs had
passed the insurance inspector's examina-
tion. I do not know whether it was a
crsryr examination but, nevertheless, the
vehicle was passed,

Mr Skidmore, The inspectors just walk
past the vehicle.

Mr SHALDERS: flat might well be
the case.

Mr Bertram: Is this another attack on
private enterprise?

Mr Sibson: He is referring to the Gov-
ernment panielbeating establishment.

Mr SHALDERS; I am not claiming
that private enterprise is perfect, just as I
hope the member for Mt. Hawthorn would
not claim that trade unions are perfect,
so he should not throw that back at me.
If the honourable member does not want
to listen, let him go to sleep as he usually
does; that will be all right by me.

Ultimately, this person will have re-
course through the Consumer Protection
Bureau or the Small Claims Tribunal and
the situation will be rectified. However,
the important point is that this fault
could have cost him his life. Fortunately,
he discovered it before a serious accident
occurred, but it could have been extremely
dangerous.

I should like to draw the attention of
members to two other matters brought to
my notice by a responsible member of the
vehicle repair industry. Perhaps this might
show the member for Mt. Hawthorn the
responsibility shown by private enterprise.
The person to whom I refer had a vehicle
brought to him for repair to damage sus-
tained in a front-end collision. No mal-
function of the braking system was re-
ported to him; he was asked simply to
repair radiator, lights, grille, and so on.

However, he noticed that the brake pedal
was in the depressed position. Obviously,
the Person had put his foot hard on the
brake immediately before the collision,
and the brake pedal had remained in the
depressed position. Had his apprentice or
some other young lad seen the brake pedal
in that position, probably the pedal would
have been s'rnply pulled out and no more
would have been heard about the matter.

An examination of the vehicle's braking
system showed that the master cylinder
plunger rod was badly bent-apparently,
a moq unusual occurrence which he ha d
not seen before. He slowly withdrew the
brake pedal and depressed it fully and
noted that the plunger rod immediately
bent again. In other words, it was suffering
from metal fatigue. Had the panelbeater
not noticed its condition, the repairs speci-
fled could have been completed in good
faith and the vehicle returned to its
owner. The first time the driver of that

vehicle was required to brake in an emer-
gency, the plunger rod would have again
bent, the brakes would have malfunctioned
and a fatality may have been the result.

The third instance relates to a person
whose vehicle was being repaired at the
time when it was due for relicensing. The
owner retrieved hL veil from, the
repair shop and virtually drove straight to
the inspector of vehicles, who noticed that
something was wrong. He sought the
assistance of a person whose premises
were next door to the place of inspection.
According to that person, the vehicle had
a bent subrail, forcing a torsion bar to
come under stress and bend, which caused
tension on the steering idler and ulti-
mately would have led to the complete
collapse of the steering. It Just so
happened that because the vehicle needed
relicensing and was taken straight from
the repair shop to the police premises the
fault was discovered.

I hope the Minister for Police will have
this matter investigated and agrees with
my suggestion that in the event of a
vehicle being involved In a collision and
sustaining damage, the police should
simply place a yellow sticker on the vehicle
until it can be passed as roadworthy after
the repairs are effected. A safety check
could easily be performed and some of
these malfunctions could be discovered
before the vehicle's return to the road.

When motor vehicles are involved in
collisions it is possible that damage is
sustained In parts not immediately related
to the point of Impact. In other words,
malfunctions can occur some distance from
the point of impact. Often, repairs are
carried out on the damage sustained at
the point of collision, and the vehicle
leaves the repair shop with those parts in
perfect working order. However, the
vehicle may still suffer a malfunction
which could lead to loss of life.

I do not want to continue at length on
this matter. I hope members on both sides
of the House see fit to consider the issues
I have raised today and perhaps will make
some inquiries of their own. I hope the
Minister for Police will note my comments
and perhaps reply to them.

M~R O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) [5.25 P.m.]: I have listened
with interest to the honourable member,
and thank him for bringing this matter
to my attention; it has not been raised
previously with me. I believe his sugges-
tions have some merit, and I have jotted
down a minute to send to the Depatrtment
of Motor Vehicles so that this matter can
be considered. It is possible that the Pro-
posal to place a yellow sticker on these
vehicles is the appropriate way to deal
with this problem; another method could
be to remove the number plates from the
vehicle until a safety check is carried out
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after smash repairs. are effected. As I say,
I will raise this matter with the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles and inform the
honourable member of developments.

BUSINESSES IN THE COUNTRY
Competition from City Operators:

Grievance

MR T. D3. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [5.26
p.m.]: I take this opportunity to draw to
the attention of the House and particularly
the Minister for Industrial Development
the plight of certain business operators in
country areas, particularly where these
operators have heavy capital commitments
In terms of factories, equipment, or plant.
To highlight the complaint and the fears
that certain business operators in the
country areas are experiencing, I should
lie to quote from a letter I received yester-
day from the proprietor of the Kalgoorlie
Steam Laundry. He writes-

I write you to bring to your atten-
tion a situation which I hope does not
spread to Kalgoorlie. But first of all
to bring you up to date with develop-
ments.

No doubt, the member for Bunbury will be
very interested in what I have to relate.
The letter continues-

In June I called a conference of
Laundry proprietors from Albany,
Gerald ton and Bunbury to discuss
various ways we could assist each
other as our operations in the country
require a different approach than an
operation of a similar Industry in the
metropolitan area. We started a cost-
ing group and we meet again in Sep-
tember to evaluate our first quarter
and by swapping information etc. we
can be of assistance to each other.
Also to operate various legal sides of
laundries we delegate certain functions
to each proprietor. The Transport Act
went to Mr. John English at the Bun-
bury Steam Laundry as it was agreed
that with the slump In the Hotel-Motel
industry in Perth, could result in big
Multi Nationals endeavouring to come
into our areas by supplying Hire Linen
direct from Perth, which has eventu-
ated this month into Bunbury.

A 'phone call the other day from
John English in Bunbury said that two
of his large accounts had begun oper-
ations With the Ensign Laundry in
Perth. Apparently they turned up with
a truck with about $9 000 worth of
linen on board and they are going to
service Bunbury customers from their
factory in Perth. The Motel concerned
Is Perth based head office-

I believe he means It has a Perth-based
head office. He continues-

-and the deal was worked out in
Perth unbeknown to the Eunbury
Managers.

What 1 request of you is in what
way can we as a country based service
industry with many thousands of dol-
lars invested in Plant etc. can haye
these concerns competing with us on
an equal plane not as they are en-
deavouring to do by coming through
the back door and being a nuisance
factor to the particular towns laundry
that they push into.

He then mentioned that the Kalgoorlie
enterprise had purchased new premises,
and alluded to the fact that the total in-
vestment would be in excess of $100 000. To
continue with his letter-

Against this if Ensign or any other
big Perth Laundry would only need a
truck and two dozen canvas bags.

Mr. English has approached his
member of Parliament about the situ-
ation and he was going to look into it
this week in Perth.

As far as Mr English is concerned, it is
over to the member for Bunbury to deal
with this matter. To continue with the
letter-

I have been in Kalgoorlie 15 years
and never have I doubted the town and
as a member of the Chamber of Com-
merce on the Executive we view with
great concern any business which tries
to operate against local commerce
with, as we say here in Kalgoorlie-
a cut lunch and a water bag. Let them
come in dollar for dollar, invest in
the town, employ staff but no to them
trying to lay off their operations on
the cheap to the country.

In essence that is the complaint. It appears
obvious that operators of businesses in the
country can become vulnerable against
competition from large city-based opera-
tors who are mobile, who move in and
raid a town; perhaps they offer temporary
cheap rates, thus stealing the business
from the operators In the country and
doing irreparable damage to the country-
based economy.

I do not know what is the answer to
the complaint set out in this correspon-
dence. The writer has asked me to advise
him of any Acts of Parliament to which
he could have recourse so that he Could
retaliate against such city-based operators.

Perhaps the Minister for Industrial
Development will call for a copy of my
comments and the letter I have quoted.
If in due course he will let me have some
of the views of himself or his department
they will be much appreciated.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for
Industrial Development) [5.32 p.m.): I
appreciate the point the honourable mem-
ber has ade. This issue is not something
new, although in this particular field of
industry It might be new. All this is based
on the undoubted truth that in industry
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in particular, and to some extent in com-
merce, the scales of economy operate very
prevalently today. This is one disadvan-
tage to all industry which we term, per-
haps by using a badly coined phrase, "de-
centralised industry". We are very much
aware of this.

Finally, the answer can. only bc found
by small businesses combining and thus
becoming bigger undertakings, We have
witnessed, for instance, the disappearance
of the corner shops with some sorrow, but
we have to accept that as a fact of life,
Whilst I appreciate the views of the hon-
ourable member I do not think it is Quite
proper-this was not his comment but
that of the person for whom he is making
representations-to play on emotions and
involve international companies or back-
door methods.

I think this is a perfectly legitimate
means of trading. I do not think legal
provisions could be framed to prevent it.
If there were towns in Western Australia
which were near the border of another
State the Constitution would prevent legal
measures being taken against an industry
which was operating from another State.

However, if the honourable member will
forward me a copy of the letter he has
referred to I shall examine it and ask the
Department of Industrial Development to
come up with some suggestion so as to
enable businesses in the country to remain
viable.

PROSTITUTION
Premises in Subiaco: Grievance

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [5.34 p.m.]: A
problem exists In my electorate. Abutting
a residential area of Subiaco a brothel
is located. This brothel operates under
the name of the Sakura. massage Salon.

Mr T. D. Evans: Have you only one in
Your electorate?

Dr DADOUR: This is the one I am
griping about. I do not know whether
there are others in my electorate, as I
have not received any other complaints.

Mr Bertram: Who is the proprietor of
that one?

Dr DADOUR: The proprietor is Miss
Miles. I do not know how many girls
work in that establishment or anything
else about its operations, except that over
the last four years I have received many
complaints about this type of establish-
ment being located in a residential area.

Over a period of four years I have been
making representations to the police, and
I have written to three consecutive Minis-
ters for Police. However, all that was to
no avail. I1 feel I have been fobbed off.
Maybe it is because I am naive or some-
thing like that.

The complaints I have received from
the residents of that locality include one
to the effect that the clientele of the

massage parlour often sat on the front
fence of the residence alongside, waiting
their turn to enter the massage parlour.
One day one randy client became too
eager and decided to jump the fence and
grab an 80-year-old lady. I shall not
mention what part of the anatomy he
grabbed, but members can use their
imagination!

other complaints I have received are to
the effect that this type of establishment
detracts from the value of the area. If
such an establishment is located in the
middle of a commercial area I suppose
everything will be all right; however,
where the massage parlour Is now located,
it detracts from the value of the whole
area.

on each occasion after I had written
to the Minister for Police or the Com-
missioner of Police, two detectives des-
cended on me subsequently. They were
always courteous, and they pointed out
how difficult it was to obtain evidence for
prosecution. Apparently the police adopt
a plan to obtain evidence In such cases.
Usually the police send a young recruit
into the establishment, and he comes out
with the evidence,

However, In the case in question on the
one occasion that the police tried to obtain
evidence by this means the plan was not
successful. On that occasion the madam
in charge of the premises was able to
countercharge the police. She intended to
sue the police.

I understand that In order to obtain
sufficient evidence the police have to prove
that sperm are present on cloth or tissues.
Today in these establishments they use
Scottles or other types of tissues, and these
are flushed down the toilets. Thus all the
evidence Is destroyed.

Surely the fact that It is general know-
ledge that an establishment is a brothel
should be sufficient. On several occasions
letters have been written to the Police
Department about this establishmnent:
they know it Is a brothel, but they do
nothing about the matter.

This leads me to the suspicion that
some people are receiving free saimples
from this establishment. It seems that
the pollce have turned a blind eye, as
they do in Kalgoorlie. In this case the
massage parlour Is located in a residential
area at Sublaco, but this is not an area
where this type of profession should be
permitted to operate. It is a similar tvoe
of profession to mine, and it Is one of the
oldest in the world.

On one occasion I was informed by the
police that they were about to raid this
establishment, and they saw a prominent
doctor entering it. I said to the police
officers, "What has that to do with the
price of rneat?" This Is the problem
which confronts me, and the only way I
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can get anything done about it is to bring
it before Parliament. I have written no
fewer than 10 letters on this matter, and
I have received 10 very courteous replies
from the police. I have got nowhere with
my representations, and so I take this
opportunity to bring the matter before the
House in order to try my luck at finding
a solution.

I am not against this type of activity,
because I am aware it is a necessary evil
in society. We have to face up to the fact
that this "profession" has existed since
time immemorial and the quicker we can
legalise these establishments and locate
them at some central spot away from resi-
dential areas, the better it will be for the
people.

I have been told that Australia is a
member of the United Nations, and there-
fore does not take advantage of the fe-
males in our society. I wonder how many
countries which are members of the United
Nations do take advantage of their females,
I do not think that we in Australia are
taking advantage of anybody.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has three more minutes.

Dr DADOUR: We should adopt a firm
policy on this type of establishment, and
such premises should be located in areas
which are not classified as residential.

Mr Davies: That is what is Proposed in
Victoria. Under the town plans these pre-
mises have to be located in isolated areas.

Dr DADOUJR: If that is so, Western
Australia could follow CIhe lead of Vic-
toria. It seems that State leads Australia
in many ways. Another aspect is that the
State could derive revenue from the
brothels, if they were controlled by the
Government, and the people could be as-
sured that the operators in these premises
had clean bills of health. I should point
out that in this State many millions of
dollars change hands each year through the
activities of these establishments.

As an aside, I could perhaps suggest
that the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition be appointed the chief test
pilots of these establishments. By doing
that we would bring about shorter sittings
of Parliament, because quite obviously
those gentlemen would be too tired to cope
with long sittings! Joking aside, I am
bringing before the House a very serious
problem and I hope together we will be
able to do something to find a solution.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) L5.40 p.m.]: I do not know the
details of the correspondence which the
honourable member sent to the two pre-
vious Ministers for Police. The honiourable
member has written to me on this matter,
and on a couple of occasions I referred
his representations to the Commissioner
of Police.

It is all very well for People to Point
out that these establishments exist in our
society; however, it is not easy to launch
successful prosecutions as it is not easy
for the police to obtain evidence. In the
case mentioned by the honourable mem-
ber I know that the police have visited the
area and made efforts to obtain evidence
for prosecution, but this was to no avail.

If the honourable member is so con-
cerned about this matter he has a remedy.
Amendments are to be made to the Police
Act this session dealing with this very
aspect. I understand the Bill will be com-
Ing up for the second reading tomorrow,
and If the honourable member has some
amendments I hope he will bring them
forward at the appropriate time.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS
AnorYmitp: Grievance

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [5.41 p.m.l:
The matter I wish to bring before the
House arose some time ago. I have thought
about it quite a lot, and I would point out
once again that it concerns the Minister
for Police, but not directly. Whilst this
Incident relates to some action on his part,
it is also a matter to which all members of
the House should Pay attention and watch
in the future.

As members are aware, section 23 (2) of
the Child Welfare Act forbids anyone from
Publishing in any newspaper any report of
the proceedings of the Children's Court on
the hearing of a charge against a child,
without the express authority of the court.

Soction 1206 Prohibits disclosure of a con-
viecLion or committal to the care of the
Department for Community Welfare. you,
Mr Speaker, will recall when this legisla-
tion went through the House everyone
thouqzht that the anonymity of the child
would be preserved, and that the news-
Papers would not be allowed to create
news at out the unfortunate Position in
which some children, for one reason or
another, often find themselves.

.I am sure all members agree that, except
in special circumstances and with the con-
sent of the court, anonymity should be
Preserved. Back in March last there was
an Incident concerning the alleged strap-
ping of an Aboriginal child by the police
at Coolgardie. The case was beard in the
Kaligoorlie Court, and the newspapers
reported the case. The West Australian
reported it on the 18th, 19th, and 20th
March: the Daily News reported it on the
18th March; and the Kalgoorlie Miner
reported it on the 18th, 19th, and 20th
March. There was some public outcry
against the procedures that were alleged
to have been followed.

AS one would expect, the Minister for
Police very quickly came to the aid of the
people he represented in Parliament; I
refer to the Police Porte. The Minister
tabled the defence. In his anxiety to table

1965



1966 [ASSEMBLY.)

this defence he named the persons con- the editors of The West Ausira-
cerned. This action completely destroyed
the anonymity of the case. The newspaper
reports made public to the world at large
the names of the people involved in the
case; and so all the good intentions and
the anonymity which the Child Welfare
Act purported to provide went by the
board.

When it occurred to me what had hap-
pened I was a little upset so I asked some
further questions of the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community Wel-
fare. H-ad the Minister replied to the effect
that what had occurred was unfortunate
under the circumstances, and he would try
to see that it did not happen again, I would
have been prepared to let the ease rest and
say nothing more about it. I asked the
following question-

(1) Referring to question 12 of 29th
April, 1975 regarding the strap-
ping of an Aboriginal girl, as the
answers given indicate the three
newspapers preserved the identity
of the child concerned, why was
this anonymity destroyed by the
Minister for Police naming the
parties concerned in a statement
to the Legislative Assembly?

My question concerned a statement of fact.
and I asked why it was done. The Minister
replied-

(1) The Minister did not act outside
the bounds of his privilege in
naming the parties concerned.

We are aware that the Minister did not
act outside the bounds of his Privilege. We
know what the Minister did. He had over-
looked the matter in his anxiety. SO, MY
question was not answered and that was
rather ridiculous of the Minister. I then
asked-

(2) What action is proposed to pre-
vent a similar occurrence?

Had the Minister in his reply said that all
members should watch out for this type of
occurrence, and be aware of its dangers, I
would have been satisfied and I would not
be censuring the Minister. I would have
considered he had made a mistake which
could have been made by any other mem-
ber, and we would all share the blame.
However, instead of telling me what action
was proposed, the reply stated-

(2) No action which would restrict
the existing rights of members to
disclose information in Parlia-
ment is proposed.

We did not call for any action or restric-
tions on any member of Parliament. We
asked only that members be made aware
of how easy it was to overlook the pro-
visions of the Act, with which they agree,
and destroy some anonymity which was
highly desirable. So, I was annoyed when I
received that answer. The third part of my
question was-

(3) In view of the above does he still
propose to draw the attention of

lion and the Kalgoorlie Miner to
the matter?

The Minister had said he would draw the
attention of the editors of those news-
Papers to the provisions of the Child Wel-
fare Act. He agrees he had overlooked com-
pletely the fact that the newspapers had
not conmitted any offence; they had acted
within their bounds in reporting what had
occurred in Parliament. We were guilty
Of doing something in Parliament which
we normally should not have done. In the
Minister's understandable anxiety to de-
fend the members of the Police Force he
had named the parties concerned.

The Minister indicated that the matter
would be taken up with the newspapers
but, as I have Pointed out, there was no
need for that action because the news-
papers had not committed any offence.
The reply to the third part of my question
was as follow--

(3) The provisions of the Child Wel-
fare Act applying to disclosure
of information about convictions
and committal to care have been
drawn to the attention of the
editors of the two newspapers.

I do not know how the editors of the two
newspapers felt about being told off, or
having their attention drawn to the section
of the Act which they knew perfectly well
existed. They had committed no offence
but their attention was drawn to what they
had done, not only in Innocence, but In all
right. As I have said, bad I received aL
reasonable answer to the question I asked
on the 7th May I would have let the matter
drop.

The SPEAKER: The member has two
minutes.

Mr DAVIES: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
It seems the Government was not prepared
to accept any responsibility whatsoever for
what had occurred, and I am sorry about
that. The Government should have agreed
that a mistake had been made, and that
it would watch the position in the future.
The reason I bring the matter forward now
is to try to remind members that they
must be careful not to unfairly or un-
reasonably name any person in this H-ouse
.while using their position of privilege,
which would ordinarily prevent any person
from outside this House naming any party
in a newspaper report.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) [5.49 P.M.]: I agree with much
of what the member for Victoria Park has
said. I think that on many occasions
people's names have been dropped in this
House when they should not have been.

The matter under discussion was one of
fairly strong public concern, and was of
Particular concern to the Police Depart-
ment at the time. It was certainly no
fault of the newspapers.
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While I agree with what the honourable
member has said, I did act within the law
and within the rights of Parliament. If I
erred in so doing, I regret It, and I will
watch the Position in the future.

The SPEAKER: Grievances are noted.

BILLS (13):; INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST BEADING

1. Acts Amendment (Judicial Salaries
and Pensions) Bill.

2. Electoral Districts Act Amendment
Hill.

3. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

Bills introduced, on motions by Sir
Charles Court (Premier),* and read
a first time.

4. Marketing of Barley Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Old (Minister for Agriculture), and
read a first time.

5. Weights and Measures Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Grayden (Minister for Labour and
Industry), and read a first time.

6. Police Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).
'Bill introduced, on motion by Mr

O'Connor (Minister for Police), and
read a first time.

7. Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and Con-
trol) Act Amendment Bill.

8. Transport Commission Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
O'Connor (Minister f or Transport),
and read a first time.

9. Mineral Sands (Western Titanium)
Agreement Bill.

10. Mineral Sands (Allied Eneabba)
Agreement Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Mensaros (Minister for industrial
Development), and read a first time.

11. State Housing Death Benefit Scheme
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr P. V.
Jones (minister for Housing), and
read a first time.

12. Fauna Conservation Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr P. V.
Jones (Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife), and read a first time.

13. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill
(No. 3).

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Ber-
tram, and read a first time.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE
Membership

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedland--
Premier) £6.01 P.m.]: I move--

That the appointments of the Mem-
ber for Narrogin (Mr P. V. Jones) and
the Member f or Scarborough (Mr ft.
L. Young) on the Public Accounts
Committee be terminated and that the
Member tar Merredin-Yllgarn (Mr H.
J. Cowan) and the Member for Gas-
coyne (Mr 1. J. Laurance) be appointed
In their place.

Members will appreciate that this change
of membership is necessary because of an
alteration in the status of the two gentle-
men concerned who were members of the
Public Accounts Committee, and by virtue
of that, will need to be relieved of their
duties on that committee. I have to apolo-
gise f or not including notice yesterday in
respect of Mr Taylor. I have given notice
of this motion today; there must have been
some delay in the sending up of the
notice. That matter will have to be dealt
with tomorrow.

Very briefly I would like to say a word
of commendation to the gentlemen con-
cerned; that is, to Mr P. V. Jones. Mr
Young, and Mr Taylor. It is one of the few
occasions when members can be referred to
by namne because their names appear in the
motion. I believe we have been very well
served on the Public Accounts Committee
by members of tis House. There has been
quite a long succession of members now,
and some of these members have gradu-
ated to higher offices. I believe the experi-
ence they obtained on the Public Accounts
Commit tee has been of value to them, to
the Parliament, and to the State. So in
moving this motion I would like to express
my appreciation to both Mr Jones and Mr
Young for the role they have played. I hope
sincerely that the new members-that is,
Mr Cowan (member for Merredin-Yilgarn)
and Mr Laurance (member for Gascoyne)
-will find their work bath interesting and
rewarding.

Tomorrow I will make some comments
about Mvr Taylor, as I know he has made
a very worth-while contribution to this
committee because of his experience, but
sufficient unto the day-I shall move the
motion tomorrow of which I gave notice
today.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) 16.05 p.m.]:
Members will recall that when a similar
motion was moved last year by the Prem-
ier, I objected to the Inclusion of Mr Young
(member for Scarborough) on the Public
Accounts Committee. The reasons I ad-
vanced for my attitude On that Occasion
were that Mr Young had used his position
as a member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee to attack publicly my then Premier.
and by the use of his position on the Public
Accounts Committee he implied that the
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then Premier (Mr J. T. Tonkin) had done winter recess. We must then wait for Par-
something he should not have done. So I
formed the opinion that this man was an
opportunist and that he was taking ad-
vantage of that position.

Twelve months have elapsed since that
time, and we now find we are debating a
motion to terminate Mr Young's services
on the committee. I believe we must under-
stand first of all that the Public Accounts
Committee is a committee of this Assembly.
It is not a committee of the Government;
it is not a committee of the Opposition;
it is a committee of this Assembly. Wen
Persons are Invited by their party laders
or they offer themselves for service upon
committees, they do so in the knowledge
that these are committees of this House of
Assembly. Therefore, when it comes to the
time that members feel they no longer
wish to serve on a particular committee
they should bear in mind the responsibility
they undertook initially; that is, that they
will serve the then Parliament.

I was quite dismayed some few months
ago when I found out that the committee
was in fact moribund; it was not meeting
at all. When I made some inquiries to
establish why It was not meeting, I found
that the chairman of the committee had
resigned. I appreciate that the other retir-
ing member of the committee (Mr P. V.
Jones) had been Promoted to the Ministry,
and I accept that as a reason for resigna-
tion. However, I cannot accept that just
because a person is Promoted-and I
understand this is the reason-to the posi-
tion of Parliamentary Secretary of the
Cabinet which does not carry any real
responsibility-I suppose the appointee will
just be a blotting boy for Cabinet-he
should forget about the Public Accounts
Committee.

Of course, the timing of this move was
very opportune for the Government. It
meant that right through the parliamen-
tary recess of some 100 days, the parlia-
mentary Public Accounts Committee
could not meet, and the reason that it
could not meet was that it did not
have a chairman and it was also short
of one member. We have the situation
that the Public Accounts Committee
formed by this Assembly Could not meet,
and what is more important, at the time
the committee was considering some as-
pects of the affairs of the State Electri-
city Commission. The Chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee announced that
he would investigate some aspects of the
commission, so he had some responsibility
in regard to the inquiry. I do not know
how far the committee proceeded in its
investigation, but quite obviously the whole
Period of three months was wasted, and
the same sort of thing could occur in the
future.

First of all, I would like to make this
Assembly aware that the situation could
arise again, either in the summer or the

liament to resume before further appoint-
ments can be made. Such a situation could
be quite convenient for a Government
which does not want to have the affairs
of various departments or instrumentali-
ties investigated. When a crisis arises, or
there is thc likelihood of a crisis arising
the Government can promote someone
from the committee to another position
and the committee is then moribund. After
the H-ouse meets, new members have to be
appointed. I do not want to see the Public
Accounts Committee become the plaything
of the Premier. I do not want to see the
Public Accounts Committee relegated to
a lowly position in this State.

I had experience on this committee in
1971 and 1972, and I believe that it fulfils
a very important function. I agree with
the Premier's recent remark about the im-
portance of the committee. Parliamentary
Public Accounts Committees are recognised
by other Parliaments which operate under
the Westminster system to be very impor-
tant and a system that should be fostered
by all self-respecting Parliaments.

We must do two things. First of all we
must solve the problem of the suspension
of the activities of the committee when a
member resigns.

Secondly, we must find some way to
appoint a Permanent chairman to the com-
mittee, and I suggest that this should be
a Paid position, Perhaps to a level almost

o'a Minister's salary. Members could then
aspire to the Position, and we have some
members with accounting, auditing, and
investigative experience who may have an
interest in this type of inquiry and this
side of government. Perhaps these mem-
bers do not aspire to the Ministry, but
feel they could fill very efficiently such a
Position for which they would be remun-
erated. The other members of the Public
Accounts Committee should also be paid.
The days are gone when we can expect
members to take on a good deal of extra
work without extra remuneration. If the
Public Accounts Committee is functioning
correctly, it will meet on more than one
occasion per week. Certainly in the recess
it could meet several times per week.

Now we have had enough experience of
the operations of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee to resolve that the members of the
committee are paid and that the chairman
of the committee has a permanent appoint-
ment. The time has also arrived when we
should evaluate the past performances of
the Public Accounts Committee. I am not
suggesting this should be done immediately,
but perhaps over the next two or three-

Mr Young: You would be very embar-
rassed Ut you looked at past performances
of the Public Accounts Committee.

Mr B. T. Burke: You used it only for
Your purposes anyway.
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Mr HARMAN: I would be very interested
to hear why we should not investigate the
past Performances of the Public Accounts
Committee.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 Pi.

Mr HARMAN: Before the tea suspension
I had almost concluded my remarks. The
last point I was making Was that there
should be an ongoing and continuous
evaluation of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee so that wherever possible the
system under which it operates can be
improved.

I say this because I want to see the
Public Accounts Committee remain a very
strong unit of this Assembly; I want to
see it become and remain such a strong
unit because there is a danger under our
system-in fact It has already occurred
-for members of Parliament, even in this
Chamber, to be alienated; to be torn
asunder and cut aside from the Govern-
ment in this Assembly.

I well recall the frustrations I experi-
enced myself while I was a back-bencher
on the Government side in not being In-
volved in the processes of government.
This sort of thing is happening in the
community today. The system under
which we operate is alienating the People
In the community and It will be my firm
endeavour and hope to ensure that
wherever Possible we will take steps to
involve People and get them to participate:
and in this Parliament we want to see
members of Parliament participating in
the functions of this House. One of the
ways in which they can participate is
through the Public Accounts Committee.

I know the member for Scarborough
will follow me and he will make some
sort of assessment and charge against me
as he did previously; but that, of course,
is his right. However, I do want to point
out one thing to the honourable member,
because he used this particular approach
the last time he replied to me: I want
to tell him that I did not seek to be a
member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee on this occasion as a result of
the resignation of Mr Taylor, and I am
not sounding off nor is it a question of
sour grapes because I was not elected to
the Public Accounts Committee.

MR YOUNG (Scarborough) (7.32
p.m.]: I did not intend to suggest that the
member for Maylands sought appoint-
ment to the Public Accounts Committee
for the reason he has suggested; I intend
to go a lot deeper and deal with the ques-
tion of Principle and ethics he has raised
In the House tonight. I did toss up before
the tea break as to whether I would buy
into this specious argument, because the
honourable member has not made out a
case.

I have always been under the impression
that even though a case may not have
been made out some mud always sticks

unless one gives some explanation in
answer. So I will have something to say,
and probably I will be a little more scath-
ing of the member for Maylands than I
was when he last brought forward this
hardy annual. I say this because it seems
to be a fixation with the honourable mem-
ber that the Public Accounts Committee
and myself in particular have done
nothing right since he resigned as a mem-
ber of that committee. I might remind
the honourable member that he resigned
because he took office as a Minister of the
Crown.

The Important thing that should be ap-
preciated by the member for Maylands is
that It would be totally unethical for a
person connected with the Cabinet in any
way to sit not necessarily in Judgment.
but in inspection of accounts controlled
by his colleagues in the Cabinet.

It is a rather silly suggestion the mem-
ber for Maylands made to the effect that
the Public Accounts Committee could have
continued to operate during the time Par-
liament was not in session, because the
member for Narrogin, who is now the
Minister for Housing, obviously could not
continue to sit on the Public Accounts
Committee In judgment-if I may use the
word loosely-of his colleagues; and with
the access I have to Cabinet papers, re-
cords, and discussion, it. would be totally
unethical for me to do so either.

To suggest In any way that the Public
Accounts Committee should have con-
tinued with three members of the opposi-
tion and one member of the Government
to investigate governmental matters would
be not only unethical but bordering on
Pure stupidity.

I dearly wanted to continue with the
investigations of the State Energy Com-
mission's financial management. It was I
who instigated the investigation Into the
affairs of the commission and In my opin-
ion it would have been something with
which I would have dearly loved to con-
tinue, but I would not have been in a posi-
tion to do so once I became Parliamen-
tary Secretary of the Cabinet.

Mr Harman: What difference does your
being appointed Parliamentary Secretary
of the Cabinet make? You are still a mem-
ber of the Liberal Party.

Mr YOUNG: If the member for May-
lands does not understand that some mem-
bers of Parliament, having total access to
Cabinet records and continual access to
Cabinet papers, and continuing to sit in
discussion on those records and papers with
the people with whom he sits in Cabinet
week after week ought not to remain on
the Public Accounts Committee, and if he
cannot see how serious that situation would
be, then I have grave doubt as to the wis-
domo of his ever having been elected by
his colleagues to the Ministry.
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I also have grave doubts as to what the
Leader of the Opposition would think about
statements like that; what he would think
about a person sitting in Cabinet week
after week whilst also sitting as a member
of the Public Accounts Committee and ex-
amining Lthe departments of those with
whom he sits.

Mr Harman: You do not have to make
the decision. You are only an office boy
for Cabinet.

Mr YOUNG: In spite of some of the
absurd things the member for Maylands
has said, I venture to suggest that in the
unlikely event of the people on the other
side being elected to office in 20 or 30
years' time, and in the event of their. form-
ing a Cabinet and appointing a Cabinet
secretary, the member for Maylands would
accept the position if it were offered to
him.

I will tell You why he would accept the
position, Mr Speaker. He would accept it
because he would be interested In the
money involved. The honourable member
has made the suggestion that the members
of the Public Accounts Committee ought
to be paid. It is bad enough that we are
subjected to the type of criticism we are
every time members of Parliament get an
increase of salary; but the criticism would
be infinitely worse if a so-called member
of Parliament were Paid by the taxpayers
for doing what is. after all, his duty; par-
ticularly if he volunteered to be a member
of the Public Accounts Committee, and
having done so immediately wanted pay-
ment for it. Members of Parliament are
given electorate expenses anyway, but in
spite of this the member for Maylands
suggests that members of the parliament-
ary Public Accounts Committee ought to
receive further remuneration.

Mr Harman: They would be taking on
extra responsibility.

Mr YOUNG: The only member of the
Public Accounts Committee who has ever
suggested in any way that payment ought
to be made to members of that committee
Is the member for Maylands. There is an
even more Important ethic involved than
sitting in judgment on one's colleagues, and
that is the Principal responsibility of any
member of the Public Accounts Committee
is to ensure that the Public accounts are
protected and that the amount of expendi-
ture from the public purse is kept to a
minimum. The member for Maylanda was
Chairman of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee and his first meeting was In November
1971. He did not wait a year before sug-
gesting that the members of that commit-
tee ought to be paid-that the chairman
be paid $12 a sitting and that the other
members of the committee be paid $10
a sitting.

There are five members of the Public
Accounts Committee and this would mean
that $52 per meeting would have to be Paid

by the taxpayers to members of that com-
mittee who, after all, are doing nio more
than their job as members of Parliament.

Mr Harman: It is an added responsibil-
ity.

Mr YOUNG: it Is a great ceit to LIe

Premier of the day, who Is now the Leader
of the Opposition, that he gave only a
curt reply to the member for Maylands in
his capacity as Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee. He said he would
consider the matter after which there was
no further reply. I know what he thought
of the suggestion by the fact that he
never replied. I certainly know what I
think of it.

The job of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee is to protect the public purse and to
ensure that expenditure does not go too
high. Every time the Public Accounts Com-
mittee is mentioned the member for May-
lannds gets up and makes his big speech of
the year and yet he is the only person who
suggests that the members of the Public
Accounts Committee should be paid, With
all due respect to him-or with undue
respect to him-he would probably want
three meetings a week, which would in-
volve $156 a week being paid out of the
taxpayers' purse.

Mr Harman: You are getting nasty.

Mr YOUNG: On the first occasion I did
not get nasty, but on the second time
around I have a right to get nasty,

I am not allowed to table the documents
I have in my hand because under Standing
Orders I am not Permitted to divulge what
happens at meetings of the Public Accounts
Committee. I can only show members of
Parliament the transcript of one really
large investigation which was carried out
under my chairmanship of the Public Ac-
counts Committee. For the Purposes of
Hansard, the transcript is IJ inches thick;
or if one wants to be pedantic, it may be
about 1* inches thick. The report took
a long time to draft and the evidence took
a long time to record; and the Public Ac-
counts Committee under my chairmanship
undertook for the first time to make a
major investigation of an important de-
partment which spends $150 million of the
taxpayers' money each year out of Con-
solidated Revenue.

I did not prepare many reports of the
Public Accounts Committee-I tabled only
two-but in my opinion that particular in-
vestigation was worth all the investigations
that preceded it. It was certainly worth
more than the four, five, or six reports that
were tabled by the member for Maylands
when he was Chairman of the Public Ac-
counts Committee. With the possible ex-
ception of the report in regard to the
Public Health Laboratories they con-
tained only comments on the Auditor-
General's Report and comments back
from the Treasury on those comments.

1970
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By breaking a little from tradition and
getting away from the mundane ordinary
comment, what we did under my chair-
manship was to have a look at the hos-
pitals and health departments and spend
a lot of time in doing it. In my opinion
if the report to which I have referred Is
accepted by the Government it may well
be that it could save this State many
millions of dollars a year.

On no occasion did I ever suggest or
indicate that the members of the Public
Accounts Committee, acting simply as
members of Parliament, should be paid;
nor did I suggest that we ever leave Perth
on an expense account allowance to in-
vestigate matters elsewhere, if the investi-
gation could be held in Perth.

It seems to me that the member for
Maylands continually seems to miss the
Point of what the Public Accounts Com-
mittee is all about. He has damned himself
out of his own mouth. He has claimed
that members of the Public Accounts
Committee ought to be paid for doing
their Job as members of Parliament; and
if this is his attitude, heaven help him.
because that Is not what it is all about.

I suggest that if the Public Accounts
Committee is ever again mentioned the
member for Maylands would be well ad-
vised to remain on his bottom, because by
using his mouth he does himself no credit
at all.

Mr Bryce: Are You accepting the salary
as Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet?

Mr Young: Of course I am accepting the
salary as secretary of the Cabinet.

Mr Bryce: That is not a responsibility
of a member of Parliament?

Mr YOUNGQ: I would say that I also ac-
cepted a salary as the Government Whip
and, at the same time, so would the mem-
ber for Maylands when he was Chairman
of the Public Accounts Committee and
Government Whip. However, I would not
expect to rip off the taxpayers an extra
salary for my duties as a member of the
Public Accounts Committee.

Mr Bryce: If you were consistent you
would hand the salary back.

Mr YOUNG: I was consistent and I did
give a salary back. I do not intend to
go into that aspect, but the honourable
member can check with the Clerk of the
House if he so desires. The duty of a
member of Parliament is to keep public ex-
penditure down and not to try to increase
it.

if the member for Maylands can over-
come his fixation and his violent opposi-
tion every day to me and members of the
Public Accounts Committee since he has
ceased to be a member of it, it woul4I be
a better day for him and his career and

probably would save him a little embarrass-
ment. Also, it would be an infinitely better
day for this Parliament.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Premier) [7.46 p.m.]: Normally I would not
reply to this debate and therefore I will
be as brief as I possibly can because I
know the Leader of the Opposition wants
to proceed with his motion.

I share the concern shown by the mem-
ber for Maylands that there is a set of
circumstances where we have a Public Ac-
counts Committee that is virtually
inoperative but I do not think it Is some-
thing that can be blamed on the parties
concerned. For my part I have already
had a discussion with the Deputy Premier
to see if we can come up with some sug-
gestion to ensure a degree of continuity in
the circumstances. For instance, it may be
possible to alter the rules so that the
Leader of the opposition and the Premier
of the day can agree on replacements dur-
ing the recess until such time as Parlia-
ment reassembles.

Mr Harman: That sounds like a good
suggestion.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We were very
concerned about the position, but on the
other hand I must take full responsibility
for the fact that the Parliamentary Sec-
retary of the Cabinet did not continue as
a member of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee because I felt he would be very vual-
nerable the first time that Parliament met,
in view of the fact that he had an office
In the Premier's Department and had regu-
lar access to all Ministers in the Cabinet
if he still continued to be a member of the
Public Accounts Committee.

If members are realistic and will make
full allowance for the atmosphere in
which we meet here, they will concede that
it would only be a matter of time before
someone said that he was continuing an
inquiry into the SEC-ar something of
the kind-as a matter of Government con-
venience. Therefore I thought it would
not be right that he should continue to
be a member of the committee after he had
been appointed Parliamentary Secretary of
the Cabinet.

So far as the remuneration is con-
cerned, if I recall correctly the words of
Sir David Brand at the time, when the
whole idea of these committees was put
forward, no remuneration was to be made.
But being a realist I realise it is only a
matter of time before pressure will be ap-
plied for some remuneration to be paid to
members of these committees, as fore-
shadowed by the Deputy Leader of the
opposition last night when speaking on
tribunals, but I will not promise that I will
Initiate it,

Question put and Passed.
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ALLEGED MISLEADING OF
CITIZENS

Want of Confidence in Government:
Motion

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader
of the OppOosiio) [7.49 p.m.]: i move--

The Government has lost the con-
fidence of this H-ouse because of hav-
ing seriously misled the citizens of
Western Australia with regard to its
ability and intention,

(a) to check inflation;
(b) to establish a disaster fund

with legislative safeguards;
(c) to undertake a special study

of the plight of all people on
fixed. incomes;

(d) to have a separate sympa-
thetic study of the leisure
needs of elderly people;

(e) to set up an independent
body to be watchdog for the
public to see that laws and
regulations don't trespass
unduly on personal rights
and liberties;

(f) to investigate every possible
reuse of waste in any form;.

(g) to produce the special plan
to help low income earners
become the owners of their
home and land.

This is a straightout motion of censure
on the Government. It is not moved with
any belief that it is likely to be carried.
I have been here a long time and I have
heard many censure motions moved by
Oppositions and doubtless this censure
motion will meet the same fate as every
other censure motion moved by an Oppo-
sition, to my knowledge, in the last 45
years.

However, It is essential that we should
remind the Government of what it under-
took to do and to show how it has not
the capacity, and perhaps not even the
will, to carry out these undertakings.
Those listed In the motion are but a few
of those the Government will not be able
to carry out. A short time ago the Pre-
mier made great play in quoting a number
of promises which he said he had car-
ried out, and I suppose the purpose of that
was to make an outward show in the be-
lief that people generally do not go care-
fully Into statements that are made but
that they are impressed by the general
outline.

It sounds wonderful to be able to claim
that of all the promises the Government
made during the election it has carried
out 112.

Mr Bryce: What a lot of twaddle; It
really is!

Mr J1. T. TONKIN: Let us have a look
at those 112 undertakings. Nineteen of
them consist of opposition to the Aus-
tralian Government and its programmes.

The Government was going to buck the
Australian Government in this direction
and complain in some other direction. It
does not take a great deal of ability and
perspicacity to be able to carry out pro-
rmises of that nature, but I would remind
the Premier that one of the promises of
this kind related to the Australian Gov-
ernment was the intention to set up in
the Premier's Department a special section
where he could deal with the Australian
Government on a close Personal and
friendly basis, and he has never ceased to
take advantage of every opportunity to
blame and criticise the Australian Gov-
ernment for what he -should be expected
to carry out himself but has not.

Mr Laurance: You would have to strike
up friends fairly quickly; they do not hold
a place for very long.

Mr T. D. Evans: Go back to Sullen's
Circus 1

Mr J. T. TONKIN: So approximately one
In six of these so-called implemented pro-
mises is an undertaking to complain to the
Australian Government. Twenty-two of
the implemented promises, unrelated to
opposition to the Australian Government,
are those Involving giving encouragement;,
giving recognition, and giving support, but
not one of them implies any firm com-
mitment to give any financial assistance.
It is too easy to say, "I will help. I will
do all I can to assist you." If a consti-
tuent rings a member of Parliament and
explains a problem to him it Is quite easy
for that member to say, "Yes, I will do
all I can to help you." However, if it in-
volves substantial expenditure and the
member is not prepared to make available
aL dollar, It Is a different Proposition al-
together.

So 22 of these undertakings which are
unrelated to undertakings to criticise the
Australian Government are promises of
that nature which cost nothing. That
gives us 41 out 112 pledged promises for
which the Premier throws out his chest
like Jack Homner. If those 41 promises are
subtracted from the 112 we get a figure
of '11 implemented promises out of a total
number of Promises of 275 in the policy
speech. That is nothng much to crow
about when the Government has been in
office for the number of months It has and
when it claimed in its policy speech that
it would do all these things in three years
-all of them!

Mr Bryce: It has changed its tune.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Liberals are prone

to this sort of thing. I can recall a pro-
mise that was made in 1965 to build two
bridges over the Swan River.

Mr Laurance: Why don't You remember
1971 when you promised to remove the road
maintenance tax?

Mr B3. T. Burke: Why don't you keep
In mind 1977 when we will remove you?

Mr T'. D. Evans: We will keep that pro-
mise!
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The SPEAKER: Order!I The Leader of
the Opposition is waiting to speak.

Mr J. T, TONKIN: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. Of course, the Government mem-
bers do not like being reminded of this. I
have only half told my story. They were
going to build two bridges over the Swan In
1965 within a period of five years and they
were still in office at the beginning of 1971.
That is a period of six years. How many
bridges did they build? Not one! They did
not even reach the stage of thinking about
building one. It was left to a Labor Gov-
ernment to come Into office and build one
of the bridges and then those who pro-
mised to build it returned to office and
opened It.

Mr Clarko: What is wrong with that?
Mr J. T, TONKIN: The Premier knows

that is true.
Sir Charles Court: That has happened

before.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yes, of course it has.

The same as happened with the Narrows
Bridge. We built it and the Liberals came
into office and opened it. That is the his-
tory of Western Australia. Labor fulfls the
undertakings and the Liberals come in and
open them .

Mr O'Connor: Who resumed the river for
the building of the Narrows Bridge?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We did. That has
been admitted long ago.

Sir Charles Court: I think the Labor
Government had a fairly good time open-
ing projects started by the MeLarty-Watts
Government.

Mr . T. TONK~IN: I have not noticed
It. Another project I can recall opening
is one at Mandurah.

Sir Charles Court: 1 am, talking about
projects started by the McLarty-Watts
Government.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Anyhow, we are deal-
ing with projects where promises were In-
volved. The one I have cited is a classic.
The Liberals said, "We will build two
bridges over the Swan In five years", but
in six years they did not build even one.
I would say that the responsibility is on
them to build that second bridge before
they leave office, otherwise it will mean they
will have had nine years in which to build
two bridges but have not built even mae.

Mr Laurance: You burnt yours.
Mr T. D. Evans: You will burn yours,

too, before very long.
Mr J. T. TONFCIN: Up to date the Gov-

ernment has had an armchair ride so far
as the Opposition is concerned. We did
not rush in in the same way the then
Opposition did when we became the Gov-
ernment. It moved a censure motion
within two or three months of our taking
office.

Ur Watt: You have made up for it
since.

Mr T. D. Evans: No we haven't.
Mr J. T. TONKCIN: The then Opposi-

tion could not wait. In less than six
months in 1971 a censure motion was
launched by the then Leader of the Oppo-
sition (Sir David Brand) supported by the
present Premier and the then Leader of
the Country Party, all of whom believed
that our performance in that period-less
than six months--Justified their attempt
to kick us out.

Mr Laurance: You were there only by
the skin of your teeth.

Mr Jamieson: You are too.
Mr T. D. Evans: On Your father-in-

law's ability.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: If that censure

motion was in any way Justified, the one
we are moving is amply Justified.

I am pleased to think that you, Mr
Speaker, would like to be reminded of
what the present Premier had to say when
speaking on that censure motion. He
said it was a responsible one, yet I remind
members it was moved within six months
of our taking office. He said It was a
responsible motion and most timely and
that It was divided into two parts, the
first dealing with the then Government's
irresponsibility with regard to election
promises. Mark you, Mr Speaker, we had
had less than six months in which to
carry out our election promises and here
was a censure motion being moved in
connection with our irresponsibility to
carry out election promises.

I am dealing with the period now when
the Government has had several months
in excess of 12 months in which to carry
out its election promises--not a period of
less than six months.

The other part of the motion dealt with
our failure to protect the environment.
when we were the Governent which put
teeth into the legislation dealing with
environmental protection. The Premier,
who was then in Opposition, said-

We have to realise that all election
policy speeches, including our own
had to be worked out under unprece-
dented Inflationary tendencies and
above all unprecedented wage and
salary increases.

Let us examine that statement carefully.
It is an admission from the present
Premier that when the coalition parties
were in Government before we defeated
them, their election promises had to be
worked out under unprecedented infla-
tionary tendencies and unprecedented
wage and salary Increases; and that was
the situation when we took office-on the
present 'Premier's own admission.

Now later on, in October, 1971, when
the Budget was brought down and a



1974 [ASSEMBLY.]

further censure motion was being dis-
cussed, the present Premier had this to
say-

Increases
which have
devastating
the State.

in taxes and charges
been made are having a
impact on the People of

The Increases which we had made from
the period between March and October
were those to which the present Premier
was referring. I will indicate what they
were shortly so that members can make
a comparison. They were having a devas-
tating effect on the people of this State.
Then he went on to say-

The People of this State are thor-
oughly led up with the promises which
have been made.

We did not have much time in which to
carry them out. To continue-

The effect of these increases Is in
the main directed at the average
person.

I ask members: Would not that be more
applicable in the present circumstances
than it was when the Premier made those
remarks? He said-

Then we can turn to the increases
in electricity charges, and again they
make a tremendous impact on the
people.

Do members know the increase we imposed
which was the only one in three years? We
put up the charges by 21 per cent. What
has this Government increased them by?
We increased them by 21 per cent in three
years, and these were the charges which
were making a tremendous impact on the
people. Referring to these increases in
charges, the Premier said-

Some of them might be small, but in
the final analysis they have a tre-
mendous impact on the little man and
particularly on some pensioners.

I say again that if those words had any
application to the comparatively few and
light increases we imposed, how much
more applicable are they to the present
circumstances under his own Government?
He went on to say-

The main burden of each tax is fall-
Ing on the average householder in this
community by way of increased hos-
pital charges, increased water rates
and increased charges for power.

Every one of those items has been increased
far more by his own Government. So, if
the censure motions moved against us by
the Opposition at the time were justified,
how much more is the present censure
motion justified against the present Gov-
ernment? We will see.

I have had a comparison made of some
of these charges and so that we will have
a proper appreciation of the atmosphere.

let me make a quote from the policy
speech, as follows-

Liberal policies for 1974-l-
That Is a period of three years and is
Proof of what I said; that is, that all these
'Promises were to be undertaken in that
period. To continue-

-are designed to put things right and
get things done. They avoid extravag-
ant Promises with the peoples tax
money. They concentrate instead on
better ideas, better plans, better man-
agement and better results.

One of the results has been to land Western
Australia with the highest Inflation rate of
any State In the Commonwealth.

Mr Laurance: What about unemploy-
ment?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Another extract from
the Policy read--

We will introduce a suburban fare
structure, with reductions for outer
suburban and country travellers-
either by road or rail.

We will have a quick run through some
of these taxes and charges. It is extremely
difficult to find one that has not been in-
creased.

Abattoir slaughtering fees have Increased
from between 15 per cent and 30 per cent,
and the increase was made in July, 1974,
within a few months of the Government
taking office. Sewerage and water rates in-
creased by an average of 37 per cent,
Yet we were criticised for increasing them
by 21 per cent. Shipping freights were rais-
ed 30 per cent as from the 1st July, as
were rail freights and country train and
railway bus fares by 17 per cent. Com-
prehensive vehicle insurance increased 25
per cent from the 1st August, 1974. The
first rise in electricity charges was on the
1st August, 1974, when they were increased
by 14.2 per cent for domestic tariff, and 13
per cent for Industrial and commercial
electricity.

Manufactured gas was Increased by 17
per cent while a further rise of 12.5 per
cent was made as from the 1st July, 1975.
An Increase was also made in metropolitan
train and bus fares. A new system provided
a 27 per cent revenue increase which is
expected to bring in $2.75 million in a full
year. Government hospital charges in-
creased by 50 per cent and State Housing
Commission rents increased from between
$1 and $3.45 per week. The Interest rate
on future State Housing Commission pur-
chase homes increased from 5.375 per cent
to 5.75 per cent.

Pay-roll tax increased another J per cent
from 4Q per cent to 5 per cent, Vehicle
registration fees, drivers' license fees, and
transfer fees increased by an average of
65 per cent while stamp duty on cheques
increased from 6c to 8c. Liquor licenses
for hotels, licensed clubs, taverns, and
licensed stores are in two sections and the
first increased from 51 per cent to 71 per
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cent and the second from 7* per cent to
9 per cent.

Country water rates increased from 6e
to 7.5c in the dollar for domestic con-
sumiers and from 9c to 10c in the dollar for
commercial properties. For country water
bills the rise for domestic consumers was
$10, or 45.5 per cent on the first 100 000
gallons with higher increases for Indus-
trial and commercial consumers.

I have such a long list here, but I think
I have given enough samples to indicate
the situation, so I will not quote any
further details. However, to give an Idea
of how far the Government has stretched
Itself, I must indicate that other increases
involve meat inspection fees, road permit
charges, excess water charges, WAGR
road freights, wharfage rates and pilot
charges, mooring fees, and the cost of
hiring Fremantle Port Authority cranes.

Scarcely anything was left untouched.
The criticism which was levelled against
us in the circumstances had no justifica-
tion at all. This is the Part that intrigues
me. When the Premier was criticising us
and saying, "You have Put on these charges
which hit the little man and the pen-
sioner", he made the statement that there
are always ways to do it other than in-
creasing taxes and charges. His own words
were, 'There are other ways of doing It."
The Premier must have lost the Idea when
he got Into Government. One would have
expected him to adopt some of those other
ways of doing things, but they have been
completely absent.

Mr Jamieson: The Commonwealth
stopped him, you know.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It was just so many
words, that is all. It is necessary to remem-
ber exactly what he said about his capa-
city to control inflation. This is a real gem.
Although he can lay some of the blame
upon the Australian Government, his own
words preclude him from laying all the
blame upon the Australian Government. In
his policy speech, in referring to inflation,
he said-

Only Canberra makes money out of
this Process. That is why Western Aus-
tralia reeds a Government that stands
up to Canberra, Puts the State first
and fights to put things right.

The Premier would not deny that ever
since he has been in office he has been
standing up to Canberra. He has done
little else. If that is all that was needed
to correct inflation, why has he not cor-
rected it? The people took him at his word
and put him in Government so that he
could stand up- to Canberra. That is what
he has been doing and that is all he con-
sidered to be necessary to correct inflation.
Yet we have the highest inflation rate in
the Commonwealth.

Mr Bryce: That is another one of his
funny economic theories.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier's next
sentence was--

It will be argued that a State Gov-
ernment can do nothing to offset the
damage of Federal mismanagement of
the economy. This is not so.

That is the present Premier speaking. So
anybody who argues that the State cannot
take action to control inflation does not
know what he is talking about, according
to the Premier. He then became more
definite; he said-

Inflation can be beaten to a sub-
stantial degree, State by State. The
simple answer-and the only answer
there has ever been-is to beat the
shortages that are driving up the
Prices.

The Government is taking a long
do that. In the meantime it has
Western Australia to have the
Inflation rate of any State.

time to
allowed
highest

Mr Shalders: This is the only State
where unemployment did not increase in
the last quarter.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: To back up what
I said about the highest inflation rate,
I propose to quote some figures which
are based on the Australian Bureau of
Statistics, so we must assume they are
reliable. In effect, from March, 1972, to
September, 1974, for most of which period
we were in Government, Western Australia
had the lowest rate of increase in the
Consumer Price Index of all States for
every yearly interval. That is the situa-
tion which was inherited by the Present
Government. From December, 1971, to
September, 1974, Western Australia had
the lowest rate of Increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index of all States for every
yearly interval except for the interval
December, 1971, to December, 1972, when
Western Australia was equal lowest with
South Australia.

During the period from March, 1971, to
September, 1974, Western Australia had
an Inflation rate above the average of
the six capital cities on only one occa-
sion. from September, 1971, to September,
1972, when this State had the highest
rate of inflation in that short period.
From December, 1973, to June, 1975, West-
ern Australia has experienced, on each
occasion of measurement, the highest in-
flation rate of all States except for the
quarters ending March, 1974, and March,
1975, when Western Australia shared the
highest rate with South Australia. On
the other occasions-that is, December,
1973, to December, 1974, and June, 1974,
to June, 1975-Western Australia has ex-
perienced the highest inflation rate of all
States. When we take the yearly periods
in between, we have that unenviable re-
cord of a Government which was going
to stand up to Canberra. All that was
necessary was to put in a Government that
would stand up to Canberra and see what it
could do to put things right. That is
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how things were supposed to have been That was to be a restricted study. Then
put right.

The next promise-unfulflled-was to
establish a disaster fund with legislative
safeguards. That sounded all very well,
particularly at a time when some people,
because of low prices, were wcndering
what would happen to them. A disaster
fund would be established. The Premier
said in his policy speech-

We propose that the special dis-
aster fund will be administered by a
committee selected from rural, local
government and other interests likely
to be involved in the handling of un-
expected problems, and who have prac-
tical experience to guide them.

Primarily the fund is intended for
non-insurable risks unless there are
special circumstances.

That was proposed as a permanent solu-
tion for the people with these special
problems. This is how it was to be done-

We will allocate each year contri-
butions from the Treasury towards a
permanent disaster relief fund. As
the contributions grow, Year by year,
they will be invested to yield their
own income which could be added to
the fund. While the basic fund was
being built up to an adequate level,
we would deal with relief direct from
the Treasury. Thus, the central fund
would become an Increasing pool of
"living money", gaining momentum in
its earning power and its ability to
meet large commitments, indepen-
dently of normal Treasury resources.

That is calculated to get almost every voter
in. What a wonderful thing-a special
fund to be set up by yearly contributions
from the Treasury, the money to be in-
vested, and the fund to grow until It con-
tained a lot of money to help with any
disaster. Who would not support the idea?
And how much of that promise has been
implemented? The first year has gone by
and there has been no contribution from
the Treasury which could be earning money
in this fund. No governing body has been
set up. The matter has been completely
forgotten.

Mr Skidmore: Empty words.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The next promise I

want to deal with is this one-
We will Undertake a special study of

the plight of all people on fixed in-
comes-

I am aware that a study is being carried
out but it does not meet that promise. In
The West Australian of the 17th Septem-
ber. 1974, this announcement was made
under the headline "Pensioners, problems
to be studied-

The State Government will set up a
committee-probably next week-to in-
quire into concessions and benefits for
Pensioners in WA.

on the 4th July this year a further an-
nouncement was made in The West A-
traliat-

Move soon on aid for pensioners.
Let us see what the Government under-
stands by the word "snnn". The newspaper
item went on to say-

The State Cabinet is expected to
decide soon-possibly next week-on
concessions and fringe benefits for pen-
sioners.

That was a month ago. There has been
no announcement yet as to the decision;
but I emphasise again that it was to be
a restricted study and in no way can it
be regarded as meeting the undertaking
given in the policy booklet which is-

We will undertake a special study of
the plight of all people on fixed in-
comes who see the fruits of a lifetime's
work in saving for retirement des-
troyed by the falling value of money.

Who would not be sucked in by an under-
taking like that? But how much has been
done towards this special study of all
people on fixed Incomes?

The next part of the motion deals with
the Premier's promise to have a separate
sympathetic study of the leisure needs of
elderly people. Let us see what the Pre-
mier said in regard to that-

We will have a separate sympathetic
study of the leisure needs of elderly
People, recognising that many have
limited opportunity because of limited
income.

Mr Speaker, that is cruel because it Is hold-
ing out something to these people who are
in need of some special attention and
undertaking to make a special sympathetic
study, which implies assistance after the
study Is completed otherwise it could not
be a sympathetic study if it was going to
have no result. How much has been done
to implement that promise?

Sir Charles Court: More than YOU ap-
parently want to realise, which I will ex-
plain to you later.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Government has
done nothing.

Sir Charles Court: We have done a lot.
You will be surprised when I tell you.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yes, I will be sur-
prised; but the Premier will not get away
with merely giving me words. We will want
some evidence.

Sir Charles Court: I will show You
evidence of action.

Mr Skidmore: Old people In my elec-
torate would have evidence of it.

Mr B. T. Burke: He fixed up Tresillian,
anyway.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The next part of the
motion deals with the Premier's promise to
set up an independent body to be a
watchdog for the public to see that laws
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and regulations do not trespass unduly on
personal rights and liberties. I hope the
Premier can give me some indication that
this is being carried out.

Can any member on the Government
side Produce any evidence at all that this
watchdog Is alive?

Mr Harman: Silence.
Mr Skidmore: It is probably one of those

Prohibited dogs.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Let us have a look

at the Premier's policy speech in this re-
spect. It states--

Despite our many laws, personal
rights and freedoms still suffer at
times at the hand of Government.

I will say they do! The policy speech
continues-

We are aware of many laws and
regulations which do not, in all cases,
provide for an adequate right of ap-
peal.

The Premier was aware of this, so he did
not need to have a study to ascertain it.
But what has he done to correct the
situation? The policy speech continues--

It is Liberal policy to ensure that
all citizens have these rights of ap-
peal.

We will make it easier for citi-
zens to have the right of appeal
on any matter where they come
into conflict with Government.

We will set up an independent
body to be watchdog for the pub-
lic to see that laws and regula-
tions don't trespass unduly on
personal rights and liberties. It
will also see the public is better
informed on By-laws, Regulations,
reports and documents tabled in
State Parliament.

We will maintain our strong
and, if necessary, expanding sup-
port for the Legal Aid Services
which we established when last
in Government.

Now, Sir, you would know in your capa-
city as a representative of the people that
nothing has been done in connection with
the appointment of this watchdog to deal
with matters of which the Premier claims
he was then aware in respect of regula-
tions, by-laws, and laws imposing hard-
ship upon certain people.

The next promise referred to in the
motion is to investigate every possible re-
use of waste in any form. I emphasise the
words, "every possible re-Use". The fol-
lowing is what the Premier's policy speech
states--

We Propose to investigate every
possible re-use of waste in any form.

Anybody with any common sense who
read that would say, "What a lot of eye-
wash that is." But It is there ini the hope
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that it would attract some additional
voters. The policy continues-

We will set up In the Government
laboratories a waste research section-
mainly to gather all available infor-
mation from round the world, but also
to contribute significant local research
effort.

We expect to have taken significant
steps towards waste conversion with-
in one term of Government.

Mr B, T. Burke: Sounds like rubbish to
me.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I turn now to the
final matter on my list-the special plan
to help low income earners to own their
own homes and land. The policy of the
Liberal Party states-

For low income earners we have a
special plan to help them become the
owners of their home and land.

So there was no need for any inquiry or
examination of this, The Premier claimed
to have had the plan, and the plan 'was
to help these low income earners to be-
come the owners of their homes and land.

Every now and then I receive a letter
or telephone call from one of these low
income earners who is in serious difficulty
because the wage he earns Is not suffi-
cient to enable him to meet the payments
required by his building society. These
People have applied to the Government
for help and have received absolutely
nothing.

What has happened to this special plan
to enable low income earners to own their
own homes? They are being told that the
best way out of their difficulty is to sell
the homes they are trying to buy. The
rate of Inflation and the fact that the de-
mand now is for houses already built
rather than for new homes has sent up the
Price of existing houses, so these people
are being told the best solution to their
problem is to sell the homes they are in
and to go in for cheaper places. So what
has happened to this plan the Premier
had already worked out? According to him
It was only a matter of getting into Gov-
ernment and implementing this plan, and
things would be put right. Apparently the
plan has been lost; it is forgotten.

Mdr Skidmore., A figment of his imagin-
ation.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Surely the Opposition
is justified, when the Government Is al-
most halfway through its term, in remind-
Ing it of these important promises which
would mean so much If they were imple-
mented; and surely the Opposition is Jus-
tified in reminding the Government that
little or nothing has been done in connec-
tion with them. I suppose a number of these
promises will follow the course that others
have already taken. I refer to the scheme
to transfer children to the secondary
school system a year earlier than Is pre-
sently the case. That scheme has been
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abandoned now. We will not see it again-
not in our lifetime. Doubtless that is what
will happen to a number of these promises.

Unfortunately it is true that the memor-
ies of most People are short, and their at-
tention is attracted by other promises. So
many people are so gullible. However , it is
true to say that one can fool some of the
People some of the time but one cannot
fool all of the people all of the time. I
believe that when the people start to think
about the tremendous increases in taxes
and charges-which are absolutely unpre-
cedented; never before in my experience
have I known anything like it, when
scarcely a charge has been left untouched-
they will be sorry they elected this Govern-
ment. One is surprised when one moves
around and wants to take advantage of a
service that was previously available and
finds that in some cases it now costs four
times as much as it used to. If one wishes
to examine some documents in the Com-
panies Office, where previously it could be
done for a fee of $1 it now costs $5. That
is typical of the general experience.

Therefore, we feel that in the interests
of the People of this State we have a great
responsibility to make the Government face
right up to its undertakings, and we have
a right to expect some Performance from
it in view of the way the Premier came
out during the election and Questioned
our calculations with regard to the cost of
the Liberal Party promises. Hie threatened
to hold an inquiry when he got into Gov-
ernment, and then forgot all about the
idea because he soon realised that the very
Treasury officers that he was then criticis-
Ing were the officers who were going to
serve him and who were beyond reproach.

Well, there it Is. When in Government
we had to stand up against censure motion
after censure motion. The first one came
when we had been less than six months
in office, and it was in respect of increases
in taxes and charges far less than those
which have been imposed under the pre-
sent Government. So I say most definitely
that if ever a censure motion was justified
this one most certainly is. I move it in the
hope that the Government will take some
notice and will at least make an earnest
endeavour to fulfil some of the Promises it
made if it has the ability and the will
to do so.

Mr JAMIESON: I formally second the
motion.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) (8.44 pi.m.]: One expects this type
of motion, and I do not criticise the Op-
position at all for bringing it forward.
Naturally it is seeking to try to demon-
strate to the People that it can do things
better than the Government can. But I re-
mind the Leader of the Opposition and his
colleagues that the Government has been
in office some 16 months as at the 8th
August, and it has 36 months to go.

Mr B. T.X Burke: Has it?
Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course we

were elected for 36 months.
Mr B. T. Burke: You said you had 36

months to go. Have you invoked the fuel
and energy legislation already?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If members op-
posite want to be pedantic, we have served
16 months out of the 36 months permitted
under the Constitution. I remember when
the Leader of the Opposition was Premier
he used to plead and say, "I have this
whole term to carry out my promises. You
cannot expect us to do them overnight."

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You said you would
carry out your promises within six months.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We had occasion
to remind him that many of his promises
which could have been Implemented
quickly were dragging their feet; he gave
his explanations for that and in due course
he did honour some of those promises. He
could not get around to honouring some,
but I suppose that is the fate of most
Governments. However, he used to plead
that he had to have time and was entitled
to that time, and that sometimes circum-
stances change,

I want to remind the Leader of the
Opposition that when we went to the elec-
tors we set out a very comprehensive pro-
gramme, in very clear terms. I think it was
the most comprehensive policy a party has
ever set out for a State election. I deliber-
ately made it so because I gan a great be-
liever that it is a good thing to go out on
a limb and say what one is going to do:
it provides a challenge to get those things
done. Here we have served only 16 months
out of a total term of 36 months, and more
than half those promises have been hon-
oured; no matter how much the Leader of
the Opposition likes to play with words,
that is the situation.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are terrific!
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I did the hon-
ourable member's leader the courtesy of
listening to him.

Mr B. T. Burke: But he was talking
sense.

Mr Skidmore: He was not talking rub-
bish.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Member opposite
are going to get a few shocks by the time
I am finished: obviously they are not quite
in tune with what is going on. I remind
members opposite again that although only
16 months out of a 36-month termi have
been served by our Government, more than
half our promises have been honoured. By
the time our term is up, we will go to
the electors with practically all our prom-
ises completed. No doubt some of them
are only small Promises, but most are im-
portant to the people of Western Australia.
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I am not surprised members of the Op-
position should adopt the tactics they
have, because they have a party which is
in complete disarray.

Mr Skidmore: Where?
Sir CHARLES COURT: As very loyal

members of that party, they are endeav-
ouring to put their best side forward to
the public. They feel that If they come
out and criticise us, they might take some
of the heat off their colleagues in Can-
berra.

Mr B. T. Burke: Here we go again.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Just let us ex-

amine the situation in Canberra.
Mr Bertram: Can you not change the

record?
Sir CHARLES COURT: Here is the

national Government-a Government
which claims it has the responsibility
and capacity to control all things, and
wants to take over the lot-in such a state
of disarray that we are literally in a state
of national crisis. I say quite frankly that
if only the central Government-which it
wants to be-would get off the backs of
the States, we would find the States would
be able to perform better, because It is
not only Western Australia which is being
disadvantaged; I remind members opposite
of the predicament of their friends in
South Australia, If they want to hear
some very cogent comments about the
Prime Minister, they should attend a meet-
ing addressed by the South Australian Pre-
mier when he is trying to gain a few votes
and trying to say he has no relationship
with that firm in Canberra.

Mr Skidmore: Come back to the State
you are supposed to be helping.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Although I
know they will not accept it, I remind
members opposite that if they have a look
at the indices they will find that Western
Australia is weathering the storm better
than other States. If they talk to Trea-
sury officers from other States and the
Commonwealth they will finid that the
Western Australian Treasury is in better
shape, relative to the other States, in
respect of the problems facing us gener-
ally.

Mr Skidmore: With all the increased
charges.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Th is because
of very sound, tough management; because
we have been able to keep our Public Ser-
vice under control and reduce the rate of
increase. This fact was complained about
last night by the member for Victoria
Park; he claimed we had kept down Public
Service numbers to too great an extent.
What more does he want? He cannot
have it both ways. If the numbers had
increased by the growth figure we inherited
he would be standing in this place scream-
ing blue mnurder tnat the numbers should go

down. It is part and parcel of the Job of
Government to keep a lid on this sort of
thing. The result is that we finished up
the year with a growth of less than 2.5
per cent; that is not easy to do, and I
think members will find it is the best per-
formance in the whole of Australia.

Mr Skidmore: It Is easy to do with a
Government which is not achieveing any-
thing.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I make the
point that we are responsible in our man-
agement. If members look at our situation
as a State, they will find it is reflected
in the healthier position in Western Aus-
tralia; there Is not quite the gloom one
will find in South Australia, Victoria, New
South Wales, and Queensland at present.

If members opposite do not want to
accept what I say, I invite them to look
at the ACMA report which was released
yesterday and reported in this morning's
Press. It was prepared by W. D. Scott, a
firm which the Leader of the Opposition
when Premier lauded as being of great
repute. That report -sets out exactly what
will happen to the overall Australian
economy if the Present Government
remains in office and is allowed to con-
tinue its policies through the TAC.

Mr Skidmore: The Government you
refer to is the Liberal-Country Party
Government in Western Australia.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am talking
about the Government in Canberra.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are, always.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I must remind

members opposite of this point, because
they belong to a party which believes all
power should be in Canberra. It is no good
their running away from this one, although
I know it Is unpalatable to them.

Mr Jamieson: Of course, you always say
that. But it is a deliberate lie, and you
know it.

Withdrawal of Remark
Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, I

must ask for a withdrawal of that remark.
The SPEAKER: I ask the member for

Welshpool to withdraw the remark.
Mr JAMIESON:, In deference to you, Mr

Speaker, I withdraw the remark.

Debate Resumed

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker-
Mr Jamieson: You know that nowhere

in your platform is there any mention of
the existence of a State; this does not
appear anywhere in the Federal Liberal
platform. Yet the Australian Labor Party
platform consistently refers to the other
States, and their responsibilities. Get out
of that one, if you can.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I just want to
tell the Deputy Leader of the Opposition-
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Mr Jamieson: Get out of that one if you
can!

Sir CHARLES COURT: -that the whole
principle of Liberal policy and Country
Party policy is based on a Federal system.

Mr Jamnieson: And so is the platform
of the Australian Labor Party.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition-

Mr Jamieson: Read it!
Sir CHARLES COURT: -Just cannot

run away from the fact that his party is
committed to a centralist programme.

Mr Bertram: And so is yours.
Mr Jamieson: So is yours. Your plat-

form states that; you produce it. but do
not read it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The ALP
leader is committed to the abolition of the
States.

Mr Jamieson: It is not! Show me one
place where that Is stated.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Jamieson: Show me one place!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Jamieson: Show me one place!
Sir CHARLES COURT: It is no good

the Deputy Leader of the Opposition blow-
ing his top on this matter.

Mr Jamieson: You cannot show me be-
cause it is not there.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Jamnieson: You are talking tripe.

that is all.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I am just try-

Ing to tell the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition-

Mr Jamileson: Tripe!
Sir CHARLES COURT: I have been at

Premiers' Conferences when the honour-
able member's revered Prime Minister, of
whom he thinks so much, said he hoped it
would be the last Premiers' Conference
ever held.

Mr Jamnieson: Maybe that would be a
good idea, because you never get anywhere.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Prime
Minister found them nauseating.

Mr Jamnieson: Nothing of the sort!

The SPEAKER: Order! I am afraid I
must rise to ask members to behave more
as gentlemen in this place. I cannot
permit a continuing chorus of interjec-
tions. During the course of speeches, a.
speaker is very likely to offend the ears
of other members, particularly those
opposite; this happens in politics. How-
ever, the member on his feet is entitled
to speak and be heard, provided he con-
forms to Standing Orders. As I have said
before, there is no question of my trying

to stop interjections; when I was a mem-
ber on the floor of the House I used to
interject. But members must have regard
for the Speaker when he calls for order
against a chorus of interjections or per-
sistent Interjections. I ask members to
behave in that regard and actacodn
to Standing Orders.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to return
to this question of the national crisis
which confronts us at present.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: What about coming
back to your promises?

Sir CHARLES COURT: What I have to
say is relevant to our promises. Members
opposite should not take my word for it;
could I suggest among the many other
pieces of responsible information available
in Australia today that they look at the
report released yesterday dealing with
what will happen to Australia and to the
work force, inflation and unemployment if
the present policies are continued to be
pursued in Canberra.

When one undertakes to do certain
things in a State, one is entitled to assume
there will be a sense of responsibility in
the central, national Government in Can-
berra; but that has not been the case.
After the first few months of the debacle
which was taking place over there we all
believed and hoped-I am sure members
Opposite hoped-that there would be a
change In the direction, policy and atti-
tude of the Federal Government and we
could return to a situation where the
States were allowed to get on with the
job and get their economies moving again.
This is the only way we can defeat infla-
tion and unemployment.

Mr Jamieson: It is not, of course.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable

member says, "It is not". I want to re-
mind him that the time of greatest sta-
bility in Australia was the time when the
economy was hardest at work.

Mr Jamieson: That is the time when
inflation is generated; it Is part of the
system.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is when we
see some of these policies being introduced
which try to slow the horse down and
pull its head off that we get these uncer-
tainties. If we listened to the utterances
of Dr Cairns over the last few weeks we
would see he has advocated that the only
way to lick inflation and unemployment is
to get the economy back to work. I agree
with him. In fact I used to talk to him
on this matter when he was Treasurer; I
even had a special meeting with him about
it to ask him just to give us a chance to
talk to his friend Connor and get him to
let the economy get back to work. In his
heart, I think he agreed with what I put
to him, because that is the sort of thing
he is saying now. All the time we have the
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stop-go policies of this central Government.
we will have unemployment and inflatiou.

Mr Jamieson: Stop-go!
Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition cared to open the
newspaper one day he would see that we
had a Commonwealth Government which
was anti-private enterprise and anti-profit.
If he opened the newspaper the next day
he would see that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment then said, "We have to get more
profit back Into private enterprise." It
even went before the Prices Justification
Tribunal and said, "Let these companies
make a profit, because they are going down
the drain. There is no capital going back
into the business sector."

Despite all the frustrations we in Western
Australia have experienced, we have man-
aged to produce an unemployment situa-
tion which, although it is not good, is
much better than the national average over
five consecutive months and the best in
Australia today. I hope that situation will
continue, We just keep Pressing on, trying
to get as many projects going as we can.
For Instance, the collective effort of ex-
pansion taking place In different projects
in the Pilbara would be greater than any
one of the Projects which were developed
In the 1960s. It is not all being done at
the one place, but at least work is being
done at places like Newman, Hainersley,
Dampier, Tom Price, and Port Hedland,
which Is collectively substantial. Major
work Is being done on existing major pro-
jects.

Mr Jamieson: You go ahead and there
will be a greater bust-up than ever before.

Sir CHARLES COURT: In spite of the
frustrations of Canberra, I remind mem-
bers opposite that our management here
has been such that we have been able t3
get on top of the unemployment situation,
relatively speaking. It Is not what we want:
I am not happy about an unemployment
rate of 3.5 per cent, and neither should
members opposite be happy. But here we
have the leaders of both the Parliamentary
Labor Party and the ACTU talking about
a potential unemployed of half a million
in Australia.

I return to the cost of living and the
CPI figure, about which the Leader of the
opposition made great play. At the
moment, it Is true that our rate of Increase
is higher than for other States. But I
remind members that If it were not for
certain commodities such as meat, our CPI
figures would be comparable with the rest
of Australia.

Mr Bryce: I heard the same argument
this morning. If the English took the
potato out of their index the same story
would apply.

Several members interjected.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course, the

member for Ascot is using the philosophy
which the Russians use to bring about a

statistic which shows no inflation. They
just take something out of the CPI! I want
to remind members opposite, and especi-
ally the member for Warren who may be
Interested In what I have to say-

Mr H. D. Evans: I am looking at the
front page of the Daily News.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members should
look at the CPI figures. The figures have
been tabled, and they can look at these
if they do not want to look at the official
statistics. By looking at them members
opposite will find the sole cause for Wes-
tern Australia having a higher CPI figure
Is the price of meat. There is a very good
reason for this, and I make no apology for
it.

Mr Skidmnore: Tell us why, If You make
no apology for It.

Sir CHARLES COURT: For the simple
reason that we in Western Australia have
endeavoured to get more for the producer
of meat that is consumed In the State.

Mr Jamieson: The producers have all
gone broke.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: There are three mem-

bers in the Opposition Interjecting at the
same time.

Sir CHARLES COURT: if members
opposite will listen they might learn some-
thing. I know that the much-criticised
beef scheme the member for Mt. Marshall
introduced as Minister for Agriculture has
been the subject of a lot of ridicule by
members opposite, but It was a genuine
attempt made by a person who was trying
desperately to find a way of getting a little
more for the producers, and he did.

Mr H. D. Evans: That was an empty
gesture, and you know it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let me quote a
few figures, and they are not mine.

Mr B. T. Burke: They are from Doug
Cash!

Sir CHARLES COURT: These figures
are from the Lamb Marketing Board,
which members opposite believe is a won-
derful board because they want to extend
its operations further. We cannot have a
higher return to Producers, and a lower
CPI at the same time.

Mr H. D. Evans: You can give a fair
go all round, but you are not prepared
to give it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is quite
apart from the fact that the retail price
of meat In Western Australia is naturally
higher because the prices at the producer
end are higher. I shall quote the figures of
the price of lamb for the period 1st July to
the 31st December, 1974. These are the
prices to the producer and are as follows-

lb.
Western Australia 25.76c net
South Australia ... 19.17c net
Victoria 20.57c net
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Let me refer to the figures for the Period time he tried to bring together all the
July, 1974, to the 28th Web-
They are as follows--

lb.
.. 26.26c net

19.R~c net
.. 20.82c net

Western Australia.
South Australia
Victoria ..

If we take the whole year to the 30th June,
1975, we find that the net prices to the
producers were as follows-

Western Australia
South Australia
Victoria

lb.
27.44c net

.. 22.94c net
-24.02c net

In other words. Western Australia has a
higher figure all the way through.

I have other figures from the Australian
Meat Board. I will remind members oppo-
site, and in particular the member for
Warren who is always very critical of the
scheme that was introduced by the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall, that these figures
are from the Australian Meat Hoard re-
lating to the week ended the 1st August,
1975.

For beef yearlings of domestic market
Quality the net prices to the Producers
were as follows-

Perth .... 55.5c per kilogram
Sydney ...34c per kilogram
Melbourne .. 35c per kilogram
Brisbane .... 33c per kilogram
Adelaide _.48c per kilogram
Hobart .. 41c per kilogram

Mr H1. D). Evans: And calves at 20c, to
30c per kilogram.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am trying to
tell members opposite who are not pre-
Pared to listen that we are not happy
about the prices which the producers are
receiving.

Mr Skidmore: Neither are we.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I am trying to

tell members opposite why the CPI for
Western Australia is higher than for the
other States. It is because we have tried
deliberately to get a little more for the
Producers. Even at those prices they are
not able to break even.

The prices of oxen between 301 and 320
kilograms of first and second export
grading are as follows-

Perth .... 34.5c per kilogram
Sydney .... 26c per kilogram
Melbourne .. .30c per kilogram
Brisbane ... 30c per kilogram
Adelaide . 26c per kilogram
Hobart 24c per kilogram

Again, Western Australia is far out in
front.

Mr H. D. Evans: The situation that
exists In the other States is not the result
of the scheme.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member tore strips off the member for
Mt. Marshall when he was trying to do
something for the Producers. For the first

from the 1st
muary, 1975.

elements between the Producers and the
retailers.

Mr H. D. Evans: There was absolutely
no teeth in what he was doing, and the
scheme was doomed to failure.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course, there
were not enough teeth in it, but never-
theless it was an attempt to do something
for the producers, and this was reflected
in their net returns.

Mr H. D. Evans: It did not work.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I challenge
members opposite to say that because
these Prices are higher than in the other
States they want to scrub these systems.

Mr Harman: Let the Minister for Agri-
culture handle that side of the question.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: order! This is the se-

cond time I am on my feet to ask members
not to interject in a chorus, or persist-
ently. one member may Interject at a
time, otherwise I will have to take action
and I most certainly will.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to reite-
rate that because of action that has been
taken In Western Australia it has been
possible, from the figures I have given,
to give more in net return to the pro-
dueers of this State than to the producers
of the other States. However, they are
not getting nearly enough.

Mr H. D. Evans: You should stick to
something you know.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would remind
the member for Warren that these mat-
ters are decided in Cabinet, and we do
know what we are talking about.

Mr Bryce: We all know about Cabinet
decisions.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Whilst the
prices the producers are getting are not
good enough, members opposite should
realise that the Government has been pre-
pared to accept the Problem of a higher
CPI, in order to get something more for
the Producers. I think it Is fair to say
that for the first time, as a result of the
work done by the member for Mt. Mar-
shall, we have managed to get better
dialogue between all sections of the in-
dustry now than ever before, but there is
still a long way to go. At least this is a
start, and members opposite should ac-
knowledge It as such.

On the question of inflation let me get
back to some other facts. The Premiers
have shown plenty of goodwill towards the
Prime Minister in offering to do a package
deal to help him to face up to the total
question of inflation. I have read out to
the House the headings under which the
Premiers agreed to co-operate at the Pre-
miers' Conference of June. 1974. Somne of
the matters in those headings were dif-
ficuit for us to swallow, because they were
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not consistent with our Policy. However,
we said that In the national interest we
were prepared to go along with the Prime
Minister, as long as It was a package deal
and we carried It out together. However,
nothing happened.

It was not until the last Premiers' Con-
ference in June of this year that we saw
the first glimmer of light. Senator
McClelland, the new Minister for Labour,
and the Prime Minister said, "We would
like you to join with us in trying to en-
force the guidelines of indexation."~ We ex-
plained that we were happy to do that.

Mr Skidmore: The Premier now suffers
the same indignity of wage Indexation.
Members of this Parliament did not get
even the 3.6 per cent rise.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We should keep
off that issue. I shall leave it to members
opposite to argue it out with the mem-
bets of the tribunal who are only too
willing to meet them.

At the Premiers' Conference in June.
1974, an offer was made by all Premiers,
regardless of their politics, to the Prime
Minister. Some 'Premiers made that offer
with great reluctance, because it would
be a bit of a wrench to do things foreign
to their Policies. However, in the national
Interest we were Prepared to make the
offer. In February, 1975, the same thing
was done. It was not until June, 1975,
that we saw the first glimmer of light and
Perceived a slight bit of co-operation at
the national level.

The Federal Government was so des-
perate it just had to do something. Of
course, now it is grasping at any straw to
try to instil a little confidence in the
Private sector. I shall now turn to the
next point in the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr Skidmore: Which one have you dealt
with?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If members Op-
posite wish me to deal with the various
items they should be prepared to listen.

Mr Skidmore: It is very difficult to un-
derstand what you have already dealt
with.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To deal with
the question of natural disaster relief, the
fact that we have not set up this fund
under Statute does not mean it has been
abandoned. As far as I am concerned the
Idea has not been abandoned by the Gov-
ernment.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: How much money did
you put into it last year?

Sir-CHARLES COURT: The Treasury
has advised against this scheme, and I con-
ferred with the Treasury again only today.
I want to tell members opposite this: There
is in existence a scheme about which the
Leader of the Opposition knows, and
under which the Commonwealth Govern-
ment participates on a dollar for dollar
basis.

Mr Jamieson: Surely you would not take
from the Australian Government its filthy
dollars!

Mr Sodeman: It is our money.
Mr Bryce: Some of it comes from the

other side of the country too. We are pretty
heavily subsidised.

Mr Sodeman: It is a rip-off.
Sir CHARLES COURT: If I might inter-

ject, the Commonwealth has had a scheme
which goes back long before the time the
present Commonwealth Government came
into office; this is a scheme based on a
dollar for dollar assistance for natural
disasters. There is an accepted base expen-
diture figure which has stood for a long
time: this is $1.5 million. The Common-
wealth does not come in until a State has
spent $1.5 million out of its own resources
on relief.

The members opposite who have been
Ministers know this to be factual. Because
of the nature of Western Australia today,
it so happens that we do not have the
natural disasters that have been ex-
perienced in Victoria, Tasmania, and
Queensland. I cannot recall any disaster
of the same magnitude in New South
Wales, but no doubt that State has them.
It has a big river system, and it can ex-
perience natural disasters of a calamitous
nature.

In recent times, Tasmania and Queens-
land in particular have experienced very
serious natural disasters, and millions upon
millions of dollars from the Common-
wealth have been poured into those States
because they qualified for Commonwealth
assistance. In fact they received better
than dollar for dollar in assistance, because
so great was the loss that those States
could not cope on the dollar for dollar
basis.

We do not qualify for Commonwealth
assistance until we get past the base ex-
penditure. MY great fear when I made the
statement in my policy speech, which I
still stick by, was that there must come
a time, because of our build-up in popula-
tion and the sophisticated nature of our
development, when we will experience a
natural disaster of huge proportions.

In the Past we have not had a natural
disaster of these Proportions, but it is an
historic fact that as a State builds up and
the Population increases, and as there Is
more development and more sophistication
of development, it is in line for experienc-
ing a disaster. We do not have to think
for very long to understand the reason.

We undertook to set up this fund on a
modest basis and Progressively build it up
so that it would be self earning and self
perpetuating against the day when if
there was a call on it we would not have
to go through the rigmarole of getting
money from ordinary Treasury sources.
We would be able to get on with the job
much quicker. I still believe that is thea
correct way.
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Mr Skidmore: The development within
the State demands the expenditure of a
great sum of money but the Premier Is
now telling us of his ineptitude in being
able to supply only a small amount.

S1.- CHALJES COURT; I cannot follow
the logic of the member. I am telling him
the purpose of the fund is to start to
build up a natural disaster fund of our
own. No Premier or Treasurer ignores
the advice of his Treasury officers If he
has any sense, and those officers have told
me to have another look at the position
before I decide on the form of the legisla-
tion because it may react against West-
ern Australia and we may miss out on
Commonwealth assistance.

We have not abandoned the scheme. I
hope we will be able to devise a way
whereby we can set aside a sum of money
-even a modest amount-which wml
accumulate and earn interest and be avail-
able in the event of drought or other
natural disasters. We will have access to
such a fund much more quickly. I have
noticed in the Past that there has always
been a hiatus in trying to get to grips
with any emergency situation. Just
because we do not have a fund set up at
the present time, by putting aside $200 000
this year and a similar sum next year, do
not assume that nothing has been done.

Mr Barnett:, Have you a fund?
Sir CHARLES COURT: I think I

stressed to the honourable gentleman, in
the simplest way, that the fund has not
been started at this stage because advice
has been received that we should look
further into the matter.

Mr Bryce: How long will it take to have
another look at the matter?

Several members interjected.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have a Gov-
ernment which can function in my ab-
sence: it is not a one-man band which
cannot function because I am not here.

Mr Bryce: Not a one-man band, he
says!

Mr Barnett: is that what he whispered
while overseas?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: I sometimes

have to wonder, Mr Speaker. I suggest
to members opposite they read the article
in the newspaper about the school child-
ren who recently went to the South Aus-
tralian Parliament in Adelaide. If those
children were here tonight and saw mem-
bers opposite in action they would have
the same reaction.

Mr Jamieson: It is obvious the Premier
has not been in Adelaide while Parliament
has been sitting, otherwise, he might have
some better ideas.

The SPEAKER: order!

Mr B. T. Burke: That is the first point;
now for the second.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The third point
on the list Presented by the Leader of the
Opposition is--

to undertake a special study of the
plight of all people on fixed incomes.

Members opposite might be surprised to
know we have moved on this matter, and
I want to point out the sequence of events.
First of all, It was decided we would have
an inquiry into pensioner concessions, and
the fringe benefits available for pensioners.
That inquiry has been completed and is
now in the course of being evaluated. I
intend to send a copy of the report to the
Prime Minister, and to all Premiers
because it is quite obvious that any assist-
ance for pensioners can be resolved only
by the States acting together in order to
overcome some of the anomalies which
have become apparent.

Mr Skidnmore: The Premier believes in a
sensible approach to the problems con-
fronted by elderly people?

Mr Jamieson: We have always had the
greatest Concessions here in this State.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The problem is
that pensioners come to this State from
other States and say that although they
appreciate our concessions they want to
know about the wonderful concessions
they had In Victoria or South Australia,
or some other State. They do not take
into account the concessions which are
better in this State.

The report to which I have referred is
comprehensive and was compiled by coin-
petent people. It will be of value to all
the States and the Commonwealth.

Members opposite well know the Com-
monwealth has been undertaking a com-
prehensive study of the whole question
of poverty. it was started during the
time of the McMahon Government and
it has been continued and extended
by the present Government. The first fruits
of that inquiry are now becoming public
and I think the recommendations will be
acted on in due course.

It so happens a lot of work has been
done. We have already made an approach
-back In May-and further discussions
took place on the 18th July to obtain the
services of a very competent economist
with a sound knowledge of sociological as-
pects to undertake the next stage of this
work. So, rather than abandoning the mat-
ter, we are becoming more and more in-
volved and heavily committed to this pro-
gramme. We know that when the work Is
finished there will be many aspects which
we will not be able to finance ourselves, but
at least we will be in a stronger Position If
we know what is involved and we will
know what to Present to our colleagues
in the other States and the commonwealth
so that we can get a true Federal an-
proach to the whole job.
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Mr Skidmore: When does the Premier
think the report will be available?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I hope our work
on evaluating the pensioner report will
be finished in a matter of a few weeks.
The further report cannot be undertaken
under a period of a few months. The
member opposite is aware of the time
taken at the Federal level to inquire into
poverty, with all the facilities available
to that inquiry. However, once we can
get someone launched on the task I
hope that with the assistance available
from the departments we will have some
sort of result within six months.

Once the person concerned starts work
he will need to concentrate completely.
I do not want a man who has three or
four irons in the fire. He will need to
concentrate all his activities on the in-
quiry. That is one of the problems--
obtaining a man who can concentrate,
and a man who has the competence to
undertake the task.

Mr Skidmore: That is an additional
study which the Government is to under-
take?

Sir CHARLES COURT: No, this is the
inquiry into the plight of people on fixed
incomes. We accept the fact it is very
galling to people who have been thrifty
to find their thrift being wasted because
of inflation, particularly at the rate at
which it is running in Australia and in
some other parts of the world at the pre-
sent time.

The next point raised by the Leader
of the Opposition reads-

to have a separate sympathetic study
of the leisure needs of elderly people;

Whether or not the Opposition realises
it, we have been taking action in tils
direction. Both the Minister for Educa-
tion and the Minister for Community Wel-
fare have been working together In an
effort to come to grips with this problem.
A number of surveys have been carried
out by the Community Recreation Coun-
cil independent of the other work. It
has to be understood there is a tie-up
between the Community Recreation Coun-
cil and the Department for Community
Welfare. We already have a lot of data
on the leisure needs of elderly People. A
pilot scheme, based on a survey conducted
by Dr Lefroy of the Public Health Extended
Care Department, has been organised by
a Community Recreation Council officer
working in the Claremont area. It is a
pilot scheme which has to be translated
from the office to the field in order to be
tested. It will provide leisure services for
the elderly and will supplement existing
extended care services.

Mr Skidmore: Are other suburbs In-
cluded?

Sir CHARLES COURT: At the moment
the Pilot scheme is concentrated in one
area. It was selected by those doing the
survey; not by myself.

Mr Skidmore: It surprises me-the area
which has been chosen.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It does not
surprise mue. When one understands the
work which is going on there is a reason
why they tend to gravitate to some par-
ticular areas. Those involved are people
of great integrity and no doubt they have
selected areas which they consider will
give the quickest results.

The scheme which will Involve com-
munity groups. Government departments,
and local government will be launched mn
October this year. A house by house
survey will also be conducted as part of
the Pilot scheme.

A survey to assess the need for a library
book delivery service for the elderly has
been initiated by a Community Recreation
Council officer in the Nedlands-Claremont
area. This Is another segment of a con-
tinuing policy of catering for the leisure
needs of the whole community. July saw
the launching of a scheme for the dis-
abled, and In October the beginning of a
scheme for the aged.

So, something real is being done. One
has to walk before one can run, and the
two Ministers concerned are aware of
that fact, and that this policy Is very real
in Government plans. Considerable action
has been taken but we cannot do every-
thing in one day. I want to Inform mem-
bers that positive action is being taken.

Mr Skidmore: It surprises me that this
problem has been with us for so long
under so many Governments, but there
does not seem to have been a continuing
effort.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There will be a
continuing effort because once we get past
the academic approach and into the pilot
scheme we are taking real action.

Mr Skidmore: How many years away?
Sir CHARLES COURT: At least, we are

doing something about the problem. For
goodness sake, acknowledge that some-
thing Is being done which, perhaps, should
have been done years ago. When one talks
about leisure for elderly people one has
to remember that "leisure" means more
than getting around by a hop, skip, and
a jump. It is a wide ranging thing.

Mr Skidmore: It seems to be taking some
time.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the Premier
resume his seat? For the benefit of the
member for Swan I suggest he would not
enjoy persistent interjections from some-
one else If he were on his feet. I ask him
to restrain himself.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: Moving on to
the fifth matter raised by the Leader of
the Opposition, the paragraph states--

to set up an independent body to be
watchdog for the public to see that
laws and regulations don't trespass
unduly on personal fights and liber-
ties;

There is no official statutory body estab-
lished yet but whilst I am not sanguine
about getting legislation introduced this
year, it will be introduced next year. It is
a question of whether it will be handled by
two separate bodies, or by one body. I
acknowledge It is not as easy as some
People might believe.

Within six months of coming into office
we received a submission from the Crown
Law Department setting out one methoal,
but we did not think it was very practical.
It has been returned to the drawing board.
However, legislation will be introduced to
deal with this situation. I am assured by
the department that Cabinet will have
before it a proposal for the formation of
the necessary organisationi to report on
current practices which may impinge upon
people's freedoms and rights of privacy in
computer processing.

That is only one very small facet of the
total programme which has been put before
us, but there is still time, within the life
of this Government, to establish an organ-
isation. I do not know why the Leader of
the Opposition picked on some of the
items in his list. I could have given him
a better list.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: We will have time to
discuss other matters later.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I hope so be-
cause every time matters such as these are
raised we are able to demonstrate that
we are doing something.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: The Premier is making
pretty heavy weather so far.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The next item
in the list presented by the Leader of the
Oppositon reads--

to investigate every possible re-use of
waste in any form:

I want to tell the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that we have made a great deal of
progress in this regard. It forms a very
interesting study and within a genera-
tion-in fact, within a decade-it will be
a very vital agency to every Government
and every Industry. It falls into several
categories.

One deals with waste associated with the
ordinary towns and cities as a matter of
routine and as a consequence of having
people and having industries. The whole
world is trying to find a way to deal with
that type of waste on a basis which will
turn it into something profitable. I have
expressed the view to my colleagues that

up-to-date world thinking is along the
lines of trying to treat rubbish on a profit-
able basis. There is a tendency to over-
look the fact that it is already a costly
item to handle. We hope to get a process
to produce something of economic value
and costing less to Produce than the cost
involved In trying to dispose of the rub-
bish. We have to try to make a profit on
the basis of the total economy rather than
as a separate trading identity. So the
Government is working on a number of
alternatives.

Furthermore, the Minister for Industrial
Development has instructions that in all
negotiations for industrial development he
is to try to find industries which can
use some of the by-products, so that by-
products which may be treated as waste
in one industry may be used economically
in another. Of course, that is the real
acme of perfection if it can be achieved.

Some countries have shown amazing in-
genuity in achieving this end, and the
classic example was the slag waste from the
steel industry in Germany before the war.
Disposal of this waste was an absolute
nightmare to the steel industries before
they managed to use it in cement and
roadmaking. It reached the stage eventu-
ally where instead of a nightmare, they
could not obtain enough slag. So the direc-
tion to the Minister when he negotiates is
to try to Plan industry today, that what
might be called waste from one industry
is used In another.

Nowadays we know of the report by
Maunsell and Partners which was pre-
pared for the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority on waste disposal. This re-
port was initiated by the Government led
by the Leader of the Opposition and it
was tabled by us in this House last
year. Subsequently we had a. report
on community waste in the Perth met-
ropolitan region by the Technical Ad-
visory Committee of the Metropolitan
Refuse Disposal Planning Committee in
May, 1975. This report also has been
tabled in the House, apparently unnoticed
by many members opposite.

As well as this we have a report re-
ceived by the department yesterday from
Enviro-Metric Systems Pty. Ltd. on waste
disposal plants, and this is in the process
of being studied.

We have a representation before us to
set up a refuse solid waste authority, and
a decision has to be made whether such
an authority will be Introduced as a statu-
tory matter. One side of the question is
that of ordinary community waste, and the
other side is the use of by-products or
what could nornally be considered by in-
dustries to be waste, This Is a continuing
study, and I believe It Is being undertaken
to good effect by the Minister concerned
because he knows the Government's direc-
tion in the matter.
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I would like to come to the last para-
graph of the motion. It read&-

(g) to produce the special plan to help
low income earners become the
owners of their home and land.

I am sure members who have had a fairly
close association with problems that have
beset their constituents due to the record
interest rates that have prevailed through-
out Australia in recent times know this
has become a tougher problem than ever
before. Nevertheless, we have pressed
on with our programme. We have tried
to adapt it to the present high inflation-
ary rate and the excessive interest rates
which the Commonwealth itself has told
us will go even higher.

Members have seen the trend in this
direction through the announcement at
the last Commonwealth loan when the
Federal Government had to advise the
States they would have to edge the rates
up if they were to be in the market
to attract a new pool of money which had
been eluding them. As members know,
the last loan the Commonwealth Govern-
ment attempted to raise in May was an
absolute disaster. The Government has had
to change its policy, and reluctantly, it has
had to edge the rates up again. The
scheme being developed will allow the
Ideas that we set out in our election
programme to be embodied, and these are
the ones enunciated at the time-

The scheme would recognise that
the big barriers to home ownership
were finding a deposit and making the
weekly payments:

Instalments set at
for normal loans in
of re-payment could
this problem:

a level less than
the initial stages
help to overcome

A rising scale of payments, in step
with income, would enable any back-
log to be overtaken over a period of
years, at which stage instalments would
be stabilized.

This was all clearly set out In our poicy.
Complex problems associated with uncer-
tain fluctuations in Interest rates have been
overcome, and the next step is to negoti-
ate implementation with building societies.'
savings banks, and other home-lending
institutions.

When this scheme Is implemented, as I
hope it will be in the very near future,
we will set a lead to the rest of Australia,
and maybe to some other parts of the
world. I am confident that the scheme we
enunciated will be Implemented. We think
we have found the answer to the crazy pat-
tern of interest rates that developed after
we came into office. I believe that when
the scheme is implemented, as it will be, it
will be not only a leader in Australia, but
it will be copied in other parts of the world.

I do not want to labour on any further,
except to remind members opposite that

when they commence to criticise this Gov-
ermnent they must realise that we work
under a Federal system with a Prime
Minister who has said, "The user must
pay." I have to say for him that, having
enunciated this principle and repeated it
and repeated it, he is certainly Putting it
into practice. He has just refused to give
us any assistance at all in respect of the
east-West shipping link which is so vital
to us if we are to have transport security
and not exist at the mercy of one railway
and one road. The Prime Minister has
made it very clear there will be no assist-
ance from the Commonwealth so we must
try to ensure that we have security of
transport. To achieve this end the Goy-
ermnent has agreed to underwrite the
retention of this service until the 30th
November In an attempt to find an altern-
ative. I mention this point in passing to
illustrate that this man, our Prime Min-
ister, is quite determined that the philo-
sophy of "the user must pay" will prevail.
Look at the increases In postal rates. These
were increased by 43 per cent in October,
1974, and they will be Increased a further
80 per cent in September. 1975.

Mr Laurance: Scandalous!
Sir CHARLES COURT: Telephone

charges were increased by 26 per cent in
October, 1974. and they will be Increased
by a further 50 per cent in September,
1975.

The annual rental
phones was increased
October, 1974, and it
further 41 per cent in

for business tele-
by 55 per cent in
will increase by a
September, 1975.

Mr Bryce: This sounds like the increases
In water charges to country people.

Mr Laurance: I live there and you do
not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: These increases
will cost the State Government-

Mr Bertram: The Government has no
confidence in its own parties in Canberra.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind mem-
bers that these increases alone will cost
the State Government in the Public Ser-
vice section-without Including Instrumen-
talities such as the Railways Department,
the SEC. and the Water Board-another
$3.8 million a year.

Mr Bryce: Are you going to ask the
Public servants to pay 25 per cent of their
phone calls?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I also refer to
the Australian National Line shipping
rates. Freight rates were Increased 25
per cent in September, 1974, and a further
40 Per cent increase was announced in
July, 1975. And so the story goes on with
Department of Transport charges, etc.
The whole pattern is there, and It makes
us look like mere tyros In raising charges.

Mr Bertram: Tyros, period.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: I also remind
members when considering inflation that
in March, 1975, the increase in wages in
this State 'was 29 per cent over 1974 but
the Constumer Price Index was then only
19.5 per cent.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: It was still the highest
in the Comunonweaith.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It was; I have
given the reasons before and I tabled the
figures the other day. If we allow for the
meat factor in the Consumer Price Index,
our figures are comparable with all the
other States.

Mr Bryce: What happens to your com-
parison if South Australia takes the high-
est component out of Its figures?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am simply
asking Opposition members to understand
that this action is taken as a matter of
deliberate policy to try to afford some
relief to the people who are at least work-
ing to produce something for the nation
rather than obtaining handouts without
doing any work, or trying not to do any
work. We are attempting to return a
little more to the producer. I make no
bones about that fact, and it Is reflected
in the Consumer Price Index.

The member for Warren holds up the
front page on the Daily News about a levy
on retail meat sales. He now has the
answer from the Minister that this
submission was not made at the request
of the Government. We are endeavouring
to get the beef industry in the other States
to adopt some schemes which will return
more to the producers as of right In a
more orderly way than the beef scheme
we have here. But at least we have tried
to get something back to the producer.

Mr H. D. Evans: We will come to that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We on this side
reject the motion completely.

MR MOILER (Mundaring) (9.40 p.m.):
I wish in this debate to take the oppor-
tunity to make one or two points in criti-
cism of the Government. The first matter
I wish to speak on is set out in paragraph
(b) as follows-

(bI to establish a disaster fund with
legislative safeguards;

As usual the Premier skirted around the
issue. If we are to believe what the Pre-
mier has said here tonight, we can assume
only that the promises he made to the
people at the election were nothing more
than Liberal Party Policy piffle. He put his
policy to the people, and he is now recon-
sidering it. In all probability it will not
go ahead. In his policy speech the Pre-
mier stated-

We will propose a permanent solu-
tion. We will allocate each year con-
tributions from a levy toward a per-
manent disaster relief fund.

Now he is saying that perhaps next year,
or at some future date, his Government
may allocate $200 000 for this purpose. He
suggested possibly the following year an ad-
ditional amount would be allocated, and so
on. However, he could well have allocated
$100 000 already and utilised the money to
implement his enunciated policy. He has
failed to do this; he has disregarded the
Promise he made to the people at that
time.

The Premier put forward the same riga-
marole tonight in answer to the Leader of
the Opposition as he Put forward in a
much briefer manner in answer to a ques-
tion of mine In November, 1974. With your
permission, Mr Speaker, I would like to
read the question and the reply. It appears
on page 3446 of Hansard of the 21st Nov-
ember. 1974. The question reads--

(1) What steps has he taken to im-
plement a permanent solution for
the providing of finance for dis-
aster relief?

(2) What amount this year has been
allocated this year from the
Treasury, to the establishment of
a permanent relief fund, as pro-
mised in his policy speech?

(3) Does he intend to provide direct
relief by way of Treasury funds to
the hills orchardists recently af-
fected by unseasonal storms,
destroying their uninsured crops?

Prior to my asking this question the mem-
ber for Kalamunda had approached the
Premier for assistance for the orchardists
In the hills area who had Just suffered a
disaster through Storm damage to their
crops.

Because of the policy put to the people
by the Premier, the member for Kala-
munda rightly expected that he could an-
ticipate some disaster relief from his
leader. That caused me to ask. this ques-
tion of the Premier about his intentions
for these orchardists who had suffered
storm damage. The Premier replied as fol-
lows-

(1) and (2) In view of the unreal-
istic attitude of the Common-
wealth G~overnmnent to the rev-
enue needs of the States, as
evidenced by its repeated refusal
to supplement the grants pay-
able under the formula, it has
not been possible, as yet, to es-
tablish a relief fund, but the
Policy set out in my policy speech
has not been abandoned.

Tonight the Premier used virtually the
same words. He said that the Government
is still thinking about it and that he did
not want us to think it has been abandoned.
However, the fact that It has not been in-
plemented certainly Implies that one
again he has misled the public, Just as he
has done throughout his policy speech.

1988
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The answer to the last part of my ques-
tion was as follows-

(3) Representations from the Mem-
ber for Icalamunda are receiv-
ing consideration, but it has been
the policy of successive State
Governments to restrict reliet
measures to large scale disasters
where a state of emergency has
been declared to exist.

Of course, what the Premier does is to
make implications and suggestions; he
tricks the public of Western Australia into
believing that he means what he says and
that statements contained in Liberal Party
policy are reasonable. The Premier has a
very great knack of being able to mislead
the public and dodge around the main
issue.

The Leader of the Opposition also raised
the matter of inflation and referred to the
policy statement of the Premier that it
would be quite easy to fight inflation. But
he has had an opportunity to do so; he is
almost half-way through his term, and
inflation is continuing. In fact, as the
Leader of the Opposition pointed out, ii,
has Increased in Western Australia at a
greater rate than in other States.

One of the things which certainly con-
tributed to the rate of inflation in West-
ern Australia was the Premier's pigheaded-
ness in refusing to enter Medibank by the
1st July. He delayed our entry for one
month for nothing more than political
reasons and cost the State some $2 million.
Also, when the AMA decided to increase
its fees, neither the Premier, the Minister
for Health, nor any other Minister of the
Government lifted a finger to try to
encourage doctors to desist from raising
their fees by such an astronomical amount.

Sir Charles Court: Did you not sEe what
the AMA said about my representation?
It was published in the Press.

Mr MOILER: No. I did not. I am not
quite sure that the Premier did anything.

air Charles Court: You read what they
said; do not take my word for it.

Mr MOILER: I was under the Impres-
sion the statement was to the effect that
the Premier would not Intervene in the
decision taken by the AMA.

Mr J. T. Tonk in: That was my impres-
sion, too.

Sir Charles Court: I could easily find
the reference for you. The statement is-
sued said they felt I would be pleased with
the way the doctors were going to co-
operate and show some restraint as a res-
ult of the representations I had made.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Did you not make a
statement to the effect that You would
not make representations to them?

Sir Charles Court: I do not know about
making representations; we have no statu-
tory power to intervene, and we have no
Intention of giving ourselves that power.

But that did not stop me from talking
to the doctors and saying that I felt they
should show some restraint.

Mr MOILER: Did it have any effect?
Sir Charles Court: Yes.

Mr MOILER: But the doctors' fees were
increased.

Sir Charles Court: Of course they were,
but on a different basis from what was
originally announced. There Is a wider
discretion-in fact, a complete discretion
-within the medical profession.

Mr MOILER: I hope at some later point
the Premier will explain that point more
fully.

Sir Charles Court: You just read what
they said.

Mr MOILER: The simple fact is that the
doctors have Increased their fees.

Sir Charles Court: Of course they have;
your salary has gone up, too.

Mr MOILER: in a Press comment of the
23rd July this year it was stated-

* Gross average earnings of doctors is
at least $45 000 a year.

Sir Charles Court: What is the net?
Mr MOILER: It does not state the net.

and I am in no position to work It out.
The article continues-

Average weekly earnings in WA
(seasonally adjusted) have Increased
about 44 per cent, while the consumer
price Index for Perth (which -includes

medical costs) have risen just under
30 per cent.

I can only assume that it also includes
meat, which the Premier has been want-
ing to take out of the OPI. Members will
see that doctors increased their fees 14
per cent in excess of the CPI increase.

Sir Charles Court: I do not want to re-
move meat from the CPI figures; I just say
that that is one of the reasons it is higher
in Western Australia.

Mr MOILER: Another issue which direc-
tly concerns me in my electorate and
which contributes to inflation is the im-
provements being effected to the Eastern
Hills High School. In January, 1974-more
than 18 months ago-an allocation of
$100 000 was made through the Schools
Commission and the Australian Govern-
ment to be expended on improvements at
this school. On the 14th August, 1974, I
asked the Minister for Education the fol-
lowing question-

(1) What amount of funds has been
allocated to the school for the
necessary upgrading to accommo-
date fourth-year studies in 1975?

(2) How many additional teachers will
be allocated to the school, and
what will be their classifications?

(3) Will the allocation of funds re-
ferred to in (1) be in addition to
the $100 000?



1990 [ASSEMBLY.]

This next is the important question- Australian Government cannot be blamed
(4) When are the improvements re-

ferred to in (3) likely to com-
mence and when is it anticipated
they will be completed?

The Minister replied-
(4) It is hoped to start construction

In October for occupation early
in the new school year.

That is, early in the 1975 school year. As
no movement towards commencing the
improvements had been made by October,
I asked a question of the Minister, follow-
ing which I wrote to him; I received a
reply on the 5th November. I had sought
information as to the reason for the delay
in commencing the additions for which
money had been available for 12 months
and during which time a section of the
building work force was unemployed and
people were seeking employment in the
building trade throughout the State. Money
had been allocated to the State Govern-
ment, but it was not being used. Ten
months after the money had been made
available, the Minister wrote to me in the
following terms--

I refer to your letter of October
4th in which you made reference to
the improvements and additions pro-
posed for the Eastern Hills High
School.

I wish to advise that the work was
commissioned to a Private Architect
in July of this year and that the docu-
mentation has proved to be a most
complex matter. it necessitated work
in nine different areas of the school
and involved alterations, additions,
new works and internal remodelling,
each of which needed a great amount
of detail. There were certain delays
associated with the definition of small
sectional requirements and insuffi-
cient documents of the existing "as
constructed" building were available.
These had to be devised and this also
added to the time for documentation.

This is the point I should like members to
note-

Whilst the delays are regretted, full
working drawings and specifications
have now been delivered to this De-
partment and tenders will be called
shortly. Whilst it is not anticipated
that the new works will be complete
for the first day of school next year,
it Is hoped that they will be available
for use at an early stage in the year's
programme.

Would members believe that the building
still is not completed? It may be ready
for the last term of this Year. The cost
will not be $100 000: it is now $137 000. an
increase of $37 000 over the estimated
cost. The children in the area have
suffered and inflation has been further
aggravated, for which no-one else but the
State Government can be blamed. The

for this as the money was made available
20 months ago. Even the additional
$37 000 is to come from the Australian
Government. I use that Point to illustrate
how time and time again this Govern-
ment takes action which is responsible for
the inflation occrring in Wesdtern Aitl..
tralia at present.

Among the many other things on which
the Premier claims progress is being made
is education. I am sure he will claim the
Government is working towards achieving
this end. The Liberal Party policy states-

In primary schools-we will lower
the admission age to the year in which
the child turns five.

We are almost half-way through the term
of this Government, and I think it is
correct to say that the Government has
opened only three pre-primnary centres to
cater for such children. However, so that
the Premier can claim at the next election
that he has introduced many more child-
ren of this category into the pre-primary
scheme, the Government is endeavouring
to force kindergartens into the education
system by its amendments to the Pre-
School Education Act in the last week of
the autumn session.

Thus, kindergartens absorbed into the
education system will be referred to as
pre-primary schools and the Premier will
be able to say that thousands of five-year-
old children who are now catered for by
these kindergartens are receiving their
schooling by virtue of the implementation
of the Government's Policies, Instead of
claiming only a few hundred five-year-olds,
he will be able to say, "We have thousands
of five-year-old children In the school sys-
tem. We have lowered the age at which
these children can enter the education
system."

He is merely absorbing the kindergartens
which form the existing pre-school system
into the Education flepartment system.
Here again he Is misleading the public
just to produce statistics for the next elec-
tion. If a Labor Government had
attempted to make anything like the
shocking move this Government has
made by amending the Nre-School Edu-
cation Act, and introducing such an
amendment three days prior to the close
of last session and forcing it through in
an attempt to grab the existing kinder-
gartens, the Press would have written it
up Ps a Government making a communistic
grab,

The Minister for Education has said
that no pressure will be placed on any
kindergarten to become absorbed in the
Education Department system. How-
ever, financial pressure will be applied.
Under the Education Department system
parents will not be obliged to pay any fees
for children who attend a pre-prinmary
centre. But where pre-school centres or
kindergartens are not absorbed by the
department parents of the children
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attending them will have to continue to
pay fees.

Mr Young: Why should they not join?
Mr MOTR : Because local authorities

and people In various communities have
established kindergartens, and there is no
evidence that the children concerned will
be any better off under the Education
Department system.

Mr Young: Can you bring forward any
evidence to show that they will be any
worse off?

Mr MOILER: No, and I cannot bring
forward any evidence to show that they
will be any better off. However, the Gov-
ernment has not brought forward a shred
of evidence to show there was anything to
support this vicious move to promote what
was nothing else but piffle and lies in the
Premier's policy speech.

Point of Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: I object to the

reference to lies made by the member for
Mundaring, Mr Deputy Speaker. May I
ask that the remark be withdrawn?

Mr Mclver; You ought to read some of
your speeches when the previous Govern-
ment was In office.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Premier
has objected to the remark made by the
member for Mundaring and I would ask
that he withdraw it.

Mr MOILER: I withdraw the remark.
Mr T. J. Burke: And replace "untruth".
Mr Bateman: Has the whole of the pre-

school schcme been funded by the State
Government, or has most of the money
invested in the system come from Federal
moneys? Let us own up to where we are
going.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Mundaring has the floor and I would
ask him to continue his speech and that
members of the House Permit him to do
so.

Mr MOILER: As I have said, I with-
draw the reference I made that the
Premier told lies.

Debate Resumed
Mr MOILER: The Government has

shown little Progress with the promises
the Premier made, one of which was that
he would lower the school admission age
to the year in which a child turned five.
The Premier has not been able to do that.
He has not provided anything to absorb
these pre-school children, because the
majority of kindergartens are catering
only for children of the age group the
Premier has promised he will absorb.

Mr H. D. Evans: It Is murdering com-
munity participation, too.

Mr Young: The fact is that we started
it, we are doing it day by day, and you
do not want us to do it.

Mr Bateman: That is utter rot!
Mr Young: We are doing it, and that is

what hurts.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member

for Mundaring Is the member who has
the right to address the Chair and I would
ask that interjections made across the
Chamber cease to enable the member for
Mundaring to make his speech.

Mr MOILER: Thank you, Mr Deputy
Speaker. The position is that we are con-
cerned about the policy of the Government
because it has achieved nothing. All it
has done up to this Point is to establish
three pre-primary school centres.

Mr Carr: With the use of Federal money.

Mr MOILER: Yes, with the use of
Federal funds. The Government has done
nothing to try to help communities with
something they have already established
for themselves. The Government should
be fulfilling its promises with the use of
Its own funds and should not be robbing
other People. This is Just another promise
the Premier has been unable to fulfil.

Another area that has been mentioned
is the plight of people on fixed incomes.
The Premier has made mention of this
matter fromn time to time, but he has had
little thought for people on fixed incomes,
especially when he and his Government
introduced amendments to the Local Gov-
ernment Act. The position now is that
people who are retired and on fixed in-
comes, unless they are in receipt of a full
pension, cannot have their local govern-
ment and water rates deferred. Therefore
if a Person who has worked hard -all his
life and has put away a nest egg for his
retirement does not receive a full pension
he cannot now defer the payment of local
government rates, water rates, and the like.

Yet these are the very people over whom
the Premier was shedding crocodile tears.
However, it was he and his Government
who amended the Local Government Act
which is now Preventing people who are
not on a full pension from deferring pay-
ment of their rates. These are the peopb-
the Premier forgets.

Before I conclude I would like to point
out to the House how sorry the Premier
feels for the beef producers. Apparently it
counts for nothing that the beef producers,
through the Rural Reconstruction Scheme,
could be receiving more assisRtance had this
State Government made a greater alloca-
tion to them, because the Australian Gov-
ernment provided assistance on a dollar
for dollar basis. Every other State received
a higher allocation than western Australia
from tVie Federal Government because
those States made larger allocations to the
beef Producers. The beef producers In this
State. however, missed out because of the
niegnrdly attitude adopted by the present
Government.
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I do not say that the beef producers
themselves are not without fault, because
whenever a suggestion is made that there
should be some control placed on the beef
industry they Invariably state that they
do niot want any control. However, they
want all the assistance under the sun when
things are not going very well. Farmers like
to nationalise their losses and capitalise on
their gains. It is only two years ago that
the beef breeders urged the Governent
not to interfere with the beef market. They
said that the Government should let the
market find its own level because at that
time beef breeders were faring very well.
However, as soon as there is any recession
in beef prices, as there has been In recent
times, many beef breeders immediately
think that consumers should assist them to
overcome their present hardships. On the
other hand, when prices are good they
consider that we should leave the market
alone. Therefore I do not consider that the
beef producers are free from blame for the
position in which they now find themselves.

Once again I emphasise that this Gov-
ernment although not entirely to blame
for inflation in this State. is to blame to a
great degree, because the Government
should be taking greater steps than it Is to
overcome it. Priorities should be Placed In
their proper perspective. In flicking through
tihe pages of this booklet titled Progress
1971-1974-A Report by the Government of
Western Australia I notice that some of
the achievements are set out in the back
pages.

Mr Mclver; The year 1971 was a won-
derful year.

Mr MOILER: The Tonkin Government
came into office in 1971, and In this book-
let, on page 221, 1 notice Whe following-

Sick Leave
The Government, in 1972, adopted

the provision of two weeks sick leave
for Government wages employees
without any restrictive qualifications.
Sick leave taken on annual leave quali-
fies as "sick leave" as from September
1972, leaving the full period of annual
leave entitlement unimpaired.

At that time the Tonkin Government had
been in office only one month longer than
the period this Government has been in
office, and yet it had implemented that
policy in 1972. Another glance at Page
221 of this booklet shows the following-

Compassionate Leave
Government workers' entitlement to

compassionate leave was recognised In
June 1972.

Supplementary Payments Scheme
The Supplementary Payments

Scheme for Government wages em-
ployees was varied in May 1971 to
remove penal provisions.

So the booklet goes on. Another item I
notice is the following-

Equal Pay
In December 1973 equal pay for

work of equal value was introduced
into the Government service..

Here Is another one appearing on the
same page-

Portability of Benefits
By Cabinet decision September 1972

Government employees transferring
from one Department to another no
longer lose accrued sick leave benefits.

Another Point I wish to mention is that
by this time during the Tonkin Govern-
went's term of offlce an Ombudsman had
been appointed. This was an appointment
which had been opposed for years. Also,
consumer protection was introduced hall-
way through the term of office of the
Tonkin Government.

In view of the fact that the Premier has
shown some concern for the beef producers
I happened to flick over the pages in this
booklet until I came to that section which
deals with the portfolio held by the Min-
ister for Agriculture. The particular item
I am about to quote deals with rural re-
construction, and it reads as follows-

In 1971, the Government acted ex-
peditiously to establish the Rural
Reconstruction Authority to assist
W.A. farmers-

I cannot say that this Government has
been working in the same expeditious
manner as Whe Tonkin Government was.

Mr May: They cannot even spell ex-
peditious.

Mr MOILER: It is hard enough to read.
I will jump a paragraph or two in this
booklet, to quote aL point that is worth re-
cording. it is as follows-

At November 1973-

That is a point a little later during the
tenn of the Tonkin Government than that
reached by this Government at present.
Continuing-

-1,778 applications for assistance had
been received, and of more than
$18,775,000 approved for some 712 ap-
plicants,' $15,591,000 had been ad-
vanced.

In conclusion I wish to say that when com-
paring the performance of this Govern-
ment with that of the previous Govern-
ment it is obvious that the present one has
achieved nothing materially important for
the people of Western Australia. In fact
its performance has been shocking. All we
hear members opposite doing is continually
harping on the Australian Government.
The Premier has not kept his promises and
will not keep them because it is impos-
sible for him to do so. He has gone back
on so many already and he will find it
impossible to keep the remainder. His
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reply to the Leader of the Opposition to-
night once again indicated he has no
answer to the Problems which confront
Western Australia.

MR MeIVER (Avon) (10.16 p.m.): It is
certainly with pleasure that I rise to sup-
port the motion moved by my leader and
to support the remarks by the member for
Mundaring who has just resumed his seat
after having so ably, in the time allocated
to him, proved convincingly the retro-
grade step Western Australia has taken
since the Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment has been in office.

In the many speeches I have made in this
House on occasions such as this I have al-
ways emphasised the word "hypocrisy". I
have done so because in essence this is
what the coalition Government and its
members opposite really stand for. I will
elaborate on this statement when dealing
with the various subjects I wish to raise
In projecting the theme of the motion.

The Present Government is very for-
tunate In that it has a wonderful Press in
Western Australia. Since the Government
came into vower in 1914 it has been propped
up by The West Australian newspaper and
other media in its endeavour to place the
blame for the high cost of living in West-
ern Australia at the feet of the Australian
Government. This campaign has been a
wonderful smokescreen which has been
utilised handsomely by the loyal sup-
porters of those who sit opposite.

I say without hesitation that never in the
history of Western Australia has a Press
set Itself out to destroy a Government as
has the Present Press in Its endeavour to
destroy the Australian Government.

Sir Charles Court: They put them into
power.

Mr Bateman: It Is obviously a planned
campaign.

Mr McIVER: Unfortunately the paid
Journalists-those who work for the paper
--cannot submit their views. They must
propound the views of their editor, and
this applies in all the States. Hardly a
newspaper in Australia today does not
daily rubbish the Australian Government
in every way possible. Consequently it is
quite natural that the campaign is fol-
lowed by many people. However, fortun-
ately for those in Western Australia, be-
cause of the performance of this Govern-
ment, we will not have to wait very long
before members of the Opposition regain
the Treasury benches.

Mr Sodeman: Only about 20 years.
Mr MeIVEB:* We do not have to take

any notice of the kindergarten represen-
tation. I notice that those who have spent
some time in the House are remaining
silent on this matter because they know
what I am saying is factual. We must
face reality and admit that if the present
State Liberal Party-Country Party or
National Party or whatever it calls Itself

at Present, Government went to the
people of Western Australia today it would
be slaughtered. There Is no question about
that. Members opposite would be
slaughtered, and they know It.

Mr Sodeman: The polls do not agree
with you.

Mr MeIVER: I am not Interested in the
Polls. I can remember a little while ago
that the polls Indicated that the Labor
Government in the United Kingdom would
be returned and Mr Heath would be
defeated. Yet Mr Heath's Government
was returned with a terrific majority. so
we cannot take any notice of opinion polls.

Mr Sodeman: That means that truth
will out.

Mr MeIVElt: I think we must look at
the situation of this Government. it Ise
really running very thin. Those living in
country regions have had a stomach full
of this Government and the increased
charges it has made since it came to office
in 1974.

Before dealing with the essence of the
motion before us, let us consider the Policy
speech with which the Government pre-
pared for the 1974 election. The achieve-
ments of the Tonkin Government between
1971 and 1974 will never be surpassed by
any other Government In this State.

Mr B. T. Burke: Hear, hear!
Mr Bateman: Hear, hear!
Mr Blaikie: Not true,
Mr B, T. Burke: It Is true. You would

not know, anyway.
Mr McIVER: The Tonkin Labor Govern-

ment took over an empty Treasury.
Sir Charles Court: You have been brain-

washed.
Mr MeIVER: It was faced with the

highest unemployment figures in the whole
of Australia at that time. Yet, what the
Tonkin Labor Government achieved is now
history. The people will not forget, and
especially those in the rural areas, how
members opposite have treated them.
Members opposite who were previously led
by the former Minister for Agriculture
forgot about the welfare of the future gen-
eration and voted according to the effect
on their hip-Pocket nerve.

That Is why I repeat that those who
sit opposite have no policy at all except
the policy of hypocrisy. To prove my
statement, what better example could I
give than the fiasco of the coalition?

On many occasions I have pleaded with
members of the Country Party to break
away from the Liberal Party in order to
stand up for the rural people they sup-
posedly represent. There was a glimnmer
of light recently, and I take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate the former Leader
of the Country Party and member for Mt.
Marshall, and the member for Stirling, in
the stand they adopted.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: In what way
does that relate to the motion?

Mr MoWVER: With your indulgence Mr
Deputy Speaker. I would say It relates to
the first part of the motion which refers
to the fact that the Government has lost
the confidence of the House because of
its having seriously misled the citizens of
Western Australia with regard to its
ability and intention. My remarks are
very relevant indeed to that portion of
the motion.

On a previous occasion I challenged the
Premier very strongly concerning a Bill to
extend the operations of the Lamb
Marketing Board to include hogget and
mutton. He responded by saying that I
did not know what I was talking about.
When he was overseas he issued instruc-
tions that the Bill was not to be finalised
until his return. That is the Issue in
regard to which the former Leader of the
Country Party and the former Chief Sec-
retary reacted very strongly.

Let us give those men credit. At times
I have been very critical of their actions,
but that is my job and It is what I am
paid to do as a member of Her Majesty's
Opposition. However, on this occasion I
congratulate them both for the stand they
took on their principles in their effort to
try to assist the people they represent.

The situation regarding the Country
Party is that it is finished as a Party.
There is no doubt about that. The rural
people do not have a voice in the Parlia-
ment when it comes to agricultural
matters. It does not matter what mem-
bers on this side do. We can talk our
heads off and it makes no difference. No
matter how much Country Party folk are
adversiy affected, they will never sup-
port the Labor Party. They certainly will
not do so in my day although I hope they
will. However, I am sure the majority of
farmers in Western Australia will not
look at this situation in its proper pers-
pective and align themselves with the ALP
the history of which over the years reveals
that it is the only party which has ever
done anything for them.

Mr Blaikie: You have to be joking.
Mr McIVER: Members like the member

for Vasse are fortunate. Because of their
a'ze they have never experienced hard
times. Consequently the member for Vasse
does not know anything about the wheat
stabilisation. legislation introduced by a
former Labor Premier of Western Aus-
tralia (Mr Wise) which saved thousands
of farmers in Western Australia by wiping
out the diebts incurred in that shocking
period of history.

So the member for Vasse should not
interject on a subject about which he
knows nothing. He is fortunate because
he has parents who have been able to
give him a good education. Perhaps they
have had to make sacrifices to achieve

this objective. However, it has been
achieved and he is now a member of this
House. I take no credit from him for
that, but he should not knock men who
have sat here over the Years and con-
tributed much to Western Australia and
to the farming community, much more
than he could ever know about and more
than he could ever do in his lif etime.

Mr Blalkie: You had better read some
of the speeches made by Sir James
Mitchell.

Mr McTVER: Let us study some of the
statements made by the Premier when
raising his smokescreen concerning the
Australian Government. He was very cri-
tical of those receiving the dole as many
People In this State have been In recent
times. I think it Is time the Premier
faced up to the situation and had a look
at it realistically.

Only recently the Country Party held a
State conference, a report of which ap-
peared in The West Australian of the 30th
July last.

Mr Hartrey: Not a very reliable source.
Mr McIVER: The Premier complained

bitterly about families out of work and
said that in his opinion this money should
stop. The money paid to them should
stop. We all know that some Irresponsible
Australians will always find a way around
the law. A small percentage will always
do this; but we must eater for the ma-
jority of people who are sincere. I for
one, as a legislator, am sick and tired of
hearing about those on the dole. The
statements made are a slur on the Public
Service of this State when it is indicated
that a racket is involved. No evidence is
given to back up the statements.

I now speak specifically on behalf of
the Commonwealth officers in my own
electorate in Northam. I know how hard
it is to obtain dole money for people, if
doubt exists. Representations have been
made to me on several occasions, and bene-
fits are given only to genuine cases and in
accordance with the Act.

This is what a nitwit from Collie is
reported in a Press article as saying-

People who applied for unemploy-
ment benefits should be issued with
an identity card, the conference de-
cided.

It also agreed that part of social
service payments should be paid in
food vouchers.

A Collie delegate, Mr P. Marwick,
said that people who did not deserve
unemployment benefits should be dis-
couraged from applying for them.

He said the Federal Government
had made it too easy.

Mr D. Austin (Perth) said the
system was being abused. He knew
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of one Person who collected three un-
employment benefit cheques a week
from different offices In the metro-
politan area then spent most of his
time surfing.

What a ridiculous statement! That man
would have to produce three birth cer-
tificates in three different names. I am
of the opinion that people who make
statements like that should be brought
to the Bar of this House to say who those
people are, because it that is a fact they
are obtaining money under false Pretences
and breaking the law. People should not
be able to make public statements if they
cannot substantiate them. One man
implies that people are getting dole money
too easily.

As far as incomes are concerned, be-
cause of the Australian Government the
people of this State have never been better
off. I am not talking about beef producers
and farmers: I am speaking about the
State, generally. We have only to look
at the totalisator returns to see how much
money is spent at midweek country race
meetings and at Belmont on Saturdays;
and go to the local hotels on Friday even-
ings and the week-ends to see people who
enjoy a free way of life, which the Aus-
tralian Government Is enabling them to
have. There is no substance whatever In
the rubbish we hear from those who sit
Opposite about the dreadful People in
Canberra.

I can understand the frustration of the
Premier in some cases. Let us be factual:
the Commonwealth Government has made
some mistakes--and who would not in
having to clean up the rubbish left after
23 years of Liberal government? What
could be more damaging to the country
than the recent loans fiasco, which in
essence consisted of nothing more than
innuendoes and half-truths, and an en-
deavour by the Press of Australia to sell
more newspapers? No mention was made
in the debates of the New York Morgan
Trust when the previous Government was
in power, or of who was the previous
Governiment's main source Of finlance.
When Sir Robert Menzies retired and was
made managing director of its Australian
company, not a word was said about it.
But the people were given this garbage
about the loans, day in and day out. It
cost the Melbourne Age thousands of dol-
lars to approach underworld characters--
gangsters, to use the American term-to
pay for information in an endeavour to
bring down a Government which is doing
its best for everybody.

Mr Sodemnan: Why did the Prime Minis-
ter sack Dr Cairns?

Mr MCIVER: Had I been the Prime
Minister I would have taken the same
action as he did against a wonderful poli-
tician and a wonderful man whom I have
had the privilege of knowing for many
years. When one really looks into the

issue, the Prime Minister had no alterna-
tive. However, I am not in Federal poli-
ties and I do not wish to be sidetracked
by lnterjections.

in rmy electorate we have a regional high
school which was the first country high
school to be established and is now having
$300 000 spent on it, which has been al-
located by the Australian Government. Yet
I cannot get a few lousy dollars out of this
State Government to improve a small shed
at the school for what is known as a trans-
p~ort section where the high school students
can be given instruction in pulling down a
motor and reassembling it. We will always
have people who will never be able to
succeed with the ordinary curriculum of
education; but put a spanner or a motor
in their hands and they are equipped to
deal with it. They might not know any-
thing about Julius Caesar or be able Wo
grasp geometry, but something like mecha-
nics will be in their field. They may not
ever be able to get a Leaving or Achieve-
ment Certificate but they should be able to
obtain proper instruction so that when
they leave high school they will be fully
equipped to take apprenticeships in the
mechanical field. All we want is a lousy-
couple of hundred dollars. And the Pre-
mier says here tonight what this Govern-
ment has done. It has done absolutely
nothing. I qualify that statement at the
request of the member for Mt. Hawthorn:
it has stopped smoking on buses.

The speakers who have taken part in
this debate have confined their remarks
sqoley to the metropolitan area. I want to go
a. bit beyond the ranges up to the region i
represent, which is a very large rural area.
I aim conscious of the situation facing,
farmers today as far as increased costs are
concerned. Believe me, they are having a
battle, not only with markets but also with
increased water, electricity, and abattoir
charges which are greatly affecting them.

Mr Sodeman: And postage charges.
Mr MeIVER: I have no doubt the Gov-

ernment is genuinely concerned. Inflation
is not an easy thing to fight. But do not
let us have any more of the hypocrisy we
have had here tonight. Between now and
December let us get down to some positive
thinking and try to relieve the situation.

In my opinion, these increased charges
would not have been necessary but for the
ridiculous policies formulated by the pre-
sent Government. I mention three matters
in particular: first of all, the independent
traffic authority. I emphasise "indepen-
dent"', it was to be independent but it is
just a Police takeover of traffic. The
second matter is the education policy. The
Treasury cautioned the present Premier
about the costs which would be incurred
and he was taken to task by the then
Premier-my leader-who, with an easy
calculation, could see what it would cost
the people of Western Australia. It will be
recalled he was challenged in the first part
of this session. What has happened now?
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The policy has been shelved because of the Members opposite all know that is a
crumbling situation of the Government.
There is no doubt that with the pressure
which will be applied by the Teachers'
Union and other organisations, the pre-
school education policy will be shelved in
the same manner.

Mr Coyne: You hope.
Mr MeIVER: I do not know why that

interjection was made. It Is no concern of
mine because my party Is not in Govern-
ment.

The SPEAKER: I doubt whether educa-
tion is mentioned here.

Mr McIVER: I cannot speak for the
north-west of the State because I am not
in touch with it, but I am in touch with
a large number of people in the central
wheatbelt. Water charges have increased
by over 40 per cent, Why? No doubt to
appease the people who give funds to the
Liberal Party. Where people should be
paying as much as $74 on the correct ra-
table income of their land, a maximum of
$20 has been Imposed and they do not have
to pay any more than that. It is no wonder
that local authorities and the like are very
concerned.

The electricity charges have already
been covered very ably by my leader, when
introducing his motion, and other speakers.
It is not only markets whleh affect farmers
in country areas. Ever since this Govern-
ment came into power the farmers have
bezn trying to get an extension of the
electricity services to become more viable,
but because of the policies of the Court
Government they have had to wait 12 or
15 months, and after waiting that period
they receive letters to say there will be a
delay of another eight or 12 months. This
cannot be placed at the feet of the Austra-
lian Government. It has nothing to do
with "Uncle Cough" in Canberra. Because
of the situation in which the State Energy
Commission In this State is now placed,
the country extensions have come to a
dead stop.

In the three years the Tonkin Government
was in power, many regions were sub-
sidised, which reduced the rate for elec-
tricity from 20c to as little as 8c or '7c,
as mentioned in this House by the former
Minister for Mines and Electricity (the
member for Clontarf). These are the
avenues through which relief can be given
to country people, but nothing Is being
done.

I would be falling in my duty if, in con-
clusion, I did not mention housing. One
of the reasons for the defeat of the
Liberal Government in 1971 was its failure
to provide adequate housing for the people.
For the country areas there is an emer-
gency list, and at present the emergencies
are allocated from the emergency list, if
members can follow that.

fact, and nothing is being done about it.
Not a single house has been constructed
in Northam since the Tonkin Government
left office-and Northam is one of the
largest regional centres in Western Auis-
tralia. I do not know if the same Position
applies in Bunbury and Albany.

Mr Sibson: There were not many during
the term of the Tonkin Government.

Mr McIVER: If the member for Bun-
bury is prepared to put up with this, that
is his problem.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Minister held a
seminar, and stayed only two minutes; and
then he was worried about the people who
stayed away.

Mr P. V. Jones: Did you stay?
Mr B. T. Burke: I stayed five hours

longer than you did.
Mr McIVER: The point made by the

member for Balga is a very good one. I
think the Minister was very remiss on that
occasion. I am sure members greatly
appreciate the assistance his officers pro-
vided to us. They put us in the picture
and gave us a lot of information of which
we were not aware. I think it was remiss
of the Minister to miss the seminar be-
cause Mr McKenna, the acting general
manager, and Mr Maloney-men with
years of experience-were present, and it
was important that as a new Minister he
should get a grasp of the housing situation
in Western Australia. I know his job is not
easy, and It would be most unfair of me to
criticise him while he is new In his posi-
tion. However, at the same time if ever
the opportunity arises again the Minister
would be well advised to stay and listen.

The last point I wish to raise concerns
the Minister for Police and is in regard
to the situation of the Police Force, gen-
eraliy, since the Government has been in
office.

The SPEAKER: The Police Force is not
mentioned in the motion.

Mr MeIWER: Sir, it is covered by a min-
isterial portfolio, and I will relate my re-
marks to the motion.

The SPEAKER: I will be interested to
hear you do that.

Mr McIVER: I will. The point I am
about to make deals with inflation, gen-
erally. Neither the Minister nor his de-
partment is endeavouring in any way to
curtail inflation. We cannot curtail in-
flation when we have police stations and
complexes in the condition of those in the
towns of Northam, York, and Beverley. I
would say without hesitation that those
three towns would have the most shock-
ing police stations to be found in the
wheatbelt. I know some police stations In
the north-west have been there for many
years and perhaps are in a worse condi-
tion, but that is not my responsibility. I
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have written to the Minister on many oc-
casions regarding this matter. In fairness
to him I must say he has made an in-
spection of the Police station in Northam,
and he fully agrees with me in respect of
that facility.

Mr Sibson: I will bet he didn't lock
you in.

Mr McIVER: The Sunbury surfer! No,
he did not lock me in. I do not think he
could have because the building is that
dilapidated that if one pushed the door
the whole Place would fall down. It is ab-
solutely shocking that the Government is
doing nothing about this matter, nor is It
even making provision to do something.
Do not tell me costs are not increasing as
a result of facilities not being available,
because efficiency cannot be maintained
without the correct facilities and this
causes costs to woar. This is a. main con-
tributing factor to inflation. If work can-
not be done efficiently, naturally costs
must increase.

I do not know how much longer we will
have to wait. A region which has five
senior police sergeants, between 20 and 25
constables, CIB officers, women police, and
Road Traffic Authority officers surely de-
serves some expenditure. I am sure the
member for Mt. Marshall would support mec
in respect of Cunderdin, another town in
which nothing has been done. It is all very
well for members opposite to laugh and
scoff, but if they look at the situation in
its proper perspective they will see that
things are not going very well for the
people of Western Australia.

Irrespective of the smokescreen the Gov-
ernment has endeavoured to create by rub-
bishing the Australian Government at
every opportunity, there is no doubt in my
mind that in 1977 members opposite will
be sitting on this side.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [10.50 p.m.]:
The motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition, which I wholeheartedly sup-
port, states--

The Government has lost the confi-
dence of this House because of having
seriously misled the citizens of West-
ern Australia with regard to its ability
and Intention,

(a) to check inflation;
It then goes on to list a number of other
undertakings in respect of which the Gov-
ernment has given little or no perform-
ance.

I wish to speak briefly tonight on the
subject of inflation, because if one takes
the time later to read this debate in
Mansard one could gain the impression
after reading the Premier's speech that in-
flation is something that arose as a result
of the election of the Australian Labor
Government in December, 1972.

Mr Grewar: That is dead right.
Mr Sibson: It rose by 14 per cent.

Mr HARMAN: I am going to demon-
strate to the House just how stupid and
illogical that sort of attitude is. I am very
disappointed that members on my left
flank have endeavoured to agree with their
leader who was obviously creating a smoke-
screen, because he knows as well as every
member of this Parliament knows that in-
flation started long before 1972.

I can recall reading some time ago that
inflation was around in the fourteenth
century after a great plague swept through
Europe and killed many of the farm work-
ers who at that time were receiving a
penny a day for their labour. As a large
number of farm workers died farm labour
was in short supply, and to obtain labour
employers of the day were forced to pay
higher wages.

Mr Grewar: By how much?
Mr HARMvAN: This consequently pro-

ducci1 an increase in inflation. So it is ab-
soltiely ridiculous to suggest that infla-
tion started only in 1972.

Mr Sodeman: No-one suggested that.
Mr HARMAIT: I suppose one could go

back to the depression days and say that
is when inflation started to grow in mo-
dern Lines.

Lest members opposite do not want to
believe what I am saying, I want to make
it very clear that inflation has been an
ongoing thing. It Is present in this com-
munity, and it Is present in every other
community in which the standard of liv-
ing is rising. All members in this Cham-
ber should know-or, if they do not know
I hope they will by the time I conclude-
that the very rapid rise in inflation was
triggered by a number of events which
occurred in 1971 and 1972 at a time when
a Liberal-Country Party Government was
in control in Canberra. In those years a
record Inflow of money into Australia
occurred. Australia's overseas markets-
the United States, etc.-were paying fan-
tastic and unrealistic prices for our beef.
At the same time as that record inflow of
capital into Australia was occurring, the
banking system in Australia was injecting
money into the home economy. These
things produced-

Mr Blalkie: A degree of prosperity.

Mr HARMAN: -at large amount of
money which at that time was chasing a
lesser amount of goods. So. as was hap-
pening in other countries at that time,
there had to be a rapid rise in inflation.
That is what occurred. When the Aus-
tralian Labor Government came to
office it had to deal with that situation.
In case members opposite do not believe
what I am saying, I would like to read a
small quotation from an article produced
by the Austraian Association of Perman-
ent Building Societies dated March, 1975.
In a document known as its national
newsletter, this is what that association
said-
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Undoubtedly in the early phase the Government has been able to achieve In
increasing inflation rate stemmed
from the rapid expansion in the
money supply during the 1972-73 fin-
ancial Year. This expansion was
largely due to the favourable overall
Balance of Payments results, includ-
ing record capital inflow during 17
and 1972 as the United States and
other countries embarked on a path
of monetary expansion.

Can we all agree now that in 1971 and
1972 there was a rapid inflow of money
into Australia which produced a demand
for goods and we did not have enougzh
goods to meet the demand? I think we
can all agree on that. Then along came
the Australian Labor Government in De-
cember, 1912, and it very quickly assessed
the situation and took a number of steps
to dampen the demand in the economy
and to try to arrest the rapid rate of
inflation. We all know what the Australian
Government did. It appreciated the dollar,
introduced a variable deposit scheme, and
reduced tariff rates; and all those actions
were designed to dampen inflation.

Mr Blaikie: What happened as a result?

Mr Sodenian: What has happened to
the variable deposits now?

Mr HARMAN: Members opposite must
appreciate that if the Australian Govern-
ment had not reduced tariff rates the
amount of goods available in the com-
munity would not have been sufficient to
meet the heavy demand, and therefore
Inflation would have increased at a higher
rate than it has. That is the reason the
tariff rate was reduced: to make more
goods available in Australia. Of course,
those goods came from other countries.

Mr Laurance: Reasonable Government
expenditure might have helped the cause.

Mr HARMAN: At the same time the
Australian Government started to spend
money on a number of schemes. The
reason it was forced to spend money was
that the previous 23 years were years of
neglect. The Australian Government was
faced with the Problem of 23 years of
neglect and it was also faced with the
Problem of inflation. It had a policy to
set right the 23 years of neglect in every
area of the Australian community. There-
fore, it went ahead and spent money, but
this has had some beneficial effects.

Mr Elaikie: Where?
Mr James=n Have you been to your

local medical centre?
Mr HARMAN: I would not have suffici-

ent time to tell members opposite, who
appear to walk around with their eyes
shut, what has happened in this State in
the period since December, 1972. I do not
think they are being honest. They do not
admit the things which the Australian

this State and even in their own elector-
ates.

Mr Blaikie: It has wasted tens of thous-
ands of dollars.

Mr HARMAN: When inflation triggered
off along came the wage increases, and
they went beyond the increases in pneces.
That was when we started to run into
trouble with the dual problem of uin-
employment and inflation which the world
bad not faced until that time. Never before
has the world experienced the two prob-
lems of inflation and unemployment at
the same time. This Is a very complex mat-
ter.

The Australian Government tackled the
problem In the traditional way by spend-
ing money, by introducing schemes such as
the RED Scheme, by ploughing money into
the community so that men could be em-
ployed, and by causing factories to pro-
duce commodities and goods. At the same
time it involved itself in heavy deficit bud-
geting.

There seems to be some suggestion that
if a country has a deficit budget It is a
product of a socialist, left-wing Govern-
ment which has heavy communist over-
tones. I want to point out that of the last
eight budgets of the United States of
America. which cannot be regarded as a
left-wing communist country, the last
seven have been budgets of heavy deficits.
It was done for the very purpose of getting
money into the economy so as to get the
economy going. I can assume that mem-
bers who appreciate what I have been say-
ig will agree that inflation did not start
in 1972.

Mr Sodeman: No-one has said that, but
the rate Of inflation increased then.

Mr Bryce: The member for Gascoyne
said it did not.

Mr HARMAN: I have not been able to
convince members opposite, and I do not
think I would be able to do that even if
I spoke for the next hour. However, when
people read my contribution to this debate
I hope they will appreciate that what I
have said will balance up the impression
given by the Premier that inflation started
in 1972.

One of the other aspects raised by the
Premier is that we ought to get the econ-
omy going. I agree with him, but I do not
want to see the economy going the way
he wants it to go. What he wants Is for
outside and non-Australian Interests to
come in and develop the resources of Aus-
tralia.

As against that what the Labor Party
wants Is for Australians to develop the
resources of this country, and we are pre-
pared to support such a system of develop-
ment. We are not prepared to say to
outsiders, "You can come In, and you can
develop this and that." There has to be a
Programme and a plan.
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Mr Laurance: Where is that programme?
Mr HARMAN: This is like some of the

Plans of the Premier. It Is under deep
consideration. In the course of time we
hope to make some announcement. That
Is the same attitude that has been adopted
by the Premier.

I have given the story of inflation. The
Point I make is that when we get the
economy going we want it to be going
in such a way that the quality of life in
Australia is improved. Three points were
raised by the Prime Minister in his policy
speech in 1972 when he said our pro-
grammes had three great aims. The first
wvas to promote equality; the second was
to involve the people of Australia In the
decision-making processes of our land; and
the third was to liberate the talents and
uplift the horizons of the Australian
people.

That is the way the Australian Govern-
ment has developed the policies of the
Australian Labor Party. We want to see the
people Involved in decision making; we do
not want to see the Government making
rules and laws to which the people have no
opportunity to contribute. That is why
the Australian Government has arranged
the great series of public inquiries, studies.
and investigations, so that all sorts of
people, at all levels, and in all sorts Of
organisations can come in and decide on
the way they want to see their lives lived-
not the way the Liberals want to see their
lives lived. That is the philosophy in the
programme of the Australian Government.
We do not want to rush In to get the
economy going whereby all our assets are
developed by overseas companies.

When the Premier talks about getting
the economy going we have to be careful
about what he means. I want to be assured
he does not mean to get the economy going
at any price, because this means the multi-
national companies coming in, developing
our resources, making a quick dollar, and
returning to their own countries.

The motion before us is a very import-
ant one. I think the Premier endeavoured
to answer it in a typical and predictable
way. He has not been able to substantiate
his comments, or to disprove the allega-
tions made by the Leader of the opposition
in moving his motion. I am sure the Leader
of the opposition will deal with the other
points mentioned when the opportunity
arises.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) 11.-08 p.m.]: I sup-
port the motion moved by the Leader of
the opposition which amounts to a cen-
sure of the Government. primarily on the
grounds that it has misled the people of
Western Australia in respect of its ability
and its intention to implement certain
of its election undertakings.

During his attempt to defend the Gov-
ernment's position the Premier made a
number of points which I believe, for the

sake of debate, must simply be answered.
One of the most astounding points he
made was his suggestion that stop-go eco-
nomic Policies were invented by the Whit-
lam Labor Government. He laboured the
point that the Whitlam Government which
in his opinion indulged in stop-go eco-
nomic measures was in fact the originator
of these measures, and should bz held up
as the culprit for the economic malaise
that is confronting this country at the
Present time.

Members opposite ought to appreciate
that the Premier was less than honest with
the House in sustaining that view. The
Premier and members opposite are aware
that the man who invented economic stop-
go measures was none other than John
Keynes, a multi-millionaire who made a
fortune under the capitalist system, and
then showed the capitalist system how it
could apply the brakes from time to time
to even out the cyclical variations in the
trade cycles.

After the second World War John
Keynes was held to be the saviour of the
western economic world. He suggested that
If the brakes were applied when the eco-
nomy was running hot, it would slow the
economy down; and that when certain
things were done and deficit budgets were
framed in hard times the Problem would
be mninimised in the trade cycles.
The stop-go economic policies became the
hallmark of the Menzies Government. It
was the Menzies Government policy of
running the affairs of this country in the
economic sense.

I am quite Prepared to admit that dur-
ing the 1950s and the 1960s I was a rather
vociferous opponent of the Menzies Gov-
ernment Policy of managing the economy
of this country. I was quite happy and
quite prepared academically, and certainly
quite Prepared Politically, to argue that
Menzies was doing the wrong thing.

Mr Mensaros: Why do you not speak
to the motion?

Mr BRYCE: I am quite prepared to say
that.

Mr Mensaros: You are very lucky that
the Acting Speaker allows you to speak
in this way.

Mr BRYCE: I am quite sure the Min-
ister for Industrial Development will con-
cede that In parliamentary debate It is
perfectly legitimate for points raised in
defence of an argument to be answered.
That has been the practice adopted in
this and Practically every other Parlia-
ment which the Minister could bring to
mind, and there would be many.

During the course of the 1950s and the
1960s when Menzies was applying the
ston-go economic policies he was criticised
rather severely by all sections of the aca-
demic world in the economic sense for the
way he was implementing those Policies.
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mr Clarko: Not by all, but only by
people of your political flavour.

Mr BRYCE: The honourable member
can make his contribution to the debate.
At the time there were severe critics
in many parts of the academic world. I
am quite prepared to acknowledge to the
House that under an economic system such
as we have and under our system of gov-
erment It Isa almost inevitable that we see
the implenmentation of stop-go economic
policies which determine the destiny of
our economy.

Mr Glarko: It depends on the amplitude.
If there are slight troughs and peaks it Is
good.

Mr Jamieson: It Is never good.
Mr BRYCE: No member opposite has

been Prepared to concede that some Of
these economic facts are realities, and
they sustain a rather bigoted view that
when they are in Government what hap-
pens is wrong so far as we on this side
are concerned, and when we are In Gov-
ernment the position is reversed. They
are not big enough to admit the position
is the same as regards the economy. So
far as the management of our economy Is
concerned the powers of national Govern-
menits are very limited.

Mr Clarko: There is an inflation rate
twice as high as it should be, and further-
more unemployment is twice as high as
it should be.

Mr Jamieson: I do not know why you
are here.

Mr BRYCE: If the member for Kar-
rinyup opens his eyes to the rest of the
world and looks across the ocean he will
find that the high rate of inflation and
the high rate of unemployment are not
restricted to Australia,

Mr Clarko: You said let inflation run.
Mr Jamieson: Absolute nonsense.
Mr BRYCE: The point I was making

was In answer to some of the charges by
the Premier that it was the Whitlain Labor
Government which Invented the stop-go
economic policies. That Is simply not true.
Stop-go economic management of the
economy has been a feature of this coun-
try for 30 or 40 years. I was referring to
the person who bequeathed this sort of
economic policy to the western world.

The fact which members opposite will
not appreciate Is that the economic sys-
tem they uphold, and which they es-
pouse the strength of is, in fact, crumbl-
ing about their ears. They will not acknow-
ledge that the world-wide trend clearly
indicates this is so.

The second point in the Premier's re-
marks to which I wish to draw attention,
and which I believe the House should ap-
preciate. contains spurious logic Indeed. I
refer to the argument raised concerning
the Consumer Price Index. The Leader of
the Opposition Proved conclusively that

this State has the highest rate of inflation
in the nation. That is the reply to the
Premier's promise that he would cure in-
flation State by State and put things right.
Now he knows that he should never
have said that. Some members opposite
have admitted he should never have said
it becauseP the. Premier would knnw, with
his experience In the Political arena, that
no State Premier can effectively control
the rate of inflation in his State.

Mr Clarko: If the inflation rate was
only about 3 per cent, they could control
it. They cannot at 17 per cent.

Mr BRYCE: The point I make is that the
Premier knew, when he made his policy
promise, he could not cure inflation State
by State. It was said that in Western Aus-
tralia he would do something specific and
significant about the rate of inflation but
after a Period of 1S months, with his style
of Government, we now have the highest
rate of inflation throughout the nation.

The spurious logic he used to Justify,
or to clarify the argument, was that all
we had to do was delete the component,which related to beet. By way of inter-
jection I tried to point out to him that
very recently publicity was given to the
same argument where the Irish or the
British or the Belgianis--one of the Euro-
pean countries where a tremendous in-
crease in the price of potatoes had occur-
red-claimed that all they needed to do
was to remove the cost of potatoes from
the structure and it would have a very
significant effect on the Consumer Price
Index.

Sir Charles Court: I never suggested the
component should be taken out of indexa-
tion- I Pointed out the anomaly.

Mr BRHYCE: The Prcrzier argued, so far
as inflation in this State is concerned, that
If the price of beef were removed from the
Consumer Price Index we would have been
on a comparable basis with the other
capital cities. That logic Is false. If Mr
Dunstan could stand up in the South Auas-
tralian Parliament and simply pluck the
main damaging component from the Con-
sumer Price Index, where would the com-
parability be? The same could apply to
any State in Australia.

Sir Charles Court: You Will admit it is
very difficult. Economists argue about what
should be In the regimen.

Mr BRYCE: There is a constant regi-
men.

Mr Clarko: You could have just one, but
it is not completely valid.

Mr ERYCE: I am sure the member for
Karrinyup would not suggest that the coat
of beef would be one of those. The
importance of beef to the Australian
household means that the cost could not
be removed.

Sir Charles Court: I never asked that It
be taken out.

2000
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Mr BYCE: But the Premier raised the
argument and it is Important to appreciate
the point that If that cost factor, only,
was removed we would be on a compar-
able basis. The argument simply does. not
stand up because the Premier of South
Australia could easily say he would be
justified in plucking the most damaging
factor from the regimen used In that State.

Sir Charles Court: I have never asked
that beef be taken out of the regimen.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier said he would
get rid of inflation, and then he deliber-
ately Increased inflation. What are the
people of this State to believe? How sin-
cere is the Government, and how much
can It be trusted? The Premier claimed
on the hustings that he would solve infla-
tion month by month, but now as the
Leader of the Government says he has
deliberately created Inflation.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: He is admitting that
he has deliberately made inflation the
highest in Australia.

Mr BRYCE. Another argument used by
the Premier, of which the House should
take serious note, was that he abandoned
one of his promises cited by the Leader
of the opposition relating to the estab-
lishment of a disaster fund.

Sir Charles Court: We have not aban-
doned that.

Mr BRYCE, Let me put It this way-
Sir Charles Court: Why distort the posi-

tion?
Mr BRYCE: I will not distort it.' I

restructure my statement and suggest the
Premier said the disaster fund had not
been implemented on the advice of the
Treasury. I think the Premier has to be
big enough when he goes to the people at
election time to say that his Government
will do this, this, and that, so long as when
elected the Treasury does not advise
against such actions. Who is the Govern-
ment of this State? Is it composed of
the elected members of the Liberal and
Country Patry or, In fact, a small hand-
ful of senior bureaucrats in the Treasury?

The Premier put a list of promises to
the people and gave a solemn undertaking
to do a whole variety of things. Now,
because the Treasury has advised against
certain action, he will not Implement that
particular Policy.

Sir Charles Court: Do not distort the
position. I did not say we were not going
to implement the Policy. I still say it Is
our policy.

Mr BRYCE: I must be forgiven for suc-
cumbing to the temptation bepause the
performance of the Government on the
question of its education policy simply
belies belief. I will not traverse the sub-
ject at length; this is merely an Illustrative
point. The Premier consistently argued,
week after week, that the Government

would not abandon Its education Policy.
Despite argument from the Opposition the
Premier stated, month after month, that
the Government had no intention what-
ever of abandoning its education policy.
However. It appeared In the newspaper one
morning that the change of articulation
between primary and secondary schools bad
been shelved. No longer was there a
promise that 12-year-olds would attend
secondary schools.

The Premier bad not been In Govern-
ment for very long before he realised that
the Policy would be costly both in financial
and political terms. It was terribly unpop-
ular. The Premier has said now that the
Government has no intention of aban-
doning promises which the Treasury
advises against. Are we expected to
believe him to the letter of the word on
what he says?

Another aspect of the censure motion to
which I would like to pay some attention
relates to some of the Promises Included
in the first paragraph of the list presented
by the Leader of the Opposition. It is
pointed out that the Government has
seriously misled the citizens of Western
Australia with regard to its ability and its
intention to check inflation. You, Mr
Speaker, will appreciate the significance-
to the members of the Opposition-when
the Premier made a statement publicl)
that he had Implemented an enormous
number of the promises contained in his
policy speech. I think the policy speech,
referred to by my leader in some detail,
will be regretted by the Premier, certainly
by March, 1977. There will be a whole fist
of items in the manifesto, or the document,
which the Premier will not have been able
to achieve.

Sir Charles Court: That is what you
hope.

Mr BRYCE: Already the Premier is be-
ginning to say things contrary to what he
said on the hustings. He has said that
some of the items In the document will
involve a period of time longer than three
years.

In order to get some clarity on this
subject I asked the Premier a question on
the 9th April, following a statement which
appeared in the Daily News on the 8th
April. The statement was to the effect
that his Government had implemented 112
of the 275 election promises listed. For
the benefit of members my leader pro-
vided some analysis of the Promises that
were made, and some of those which were
kept. I think he made the point that 42
of the promises were meaningless non-
sense. This is terribly important when we
on this side of the House argue that the
Premier has seriously misled the people of
Western Australia with regard to Govern-
ment policy and his intention to fulfil elec-
tion promises.
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my leader has Indicated that 42 of
those promises amounted to nothing and
I think it Is important that just a few of
those promises which are meaningless
nonsense should be recorded. Borne of
the matters listed in the answer to my
Question were quite 4,.,,rnAIl 0e h
Premier indicated that he would prepare
a list from his policy document to Indicate
what had been implemented.

The Premier has gone on record, as
have members representing northern con-
stituencies, as saying that In the first 12
months of office the Government has
implemented 112 of the policy promises.
I argue that the Government has misled
the people of this State with regard to its
intention and its ability to implement its
policies. it is a great pity Indeed that
members opposite do not take the trouble
to look at the document, which is tabled
paper No. 156, wherein the Premier actu-
ally underlined some of the things he said
he had implemented. However, many of
the back-benchers an the other side of
the House accept the word of the Premier
when he states that he has Implemented
112 of his promises.

The member for Pilbara shakes his
head but I will be interested to hear what
he has to say with regard to the promises
which have been Irnmlemented. According
to the key at the front of the document
those sections of the policy speech which
have been underlined in black constitute
the promises which have been fulfilled.

The SPEAKER: Will the member
attempt to relate matters to one of the
factors listed in the motion?

Mr BRYCE: I think you will appreciate,
Mr Speaker, some of the facts are covered
by same of the points and, more particu-
larly. I am arguing on broad lines the
whole question of the attempt by the
Government seriously to mislead the people
of Western Australia with regard to its
policy and its intention to carry out some
of the policy promises. This was a sub-
ject of particular coverage earlier.

The SPEAKER: I want the member to
try to relate his remarks to the motion
wherever possible.

Mr BRYCE: I appreciate your position,
Mr Speaker. Prior to your resuming the
Chair I was forced to make the point that
where an argument has been presented
in debate it Is traditional to allow mem-
bers opposite to reply by way of argument.

The SPEAKER: It is not an overriding
Point, but I can see it.

Mr BRYCE: I will be brief in this res-
pect, but I1 believe It is Important. I would
like to see some members opposite stand
up in their places to say that the first
promises listed here really constitute pol-
itical promises, When the Premier was

asked to list 112 promises he was very,
hard put to find them. His staff was very
busy, and It took about a week to dig up
sufficient sentences from his policy speech
and to define them as promises.

Sir Charles Court: That was done long
before you asked for it.

Mr BRYCE: It was a week.
Sir Charles Court: We had that type of

document for days before you asked the
qluestion.

Mr BRYCE: Certainly the details were
not publicised, and that Is why I asked
the question in this place.

Sir Charles Court: Yes, it was In conl-
nection with our first 12 months in office.

Mr BRYCE: These phrases have been
defined as political promises. This is the
reason I am arguing that the people of
the State have been misled from the very
outset, If these statements were in fact
promises. The first one reads as follows--

The Party has committed itself to
prevent the spread of more power to
central Government.

That may be a very appropriate statement
of aims, and a very laudable one for some-
one who is a member of the Party. I have
no objection whatever to it on that basis,
but fancy classifying it as a political prom-
ise! Fancy underlining it to say that thl~s
is something the Government has dune;
this Is one of the 112 promises that has
been implemented.

The second Promise reads-
To restore Liberal leadership in

Western Australia at the State Elec-
tions on March 30.

That also is a laudable aim, and it Is
something every political party may well
be prepared to boast about and include in
the things It wants to do. However, as far
as the people are concerned, it hardly
constitutes a political promise that has
been implemented. The next promise
reads--

once in Government we will begin
direct dealings with local authorities
who are in the process of being simi-
larly threatened by Canberra.

My leader indicated earlier In the night's
debate that many of the promises made
were misleading people In regard to the
Government's intgntions and its abilities,
and were related to a paranoid feeling and
reaction to Canberra. I believe the word
"Canberra" appears in this document more
than any other single word. Fancy defining
that as a promise!

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-
ber resume his seat. Without any regard
for the validity of the member's argu-
ments. he has mentioned three Points
which have no relation in my view to
the motion before us. I cannot allow the
member, who understands the situation
quite clearly, to proceed along these lines
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unless he speaks to the matters related
to the ability and Intention to mislead
in regard to paragraphs (a) to (g).

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, I accept your
ruling, and I think I also understand the
reason for it. I will conclude my remarks
by saying-

The SPEAKER: Will the member re-
sume his seat. I cannot accept the re-
mark of the member without asking for
some clarification as to how he under-
stands my reason for taking this action.
r would be pleased to know this because
a good deal hinges on why he should say
that. Does he mnean he is questioning
my Integrity as the Speaker?

Mr BRYCE; Mr Speaker. I understand
that you are naturally concerned, as you
always would be, to ensure that even-
body in this House confine has remarks
to the terms of the debate.

The SPEAKER: I want to question the
member again. Is he touching upon my
integrity as Speaker in trying to stop him
from doing something I would not stop
anyone else from doing?

Mr BRYCE: I am not impugning on
your integrity, Sir, and I am suggesting
that I am aware you are concerned, and
have been, to see that everyone sticks to
the rules of debate. Of course, as a
member of the House, I will be rather
keen to assist you in that duty from now
on. I will conclude my remarks--

Mr Young: No guts!
Mr Bateman: I beg your pardon-who

said that?
The SPEAKER: Order!

Point o1 Order
Mr H. 1). EVANS: 1 think under the

circumstances, Sir, I should take a point
of order. If the member who is on his
feet does not wish that remark to be
withdrawn, I certainly do.

The SPEAKER: Will the member re-
sumte his seat.

Mr BRYCE: I did not hear that re-
mark clearly, Mr Speaker.

Mr Batemnan: I did.

Debate Resumed
Mr BRYCE: I am not sure that I heard

what was said, but I do not believe any
member in this House doubts me when
I say I am prepared to stand up f or
the things I believe in at any time and
in any place, and that means this place.

I am quite happy to conclude my re-
marks on this question by stating that I
support the motion moved by the Leader
of the Opposition and the way it was
presented to the House. The Government
has seriously misled the citizens of West-
ern Australia with regard to its ability

and intention to check inflation, to estab-
lish a disaster fund with legislative safe-
guards, and all the other points listed.

It concerns me greatly that a Govern-
ment can make promises of that sort on
the hustings while knowing that in many
Instances they cannot be implemented, and
then in the course of the debate, we hear
the Leader of the Government indicate
that the promises will not be imple-
merited, at least at this particular time,
because of advice received from the Treas-
ury. The people of this State have every
reason in the world to ask whether or
not they can trust and accept the word
of this Government.

MIL T. J. BURKE (Perth) [11.38 p.m.]:
I too wish to support the motion moved
by my leader. I feel it has been shown
that the Government in fact misled the
citizens of Western Australia. I intend
to show that the intention was to
mislead the public, probably as far
back as the public relations man who
drafted the policy speech delivered by
the present Premier prior to the last
election. The Government had neither the
intention or the ability to keep its prom-
ises.

In the metropolitan area the policy
speech was presented by the medium of
television, and it reached probably more
people than any other single method
used by the Liberal Party to put across
its misleading policies. Realising that its
policies are likely to be rejected at the
next eletion ini the area where it ..as
able to secure Government in 1974. we
have been advised that the Government
intends to amend the electoral laws. I
say without fear of contradiction that a
new term will be coined following the
introduction and passage of this electoral
legislation. We know it will be blud-
geoned through by the Court regime, and
what has been known in the past as
electoral gerrymandering will be referred
to in the future as "Charljeinsnderiflg".

Mr Laurance: A bit weak.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I will try to improve
as I go along.

Mr Laurance: Thanks.
Mr T. J. BURKE: New terms will have

to be found to describe the sort of gov-
ernment we have come to expect from
this regime.

With this Government's track record,
our State figures in regard to inflation are
the worst in Australia.

When the Tonkin Government left
office in March last year, the Consumer
Price Index for Perth was 142.1 points.
For the March quarter this year it is
176.7 points; an increase of 34.6 points
in the 16 months of this Government.
The greatest achievement of the Court
Government is the Increase in the rate of
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Inflation. The rate of inflation for AuS-
tralia extended over the year Is 16.9 per
cent, and the rate in Western Australia is
20.1 per cent. So after Its first 16 months
of office, a Government which promised to
check inflation leads the whole of Australia.

In this misleading document I referred
to, the policy speech, we find a deliberate
attempt to mislead the people of Western
Australia to win office for the Promotion
of a small minority of Western Aus-
tralians; those who least need the assis-
tance and promotion of Government. At
the time of his policy speech, the Premier
said he blamed the Australian Govern-
ment for Inflation and that the problem
could be handled State by State. I think he
meant "mishandled".

As I indicated, the increase in our rate
of inflation could be counted possibly as
our Premier's greatest achievement, in
terms of inflation points.

In probably the most specious argument
I have ever heard from the Premier, he
tried to persuade us tonight that it was
his attempts to assist the beef industry
that allowed inflation in Western Austra-
lia to get out of control. I do not accept
that, Mr Speaker, and I do not think any
beef farmer in Western Australia would
accept it. Pew members on the other side
would accept It. In this misleading docu-
ment the Premier stated that Inflation was
taking the groceries out of the family bas-
ket. I will quote some figures to show that
the groceries are being taken out of the
family basket in Perth at a faster rate than
anywhere else In Australia. The Consumer
Price Index for the March quarter of 1974
was 104.8 points. It has gone to 171.2 for
the June quarter of 1975, an increase of
14.3 per cent in Western Australia. com-
pared with 9.2 per cent in Hobart, which Is
the next highest rate of increase In the
CPI. In fact, the rate of increase in West-
ern Australia is almost double that of the
general increase.

Mr Hartrey: We are still the lowest paid
politicians.

Mr T. J. BURKE: Reference has been
made to the disaster fund, and I do not
Propose to deal with that now. I touch
on the next two points mainly to make
a statement which I feel cannot be con-
tradicted. People on fixed Incomes and the
elderly-the senior citizens of this nation-
have gained more under the present Aus-
tralian Government than ever before in
history. In my opinion, this State Govern-
ment has done no more than pay lip ser-
vice to the senior citizens of our
society-the people who have contributed
so much towards making this nation what
it is today. in fact, I would be surprised
if It did anything. I do not expect that a
Premier or a member of Parliament who
could adopt the cruel and heartless atti-
tude our Premier has adopted towards the
Profoundly retarded people at Tresillian
Hostel could be sincere in his statements

regarding senior citizens or any citizens
in this category. These people should be
provided for first, looked after best and
given the most by a Government.

But the Premier could not give a damn
about the profoundly retarded children at
Tresillian. He doe.- not even care aout
the opinion of the majority of ratepayers
in Nedlands. His concern is for only a very
few friends. I believe this is further borne
out by the fact that not only is he going to
walk over the profoundly retarded people
at Tresillian-

Sir Charles Court: Do not talk rot! We
are trying to help them, and you are trying
to hinder us.

Mr T. J. BURKE: -and have no regard
for them or their parents or for the 15tO-
odd other retarded people in this society
who need immediate care and accomnmoda-
tion; he will also toss out elderly people
accommodated in the Belmont area. These
retarded people need accommodation and
care immediately because their parents are
fast reaching an age where they can no
longer look after them or should not be
expected to continue providing for them.

I know from experience that although
there is a lot of Joy and advantage to
be won from being involved with the men-
tally retarded, there is also a very great
burden attached. I know of many people
in the later stages of their lives--in fact,
from the Government's own sources I am
informed there are approximately 150 such
parents who ard in their 60s, or even older
-who are desperately in need of accom-
modation and care for their retarded
children.

The Premier could not care less abotut
this. Because a few of his friends down in
the Nedlands electorate, like himself, have
no concern for such people, the Premier
will toss them out and in the process toss
out another 50 or 60 elderly people in a
"C"-class hospital in the Belmont area. A
member of Parliament, a Premier who
would do a thing like this would take a
long time and very persuasive words to
convince me that he was genuine in his
policy speech or in his stated concern
for those on fixed incomes and for the
elderly.

Sir Charles Court: I guarantee I have
had more to do with trying to help elderly
people than you have ever had or are ever
likely to have

Mr T. J. BURKE: It is my intention to
assist the elderly who need help, not
those who do not understand or refuse to
understand the plight of the mentally re-
tarded in our society. The Premier also
suggested in his policy speech that he
would devise a special plan to provide
accommodation for low income earners in
our society. In his policy speech-that
misleading document-he states--

Our main policy aim will be to ensure
that every person has the opportunity
for home ownership.
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Mr Moiler: He might consider $18 000
a year to be low Income.

Mr T. J. BURKE: It even sounds like a
lie. The fact of the matter is that home
ownership is further away than it has ever
been after 16 months of this Government.
The housing index has risen by 34.6 points.
an Increase from 149.8 when the Tonkin
Government left office to 184.6 today.
Home building is down by 31 per cent in
the last financial Year, and the price of a
home has risen by 35 per cent. The Min-
ister for Housing is likely to blame the
Australian Government, overlooking the
fact that Western Australia received $3'7
million from Canberra last year, which was
far and away the highest amount this
State Government had ever received.

Mr B. T. Burke: Any State Government.
Mr T. J. BURKE: As I have said, the

Premier, through his speech writers-those
faceless men, some of whom since have
had a golden handshake-set out prior to
the last election to con the people of
Western Australia into believing that this
Government would check inflation, provide
for the elderly and for those on fixed
Incomes and devise a plan to provide
homes for low Income earners.

In fact, I think the slogan of the Liberal
Party at that time--of course, it is getting
hackneyed now-was that it Could put
things right. I think, Mr Speaker, you
would have to agree that that policy state-
ment misled the people and in fact the
last 16 months bears out my contention
that it was a misleading document, devised
to mislead.

Mr Harman: A farrago of fiction!

Mr T. J. BURKE: I do not think it is
necessary to go much further to show that
this Government is worthy of censure. We
have a Premier continually using mislead-
ing rhetoric; as I said at the commence-
ment of my speech, we will be
required to devise new words to explain
this three years of Government in the his-
tory of Western Australia. I have no doubt
it will be only three years. The Premier's
electoral laws will require new ternino-
logy and I am afraid that to adequately
describe this Government from Its policy
speech to Its demise and defeat at
the next election also will require new
terminology. It is a history of a series of
unkept promises and I regret that the
people of Western Australia will find that
this performance will typify the Court
Government. I am happy to support the
motion of censure moved by my leader.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) 11.-56
p.m.]: I merely want to remind the House
that for the first 12 months the Govern-
ment had a particularly good run from the
Opposition. We were kind to it in the
questions we put to its Ministers and in the
way we attacked the way the Government
was trying to Implement its policy. But
the Government is now half way through

its term of office, if it runs the full term,
and we would expect to see a better per-
formance than has yet been shown.

Naturally, at the time of elections, all
political parties try to appeal to the largest
section of the community. The Liberal
Party at the last election-we can dis-
regard the Country Party or the National
Alliance or whatever they were currently
called-probably appealed to the widest
spectrum of the electorate any political
party had appealed to for a very long time.

Mr Coyne: And still does.

Mr DAVIES: The more people the
Liberal Party appeals to with the nature
of Its promises means of course the
greater number of people it has let down.
If members look carefully through the
various points listed in this motion tonight
they will see they refer mainly to the less
fortunate people and, at times, the under-
privileged section of the community. The
first Item in the motion refers to the Gov-
ernment's inability to check Inflation;
right across the board, Inflation has its
effect on everyone. I will not make any
further comments on that matter, because
it has been fairly well covered tonight,

Another very appealing promise of the
Liberal Party was to establish a disaster
fund. Probably, every one of us would like
to feel secure in the knowledge that if he
was unfortunate enough to be caught in
some kind of disaster, the Government
would be there behind him providing some
kind of security. So, this would have a
wide general appeal; but nothing has hap-
pened in regard to that promise.

Mr May: Except the disaster!

Mr DAVIES: As my colleague, the mem-
ber for Clontarf says, except for the dis-
aster; we know what that comment re-
fers to. The third item refers to the Gov-
ernment's failure "to undertake a special
study of the plight of all people on fixed
incomes". Is there not a large section of
the community at Present on fixed incomes
who are finding difficutly in making ends
meet because of their situation? We had
hoped that by now something special would
have been done in regard to the Govern-
ment's promise; it is not that the Govern-
ment has not been reminded about it. On
the 8th April this year I asked-

What action has the Government
taken to undertake a special study of
the plight of all people on fixed in-
comes who see the fruits of a life-
time's work in saving for retirement
destroyed by the falling value of
money?

That priceless prose of mine is taken
directly from the Liberal Party policy
speech. The answer I received on that
occasion was--'Prelinlnary arrangements
have been considered". Probably pre-
liminary arrangements were considered
long before the elections. If this Is one
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of Its achievements, it is not an achieve-
ment at all. The answer to my question
continued as follows-

Subject to the availability of a
departmental officer who is at present
engaged on another special project,
the study referred to will be com-
menced.

Then, as an afterthought, typed on the
carbon copy, appear the words, "as soon as
possible'.

I am sorry I was not present to hear
the Premier's explanation as to what hap-
pened in that regard. At the time I was
absent from the Chamber helping some
senior citizens from my electorate for an
hour. from what I heard of the Premier's
explanation he is still unable to give any
firm indication that any action has been
taken in regard to fulfilling that particular
promise which must have appealed to a
wide section of the community. I do not
know whether the particular departmental
officer is still engaged on that special pro-
ject on which he was engaged at the time,
but on the 8th April the Premier was
informed that we expected sonic action.
However, no action was taken then and
no action has been taken since. So here
is another large section of the community
whose emotions were appealed to. The
Premier told them, "We will do something
for you", but they have been let down.

We go on. The Premier said we would
have a separate sympathetic study of the
leisure needs of elderly people. Once
again, many people would like to think
the Government is taking a particular
interest in them. Therefore, after the
Government had been in office for 12
months or more, I asked the Premier on
the 27th March what action had been
taken to have a separate sympathetic
study made of the leisure needs of elderly
people. What a lot of rubbish I received
in reply. It amounted to nothing.

In having a close look at the replies I
think the Premier was reading out the
same kind of material tonight. Probably
be asked the Minister for Community Wel-
fare what had been happening In this
regard and the Minister must have given
him the same reply that he made on the
27th March. The reply the Premier gave
to the question I asked on the 27th March
of this year reads as follows-

The scheme, which will involve
community groups, Government
departments, and local government,
will be launched in June this year.

A house-by-house survey will also
be conducted as pant of the pilot
scheme.

June has come and gone, but what has
happened to the scheme? What has hap-
pened to the hopes of this aged section of
the community who thought something
special was to be done for them? what a
let-down they must feel because obviously
nothing of any consequence; nothing apart

from anything that normally would have
been done by the community health and
recreation department, has been done.
We have this final paragraph given in
answer to my question, which is a lot of
nonsense-

A survey to assess the need for a
library book delivery service for the
elderly has been initiated by a Com-
munity Recreation Council officer in
the Nedlands/Claremont area.

Probably that survey was paid for by the
Australian Government. What a wonder-
ful thing that was! This community
officer, whose salary was paid by the Aus-
tralian Government will be going around
to see if people would like a mobile lend-
ing library. There are mobile lending libra-
ries throughout the metropolitan area, but
perhaps it was just an afterthought that
a mobile lending library was needed In
the Claremont-Nedlands area and this was
thought to be one of the Government's
achievements. That Is a lot of rubbish.
So here is another large section of the
community that has been let down badly
by the Premier, especially in view of the
fact that It is not for the want of his
being reminded about It or that he has
not had time to do something about it.

Mr Stephens: Don't you like old people?
Mr DAVIES: I like old people anywhere

but it is quite laughable to say that that
is something that has been achieved for
them. What achievement is it to say that
a community recreation officer is to move
around the people in the area to ascertain
whether they want a moble lending library?
Surely the Government will not return to
the people and say, 'This is what we did
for the elderly people in the Claremont-
Nedlands area: we found that they wanted
a mobile lending library."

1 now Proceed to the next promise made
by the Government. It said, "We want to
set up an independent body to be a watch-
dog for the public." We would like you to
know someone Is taking care of you. We
want a watchdog for the public to see that
laws and regulations do not trespass Into
the personal rights and liberties of people.

What the Government is saying is that
there will be something in existence. It
will not be big brother, but there will be
something there to defend us and look
after us at any time. The only move that
has been made to protect the rights and
liberties of People has been made by the
Australian Government by the legal service
it provided and by some of the consumer
protection and trade practice laws it Intro-
duced. That Is the only additional Steps
that have been taken since this Govern-
ment has been in office. However, there is
not a "watchdog" watching over us. once
again a large section of the people have
had their emotions appealed to, but they
have been let down badly.

The next thing the Government said
was that it wanted to investigate every
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possible re-use of waste in any form. Here
is a move by the Government that will
ensure nothing is wasted. It will save us
a great deal of money. The Government
has not, to any degree, taken up the study
into waste disposal that was started by the
previous Government. A report was
brought down and tabled in this House,
but what has the Government done about
it? Nothing of any consequence. A large
section of the community thought the
Government was going to be careful with
waste disposal and save money and so
make it cheaper to run the country. The
Government was appealing to a wide sec-
tion of the people but nothing has been
done which means that another group of
People has been let down.

The Government also said it was going
to produce a special plan to help low
income earners become the owners of
their home and land. I have been waiting
with bated breath to see how the Gov-
ernment will lead the way for everyone in
Australia. The Government said that we
will be the envy of every State in Australia
because in this special plan it has the
answer. What rubbish! I must congratu-
late the Government on the way it is able
to play on the emotions of people with its
election speech. I remind the Government
that every one of those persons it appealed
to has been let down. I support the
motion.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) £12.09 a.m.]:
The hour Is late and I hope not to delay
the 11ouse mnuch longer. I believe there are
one or two points that have been made
during tonight's debate that deserve some
attention.

The first part of the motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition deals with
the question of Inflation and the Govern-
ment's intention to check it.

During the Premier's defence of his Gov-
ernment's feats we were treated to some
of the soppiest thinking we have ever wit-
nessed in this House; to some of the most
woolly and far-reaching extravagances we
have yet heard. The Premier said. "We
have failed to check inflation. However, It
has been by design because we have delib-
erately set out to help the meat industry."
However, he went on to say, "if you take
from the regimen of those things con-
sidered In the Consumer Price Index-
the cost of meat-and the rise in the cost
of meat-you will find that our figures are
comparable." What nonsense that is!

If we take from that regimen every-
thing placed in it the cost of living will
be nothing. I would point out that, based
on the Premier's thinking, if the cost was
high It would be lower and, if it were lower
It would not be as high, because that is
the logic of the Premier's thinking.

The Leader of the Opposition said quite
clearly that the Premier was foolhardy to

make the claim that he could check infla-
tion. If he had not made that claim then
tonight we would not be criticising his
performance in that area, because it is
quite evident that no State Government
can even marginally affect the rate of
inflation. The Premier was foolish to say
he could; he was even more foolish to say
that he would, and tonight he has ad-
mnitted he has failed. on that score alone
this censure motion deserves to be carried.

The second point the Leader of the
Opposition used to establish his grounds
for censure against this Government was
the question of establishing a disaster fund
with legislative safeguards. Tonight we
have seen that the Premier's words on this
disaster fund were the rattle of an empty
man. He said that when he assumed office
experts advised him not to proceed with
the disaster plan; that it would be as
well for him to investigate the matter
more fully before making any promise on
it. He did not do so. In his hurried
flurry for electoral support he promised the
world.

Paragraph (c) of the censure motion is
the part which talks about the Premier's
undertaking to Set UP a special study of
the plight of all people on fixed incomes.
We need only to look at one aspect of the
Premier's Performance. The children at
Tresillian Hostel are invalid pensioners on
fixed incomes and the aged people at
Kareeba Nursing Home are also on fixed
incomes. Has the Premier studied the plight
that those persons presently find them-
selves in; has he taken any steps to pro-
vide safeguards for them? I will tell the
House what the Premier has done. Quite
simply he has told us that; because of the
inconvenience and embarrassment they are
causing, the children at Tresillian Hostel
shall be shifted from their present home.
These children who are profoundly ment-
ally retarded and who live only on love and
security are to have this taken from them.
These children are to be sacrificed be-
cause of a few people in the Nedlands
area who have prevailed upon the
Premier to shift from one establish-
ment a number of profoundly mentally
retarded children to another establish-
ment which is presently occupied by a
number of old age pensioners.

However, this is not the first time the
Premier has done this sort of thing. we all
recall the speedboats that upset the people
in his electorate and so he gave the speed-
boats to the member for South Perth.

Sir Charles Court: I said that they could
stay in Crawley Bay.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Then the speedboats
did not suit the people of South Pertb and
it was up to our Government to find them
a suitable location further down the
river.

We then get onto the question of an
Independent body to be the watchdog for
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the public to see that laws and regula-
tions do not trespass unduly on personal
rights and liberties. As the poem says.
it is like a toothless mastiff bitch because
it does not even exist.

The Premier has not only failed to set up
this body to safeguard the rights and liber-
ties of individuals, but he has, in one fell
swoop, passed the fuel and energy legis-
lation which not only does not protect the
rights of individuals but takes away from
them all their rights and liberties. So
how we can trust any action of the
Premier who, on the one hand says any-
thing to allow him to pluck apples from the
electoral tree, and then later passes a Bill
as repressive as the one dealing with fuel
and energy, I do not know.

The Premier is also working to produce
a special plan to help low income earners
become the owners of their homes and
land. This is the claim. He has had 17
months to produce a plan which would
rank alongside the Pilbara plan which did
not exist in the same way as this plan
does not exist. What do we see? We see
the new Minister for Housing whisking
into a seminar he arranged, criticising the
members who failed to attend and then
immediately leaving.

We see the State Housing Commission
working on a plan to force those who now
hold mortgages from the commission
to renegotiate their loans at a higher rate
of Interest. This is how the Premier Is
working to produce a special plan to help
low Income earners become the owners of
their homes and land. The Premier's only
Interest is in setting up a big smokescreen
to hide an important question which will
enable him to obtain enough electoral
support when the time Is ripe.

Of course, all the chickens come home
to roost, and in the Premier's case the
chickens will come home to roost in the
first few months of 1977.

1 wish to touch on one last point in
the crusade the Premier has led against
inflation-the failing crusade, but, never-
theless, the crusade. I refer to the supply
of natural gas. Tonight we saw a very
disturbing and poor performance by the
Minister for Fuel and Energy. When asked
about the cost of natural gas he fled
immediately to the protection he so often
uses by saying, "I cannot remember which
Government signed this agreement. I
think It was the Tonkin Government."
As though that will take the wind out of
anyone's sails. If anyone has done any-
thing wrong, whether It be the Tonkin
Government or his Government, then
undo it: but the truth of the matter is
this: the Minister is trying to hide the
fact that the State Energy Commission
Is paying 30c Per million Btu for
natural gas from the Dongars, field. In
turn the SEC Is selling that same gas at
a rate of something in excess of $4 on one
tariff and almost $3 on another tariff.

That Is the sort of economy the Minister
should take a closer look at when talking
about coat-push Inflation because that
situation is exactly what is causing the
inflation we are now experiencing to in-
crease rapidly.

At the samne time, let us have aL ionic at.
the cost of natural gas to Alcoa at Pin-
jan'a, because it is not a Government
authority purchasing the gas, but a pri-
vate commercial concern. Do members
know how much Alcoa is paying for the
gas? It is paying 30o Per million Btu, too.
No wonder the Minister did not want to
answer the question. No wonder he
wanted to keep the information to him-
self. if I were him I would be well advised
to do likewise because the low income
earners the Premier is trying to Protect
are the ones he is charging this inassive
amount for gas.

Mr Mensaros: Typical soap box talk.
You want to change an agreement made
some time ago. You would change it
would you-an agreement between two
private companies? You would, as a State,
change it? That is what you suggest.

Mr B. TI. BURKE: I am glad that finally
the Minister has said something because
I was beginning to worry about him. The
fact of the matter is that nothing needs
to be changed to express an opinion that
the present situation is unsatisfactory.
Face up to it. If the situation is as I
outlined It, the Minister should express his
desire to change it at the earliest oppor-
tunity. He need not change it now.

Mr Mensaros: I will not change it ever
because I will not break an agreement
between two companies, apart from the
facts which you would not understand
with regard to the refining of bauxite.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr B. T. BURKE: Thank you. Mr

Speaker.
The last matter with which I wish to

deal concerns the elusive butterfly-the
coalition between the Country Party and
the Liberal Party. This is definitely one
area in which this Government has misled
the people about its ability and its inten-
tions. The Country Party-cum-National
Alliance-cum-National Country Party-cum
whatever may sit In the coalition has
replaced the Minister for Agriculture, who
at least showed some true concern about
agriculture, with a de facto member of the
Liberal Party. Not only that, but the one
member who -seemed prepared to stand
up to the Premier-the former Leader of
the Country Party-has been forced to
adopt the role in this House of elder
statesman, It seems to me, advising the new
chums on how to handle portfolios.

The SPEAKER: Would the honourable
member relate his remarks to the motion?

Mr B. T. BURKE: Yes. In general terms
the turbulence and dissension following
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the split in the Country Party-Liberal
Party coalition is definitely an instance
of how the Government misled the People
by pretending to be something It is not.

The SPEAKER: You must relate your
remarks to the headings to which you had
been talking so correctly so far.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Yes. Several of the
low income earners the Government would
pretend to protect are those who live in
rural areas, and it seems an amazing pro-
position to me to expect that a Govern-
ment which consisted of a coalition and
Is unable by force of the Premier's own
dominance to do anything for low income
earners in the rural areas, will now be
able to achieve anything at all seeing that
those people who were only passing strong
have now been replaced by People who
are uoable even to stay erect.

This censure motion deserves to succeed
because the Government which Promised to
check Inflation has failed to live up to Its
promise, and tonight has admitted that
failure. Despite the Premier's excuse that
the failure was due to his special efforts
on behalf of one sector of the economy,
the facts speak for themselves. The Pre-
mier has failed-this motion deserves
to succeed and it has my wholehearted
support.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition) [12.21 a~m.]: I do not
propose to take up very much time of the
House in replying to the speech made by
the Premier. As a matter of fact, frankly I
can say that in my opinion it was the
worst speech I have heard the Premier
make.

Sir Charles Court: I have heard you say
that so many times.

Mr J. T1. TONKIN: Oh no, the Premier
has not.

Sir Charles Court:, Oh yes I have.
Mr J, T. TONKIN: The Premier has Just

given an additional example of the way
he operates because he says anything that
suits him at the time. He was the person
who, with regard to Medibanik, said that
the Government would not change its
mind because there are times when prin-
ciples- mean more than dollars and cents.

Sir Charles Court: That's right.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: And yet he fell over

himself trying to get into Medibank In
order to bring the State In at the com-
mencing date.

Sir Charles Court: On our conditions.
Mr J, T, TONKIN: That is only one

example, but I could give a dozen.
Sir Charles Court: Didn't you want us

to go into Medibank?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier says

one thing at one time and then com-
pletely forgets what he has said and pro-
ceeds to say something else to suit the
particular circumstances.

(6S)

Sir Charles Court: Did the Leader of
the Opposition not want us to go into
Medibank?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Of course I did, and
I said so at the time.

Sir Charles Court: On what terms?
Mr J. T. TONKINZ: At the time I told

the Premier, from my place in this House.
shortly after he stated that the Govern-
ment would not change its mind, that he
would join Medibank.

Sir Charles Court: of course, we always
said we would join on our terms.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Oh yes! On your
terms?

Sir Charles Court: Did the Leader of the
Opposition not want us to protect the
right of choice of patients?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I will tell the Pre-
mier I am In a position to prove it was
not on this Government's terms at all.

Sir Charles Court: Is it not in the
agreement?

Mr Jamieson: It does not mean on your
terms. You Joined on the same conditions
as other States.

Sir Charles Court: They and we agreed
on conditions we would accept. There
would not have been a doctor left in the
country had we Joined on their terms.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the Leader
of the Opposition resume his seat. There
are too many interjections and I must
ask for more restraint from members.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier spent
considerable time in trying to give his
reasons for the motion in order to justify
the Government's inactivity but in giving
his reasons why we moved the motion he
said the main purpose was that the mem-
bers of my party in the Australian Gov-
ernment were In disarray and this motion
was moved in order to attract away from
the Australian Government the attenition
of the Western Australian electors.

Sir Charles Court: That Is fair enough.
Mr J, T. TONKIN: The Premier might

consider that is fair enough but it would
be very difficult to find a more spurious
argument than that. The reason we
brought forward this censure motion was
to let the people of Western Australia
know how the Premier has deliberately
misled them.

Sir Charles Court: What a Pathetic old
motion it was.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It was a pathetic
reply. Let us examine the Premier's
explanation with regard to inflation. It is
a classic. The Premier did not attempt
to deny-it would have been completely
futile, of course, in view of his statement
in his policy speech-that he held out
inflation could be checked State by State.
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The answer to the problem was to change
the Government.

There was no suggestion in that state-
ment to the people that if they took the
Premier at his word, believing that he
could do something to check inflation, he
would subsequently come up with an argu-
ment that Instead of trying to check infla-
tion he had deliberately made it the
highest rate of inflation in Australia. That
is his argument. The Government policy
with regard to mneat has been responsible
for the fact that inflation in Western Aus-
tralia is higher than in any State in the
Commonwealth.

Just imagine going to the electors and
saying, "Although we promised you we had
the answer, and although we indicated to
you that all you had to do was to change
the Government, what we have done is
to forget all about that and we now have
deliberately given you the highest rate of
inflation in Australia because we have put
up the price of meat." Well, If that is a
valid excuse or explanation it is the most
remarkable type of reasoning I have come
across in a long time-to get up and
promise one thing, do the exact opposite,
and then excuse oneself by saying it was
Government Policy. The electors were told
the policy of the then Opposition was to
control inflation and all the people had
to do to improve the situation was to
change the Government. The situation
was that Inflation in Western Australia
was lower than it was in any other State.
The answer now is that the Government
did not carry out its promise but has
deliberately made Inflation in Western
Australia the highest in the Common-
wealth because its policy was to put up the
price of meat.

Let us apply that policy to other pro-
mises. The Government has not set up a
disaster fund, which it undertook to do,
because the Under-Treasurer has told the
Government it should not do so. That Is
the answer to that one. The present Gov-
ernment went on the hustings, promised to
do a lot of things which appealed to the
people, and when the people took notice
and put their trust in the present Gov-
ernment. it has turned around and said it
is sorry it could not implement that policy
because the Under-Treasurer said it
should not be done.

it is well that the public of Western
Australia should know that is the way the
Premier operates, and that no reliance can
be placed upon his word at all. He will
change his policy when it suits him.

I have already indicated how he tried to
make a good fellow of himself when he
said that the Government would not
change its mind with regard to Medi-
bank. He said there were occasions when
principles meant more than dollars and
cents. Well, the people reading that state-
ment would think that here was a man
who would stand up for principle and dis-
regard the cost.

Sir Charles Court: We got our way.
Mr Jamieson: Oh. yes!
Mr J, T. TONKIN: The Premier said he

would stand up for principle, but he has
changed his mind after telling the people
that he would not change his mind. The
Premier says one thing, does the opposite,
and excuses himself.

Sir Charles Court: They understood
what we did and appreciated it.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I am emphasising
that we cannot rely on the Premier's word.
He will say one thing one day and some-
thing different the next when it suits him.
All we have to do is examine the sentence,
"The Government will not change its
mind", and to fortify that make a state-
ment giving the reason why the Govern-
ment will not change its mind: because
principles mean more than dollars and
cents. All that is wiped out. When the
Government subsequently changes its mind,
which is the exact opposite, the explana-
tion is that Western Australia went in a
month late, at a cost of $3 million to the
State, because it saved the doctors.

Mr Jamieson: It was $7 million actually.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: That is a lot of con-

solation to the people who accepted what
the Premier says. It comes back to the
same thing with regard to inflation. I
would say inflation is the greatest worry
to the majority of people in Australia
today, particularly those on fixed incomes.

Mr Watt: The member for Welshpool
does not worry about it.

Mr Jamieson; I worry about it but not
in the same way as the idiots from the
north do. The honourable member should
carry on with the other words I said if he
is going to quote me.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Knowing this would
be in the minds of most people, one can
readily appreciate that the Premier would
come out and say, 'These are the people to
whom I must appeal. I am going to tell
them we have the answer; we know what
to do. We get rid of the shortages which
are responsible for driving up the prices.
And we are the boys to do that. Do
not tell me inflation cannot be checked
State by State. I am telling you it can be.",

Mr Sibson: Why did you not do it?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Finally, all that the

necople in Western Australia who want in-
flation checked need to do is change the
Government and put in a Government
which will stand up to Canberra.

Mr Nanovich: That is not a Government.
That is a mistake.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: To cap it all, the
Premier claims as one of his fulfilled
promises the fact that he has changed the
Government. it was the people who took
him at his word and changed the Govern-
ment.

Mr May: The majority of the People,
too.
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Mr J. T'. TONKIN: The Premier claims
as one of his fulfilled promises that he
has changed the Government.

Mr Coyne: He made it happen.
Mr J. T1. TONKIN: I will go along with

that. Hie made it happen by deliberately
misleading the people.

Mr Sodeman: Incorrect. Then the Fed-
eral Government did the same thing
because it changed Its policy.

Mr May: You agree then?
Mr Sodeman: No.1I am saying his philos-

ophy is correct.
THE SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of

the Opposition.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: This is where we are

with Liberal Party promises: place no
reliance on them. When they are not Im-
plemented an excuse will be found in
justification. Promise one thing and do
another.

Mr Rushton: Read your own promises in
1971.

Mr J. T'. TONKIN: I would not say too
much If I were the Minister. The purpose
of the motion Is not to draw attention
away from the Australian Government but
to draw the attention of the people of
Western Australia to the Western Aus-
tralian Government and show them that
if they take seriously what the Premier of
this State says they are very foolish be-
cause he will change his statements to suit
the occasion.

Mr Rushton: That is one thing he does
not do.

MrT J. T. TONKIN: Time and time again
he has changed his statements to suit the
occasion. He has said one thing one day
and something different the next day In
the belief that people have short memories
and will not remember what he said a few
days before but will accept only what he
says at the time. Take the statement
referred to by the member for Victoria
Park and by me-that the result of a study
was to be known within a week. More than
a month has gone by and there has been
no announcement. The object of that kind
of publicity is to lead the people who read
it to believe something is about to be done,
then to do nothing, and In two or three
months' time make another announcement
that something is again about to be done.

Sir Charles Couwt: You are reminding
me of the Baldivis meatworks site which
your Government announced four times as
being something new.

Mr Jamieson: You did that so often with
agreements that it did not matter. People
did not know what you were agreeing to.

Mr Skidmore: The Premier reminds me
of the numerous trips he has made over-
seas to put the country right.

Mr J. T1. TONKIN: As I said when I
commenced, there is no belief on our part
that the House will accept this motion,

but it has served its purpose. It has enabled
us to focus the attention of the people of
Western Australia on the situation which
exists and the reasons for it, and to show
them that they cannot place any reliance
upon the utterances which the Govern-
ment makes from time to time to justify
its inability and Inactivity.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T1. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr navies
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. fl. Evans

Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Girayden
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jone
Mr Isursace
Mr McPharllni
Mr Mensa too
Mr Nanovich

Mr
Mr
Mr

Ayes
T. H. Jones
Taylor
A. R. Tonkin

AYeS-19
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Noes-25
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
.Ar
Air
Mr
Mr
Mr
MX

Pairs

Fletcher
Harmnan
Hartrey
Jamieson
May
McIver
Skidmore
J. T.X Tonkin
Mol11er

(Teller)

O'Connor
Old
Ridge
Rushtoni
Shalders
Sibson
Sodernan
S'ephens
Thompson
Watt
Young
Clarko

I(Tellsr )
Noes

Sir David Brand
Mr O'Neil
Mr Blaikie

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

SUPPLY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 12.43 am. (Thursday)

Thursday, the 14th August, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (27): ON NOTICE

1. This question was postponed.

2. GERALflTON REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

Payment to Private Doctors

Mr
ing
(1)

CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Health:
Has the Medical Department ap-
proached private doctors in Ocr-
aldton to discuss payment ar-
rangements for treatment of


